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I. GENERAL 
 
The Applicant seeks waivers from the Norfolk local Bylaws, rules and regulations, as indicated 
herein and requests that all waivers be granted by the Board of Appeals to construct the project 
as shown on the plans. 
 
The Applicant also requests that waivers be granted from any requirements to apply to the Town 
or other municipal Boards or departments, including but not limited to the Norfolk Board of 
Health, Board of Selectmen, Historic Commission, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, 
Department of Public Works and Water and Sewer Department and/or Commissioners, if 
normally required; and the Applicant requests that the Comprehensive Permit be issued in lieu of 
all of the aforementioned permits, inclusively, including but not limited to the permits and 
approvals to connect to the municipal water (please note that the Applicant will comply with all 
technical requirements related to the municipal water system). 
 
If in the course of the hearings it is determined that there are other local by-laws, rules and 
regulations that would otherwise be applicable to this development that have not been requested 
in this application, the Applicant reserves the right to so amend the Requested Waivers. 
 
The Applicant also requests waivers from otherwise applicable building permit and water and 
sewer department fees, as to the affordable units. 
 

II - SECTION 7: COMPREHENSIVE PERMIT RULES OF THE ZONING BOARD OF 
APPEALS FOR APPLICATION OF COMPREHENSIVE PERMITS, M.G.L. CHAPTER 40B 
[from: Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals, “Organization, Rules & Procedures,” Aritcle [sic] II] 
 
Section 7(b) Procedure 
  
Twenty (20) copies of the complete application, including all supporting documentation and the 
filing fee, shall be submitted to the Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals (the “Board”)  

 
Allow less than 20 copies to be submitted to the Board. 
 
Section7(c) Submittal Requirements 
 
(2) Preliminary site development plans showing the locations and outlines of proposed buildings; the 
proposed locations, general dimensions and materials for streets, drives, parking areas, walks and 
paved areas; proposed landscaping improvements and open areas within the site as well as any 
wetland resources pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 131, 40A, as amended, the Inland Restricted Wetland 
Act, and those resources protected pursuant to the Town of Norfolk Wetland Protection Bylaw and 
Regulations. All structures of five or more units must have either a preliminary or definitive site 
development plan signed and stamped by a registered architect. Structures of less than five units may 
submit a sketch of the matters referenced herein and in Subparagraph (3 ) below, which need not 
have an architect’s signature and stamp, subject, however, to the Board’s right to require 
architectural plans, at any time prior to or during the hearing, if deemed necessary by the Board; 
 
Waive preliminary or definitive site development plan signed and stamped by a registered architect 
and allow registered professional engineer to sign and stamp plans. 



 
(13) A development budget showing all of the expected costs and anticipated profits associated with 
the development using the appropriate MFHA methodology. 

 
760 CMR 56.05 (6) Review of Financial Statements states that “A Board may request to review the 
pro forma or other financial statements for a Project only after the following preconditions have been 
met: 1. other consultant review has been completed; 2. the Applicant has had an opportunity to 
modify its original proposal to address issues raised; 3. the Board has had an opportunity to propose 
conditions to mitigate the Project’s impacts and to consider requested Waivers; and 4. the Applicant 
has indicated that it does not agree to the proposed condition(s) or Waiver denial(s) because they 
would render the Project uneconomic. A Board may not conduct review of a pro forma in order to 
see whether a Project would still be economic if the number of dwelling units were reduced, unless 
such reduction is justified by a valid health, safety, environmental, design, open space, planning, or 
other local concern that directly results from the size of a project on a particular site, consistent with 
760 CMR 56.07(3)” The preconditions stated herein have not been met. 
 
Section 7(d) Filing Fee 
A filing fee, based on a flat fee and number of housing units proposed, shall accompany the 
application. The filing fee shall be amended from time to time at the discretion of the Board to reflect 
the cost of administration of the filing. The filing fees do not include any outside review fees. $1080 
base fee, plus $220 for every proposed unit. 

 
760 CMR 56.05 (2) states that “The Board may require the payment of a reasonable filing fee with 
the application, if consistent with subdivision, cluster zoning, and other fees reasonably assessed 
by the municipality for costs designed to defray the direct costs of processing applications, and 
taking into consideration the statutory goal of M.G.L. c. 40B, §§ 20 through 23 to encourage 
affordable housing development.” In this case 72 units @$220 = $15,840.00 plus $1,080.00 = 
$16, 920.00.  The Applicant respectfully requests that the Board amend the filing to reflect the 
cost of administration of the filing.  

 
Section 7(f) Outside Consultants 
(2) In hiring outside consultants, the Board may engage engineers, planners, traffic consultants, 
housing specialists, financial analysts, attorneys than for and/or other appropriate outside 
consultants who can assist the Board in reviewing and analyzing the Proposal. The use of an 
attorney shall not include attorney fees related to the Board’s defense of any decision by the Board 
not shall it include costs associated with Town Counsel. The minimum qualifications shall consists of 
either an educational degree in, or related to, the field at issue or three or more years of practice in 
the field of issue or related field. 
 
Fees for services for legal counsel are not applicable as it is in conflict with 760 CMR 56.05(5) 
which states that “Legal fees for general representation of the Board or other Local Boards shall not 
be imposed on the Applicant”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



III - TOWN OF NORFOLK ZONING BYLAWS 
Dated: May 8, 2018 

 
D.1.Basic Requirements  
 
All applicants for new Residential Dwellings (excluding additions, accessory buildings and 
septic systems) hereinafter constructed shall be prohibited from cutting down any trees from the 
back corner of the house to the back corner of the lot within twenty-five feet of the side or rear 
lot line. Relief may be granted by the Building Commissioner to allow clearing within the 
aforesaid area to the extent necessary to facilitate construction of the dwelling, after submission, 
with the building permit application, of a tree clearing plan, consisting of a plot plan 
demonstrating clearly where proposed tree clearing will be performed. This prohibition shall 
remain in effect until the occupancy permit has been issued. 
 
Waiver Requested. Allow tree clearing to lot line prior to issuance of an occupancy permit. 
 
D.1.e.4. Landscaping Requirements: For each foot of FRONTAGE the LOT shall contain 40 square 
feet of landscaping. This requirement shall not be conditioned to require landscaping of more than 
20% of the LOT. 
 
Waiver requested: Allow less than 40 square feet of landscaping for each foot of frontage.  
 
F.7.m. In addition to landscaping required in other sections of this zoning bylaw, parking lots 
containing 10 or more spaces shall have at least one tree per 8 parking spaces, such trees to be 
located either within the lot or within 5 feet of it. Such trees shall be at least 2" trunk diameter, with 
not less than 40 square feet of unpaved soil or other permeable surface area per tree.  
 
At least 5% of the interior of any parking lot having 25 or more spaces shall be maintained with 
landscaping, including trees, in plots of at least four feet in width. Trees and soil plots shall be so 
located as to provide visual relief and sun and wind interruption within the parking area, and to 
assure safe patterns of internal circulation. A grassed or landscaped bumper strip at least three feet 
wide shall be provided between facing rows of parking spaces, unless the Planning Board approves 
an alternative landscaping approach with the same or more landscaped area.  
 
Waiver requested: Allow number of trees and spacing as shown on the site plans. Waive requirement 
of filing with Planning Board. Waive Planning Board approval, pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the 
Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as any local board or 
official who would otherwise act with respect to such application 
 
F.7.n. Parking lots and appurtenances thereto shall be constructed in conformance with the 
specifications for same in the Rules and Regulations of the Norfolk Planning Board as most recently 
amended. 
 
Waiver Requested. Allow parking lot and appurtenances to be constructed as shown on the plans.  
 
 
 
 



F.11 Site Plan Approval  
 
Waiver Requested: Waive Section F11 in its entirety. Pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the Norfolk 
Zoning Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as any local board or official 
who would otherwise act with respect to such application, therefore, Applicant requests that, if 
required, any site plan approvals be done as part of the Comprehensive Permit process. 
 
F.11.a Requirements for Site Plan.  
In all districts no BUILDING or structure shall be constructed or externally enlarged and no use 
shall be expanded in ground area or established in an existing BUILDING except in conformity with 
a site plan bearing an endorsement of approval by the Planning Board unless Site Plan Approval is 
specifically exempted herein. This provision shall not apply to SINGLE FAMILY homes, including 
additions or enlargements, which are permitted in the district in which the property is located as a 
matter of right including single family homes located within an Open Space Preservation residential 
subdivision. In addition, this provision shall not apply to uses exempt under M.G.L. Chapter 40A, 
Section 3 or to continuously occupied single family residentially occupied dwellings in the B1 and C1 
Districts. The Building Commissioner/Zoning Enforcement Officer shall make a determination as to 
which of the following applies: 1). Full Site Plan Approval under Section F.11.a.; 2). Site Plan 
Approval is not required as the application either meets the conditions for Non Applicability or the 
application is exempt; 3). Limited review applies and Site Plan Approval shall have a limited scope 
of review. 
 
Waiver Requested: Waive requirement of plan endorsement by Planning Board.  
 
F.11.b. Procedure for Approval  
 
Any person desiring approval of a site plan under this Section shall submit fifteen (15) copies of said 
plan with application for approval and appropriate fee thereof directly to  the Flaming Board. The 
Board shall, within f1fteen (15) days after the receipt thereof, transmit one (1) copy of such plan to 
the following: Building Inspector, Board of Health, Conservation Commission, Water 
Commissioners, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Highway Superintendent. 
 
Waiver Requested: Pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals has the power 
to issue permits or approvals as any local board or official who would otherwise act with respect to 
such application, therefore, Applicant requests that, if required, any site plan approvals be done as 
part of the Comprehensive Permit process. 
 
F.12 Design Review.  
 
Waiver Requested: Waive Section F12 in its entirety. Pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the Norfolk 
Zoning Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as any local board or official 
who would otherwise act with respect to such application, therefore, Applicant requests that any 
design review be done as part of the Comprehensive Permit process.  
 
I.4.a.l. Building Scale. No Building FOOTPRINT, other than a GROCERY STORE, Municipal 
BUILDING, or VARIETY STORE, shall exceed 15,000 square feet. No GROCERY STORE or 
VARIETY STORE FOOTPRINT shall exceed 50,000 square feet. No Municipal BUILDING 
FOOTPRINT shall exceed 30,000 square feet. 
 



Waiver requested: Allow building footprint to be greater than 15,000 sf. 
 
I.4.a.4. Pedestrian Ways and Street Trees. LOTS or BUILDING sites which are either newly 
developed from unimproved land or REDEVELOPED shall provide PEDESTRIAN WAYS and street 
trees in accordance with the Subdivision Regulations along the FRONTAGE SIDE(s) of the LOT. 
 
Waiver requested: Waive pedestrian way and street tree requirements. 
 
I.4.a.5. Pedestrian Access. BUILDINGS shall generally be PEDESTRIAN WAY - oriented and shall 
be physically and visually accessible to pedestrians from the PEDESTRIAN WAY. BUILDINGS shall 
provide pedestrian entrances that open to the front PEDESTRIAN WAY and may provide other 
entrances to the side or rear. Within the BUSINESS CORE, unless otherwise provided by Special 
Permit by the Planning Board, the FRONTAGE SIDE of each BUILDING, excepting a Municipal 
BUILDING, shall have not less than 70% of the length of its PEDESTRIAN WAY level street-side 
facade comprised of doorways which provide physical access, and windows or other transparent 
elements of walls which provide visual access. Municipal BUILDINGS shall have not less than 30% 
of the length of its PEDESTRIAN WAY level street-side facade comprised of doorways which provide 
physical access, and windows or other transparent elements of wall which provide visual access; 
 
Waiver requested: Waive pedestrian way access requirement.  
 
I.4.a.6. Building Height and Facade. Within the B-1 District BUILDING HEIGHT shall not be more 
than forty (40) feet in height to the peak of the roof unless otherwise provided for by the Planning 
Board through a site plan approval process. In such cases, BUILDING HEIGHT may be extended up 
to forty-six (46) feet to the peak of the roof for the purpose of accommodating pitched roof lines, but 
in no case shall the height exceed three (3) stories as measured from the street facing finish grade of 
the building or structure, including the third story within the pitched roof. All buildings shall have a 
pitched roof, or the look of a pitched roof (with a minimum of a 5:12 pitch) and consistent with 
architecture prevalent within Town Center. In the event that a flat roof is desired, the building shall 
have the look of a pitched roof, from the front, sides, and the rear, depending upon what may be 
visible from the street. 
 
At least 60% of the vertical wall area of the FRONTAGE SIDE facade of a BUILDING shall be made 
up of vertical BUILDING wall, dormers, or a parapet or false facade to a minimum height of 20 feet; 
 
Waivers requested: Allow building height to be greater than 40 feet. Allow third story to be 
independent of pitched roof. Allow less than 60% of the wall area of the Frontage Side façade of 
vertical building wall, dormers or a parapet or false facade to a minimum height of 20 feet.  
 
I.4.a.9. Residential Use. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of the zoning bylaw, Section F.ll., 
Site Plan Approval, and Section F .12., Design Review, shall also apply to all Assisted Living 
Facilities and mixed-use BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES or uses within the B-1 District. 
 
Waiver requested: Waive requirement Section F.11 Site Plan Approval and Section F.12 Design 
review. 
 
I.4.a.l0. Street Specifications. Notwithstanding any contrary provisions of the zoning bylaw, all 
STREETS and roads within the B-1 District shall conform to the specifications and construction 
details of the Town's subdivision regulations. 



 
Waiver requested: Waive access roadway to parking lot compliance with the specifications and 
construction details of the Town's subdivision regulations. 
 
I.4.a.11. Residential Density. Residential DWELLING UNITS, except for ASSISTED LIVING 
FACILITIES, shall not have more than two bedrooms per unit. Residential densities, except for 
ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES, shall not exceed the ratio of sixteen bedrooms for any single LOT 
or entire PMLD except by special permit. Residential densities for ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 
shall not exceed the ratio of 16 bedrooms per acre for any single LOT except by Special Permit by 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 
Waiver requested: Allow more than 16 bedrooms per lot 
 
1.4.b.l.A. No BUILDING, STRUCTURE, Use, PARKING AREA, driveway, vehicle circulation area, 
or other vehicle access way shall be located less than 50 feet from an adjacent parcel within a 
Residential Zoning District unless otherwise provided by Special Permit by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals. 
 
Allow parking area, driveway and circulation area to be located less than 50 feet from an adjacent 
parcel in the Residential Zoning District. 
 
I.4.b.l.C. A green belt shall be provided on any LOT that abuts a Residential District should any use 
on said LOT (including any BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, PARKING AREAS, driveways, vehicle 
circulation areas or other vehicle access ways) be located less than 100 feet from the Residential 
District. Such green belt shall: 
 

I.4.b.l.C.l. Be located on the non-residential LOT along the shared property line. 
I.4. b.l.C.2. Have a minimum depth from the shared property line of 30 feet. 
I.4.b.l.C.3. Be used for no purpose other than planting and/or sidewalks. 
I.4.b.l.C.4. Constitute a screen of evergreen trees and/or shrubs not more than 15 feet apart 
planted in two or more staggered rows. The distance between each row shall not be more 
than 10 feet. Plants shall be no less than 6 feet in height at the time of planting and shall be 
continuously maintained. 

 
Waiver requested: Waive green belt requirement. 
 
I.4.b.l.D. Landscaping Requirements: For each foot of FRONTAGE the LOT shall contain 40 square 
feet of landscaping unless otherwise provided by Special Permit by the Planning Board through a 
site plan approval process. This requirement shall not be conditioned to require landscaping of more 
than 20% of the LOT. 
 
Waiver requested: Waive landscaping requirements. 
 
1.4.b.2. Within the Business Core: 
 
(A) BUILD-TO LINE: any distance from between six (6) feet and nineteen (19) feet from, and 
parallel with, the frontage 1ine(s) of the lot as approved by the Planning Board unless otherwise 
provided by Special Permit by the Planning Board through a site plan approval process as part of a 



comprehensive streetscape plan based on existing or planned buildings on lots within the same block 
on both sides of the street. 
 
(D) Maximum LOT COVERAGE: 80 percent. 
 
Waivers requested. Allow build to line as depicted on plans. Allow lot coverage greater than 80% 
   
1.7. Uses Permitted and Regulated in the B-1 District 
No BUILDING, STRUCTURE or land in the B-1 District shall be used for any purpose or in any 
manner other than as set forth in this section. Any use not specifically listed in Section I.7.a. and 
I.7.b. is prohibited. 
 
Waiver requested: Allow residential apartments in B-1 district. 

 
IV - BYLAWS OF THE TOWN OF NORFOLK 

Updated through Annual Town Meeting May 8, 2018 
 
SECTION 7: POST-CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER MANAGEMENT OF NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS & REDEVELOPMENTS (10/23/07)  
 
Section 4. APPLICABILITY 
A. No person may undertake a construction activity, including clearing, grading and excavation that 
results in a land disturbance that will disturb equal to or greater than one acre of land, or will 
disturb less than one acre but is part of a larger plan of development that will ultimately disturb 
equal to or greater than one acre of land, without a permit from the Planning Board. Construction 
activity does not include routine maintenance that is performed to maintain the original line and 
grade, hydraulic capacity or the original purpose of the site. 
 
Waive requirement of a Stormwater Management Permit from the Planning Board. 
 
Section 6. Permits and Procedures  
 
A. Filing Application. The site owner or his agent shall file with the Planning Board hereinafter the 
Board, twelve (12) copies of a completed application package for a Stormwater Management Permit 
(SMP). Permit issuance is required prior to any site altering activity. While the applicant can be a 
representative, the permittee must be the owner of the site. The SMP Application package shall 
include: Completed Application Form with original signatures of all owners; List of abutters, 
certified by the Assessors Office; One (1) copy of the Stormwater Management Plan and project 
description as specified in Section 7.A.; One (1) copy of the Operation and Maintenance Plan as 
required by Section 8 of this bylaw; Payment of the application and review fees. Applicant shall file 
one (1) original Application Form, the Stormwater Management Plan, the Operation & Maintenance 
Plan, and the list of abutters with the Town Clerk. 
 
Waive requirement of filing with Planning Board. Pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the Norfolk Zoning 
Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as any local board or official who 
would otherwise act with respect to such application. Applicant requests Zoning Board of Appeals 
authorize any stormwater management permit to (if necessary) add additional flow into the municipal 
stormwater management system.  
 



Section 7. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
A. The application for a stormwater management permit shall consist of submittal of a Stormwater 
Management Plan to the Board. This Stormwater Management Plan shall contain sufficient 
information for the Board to evaluate the environmental impact, effectiveness, and acceptability of 
the measures proposed by the applicant for reducing adverse impacts from stormwater. The Plan 
shall be designed to meet the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards as set forth in Part 
B of this section and DEP Stormwater Management Handbook Volumes I and II. The Stormwater 
Management Plan shall fully describe the project in drawings, and narrative.  
 
Waive Section 7 A. in its entirety. Allow comprehensive permit plans to serve as stormwater 
management plans. 
 
Section 9. SURETY 
 
Section 9. The Board may require the permittee to post before the start of land disturbance or 
construction activity, a surety bond, irrevocable letter of credit, cash, or other acceptable security. 
The form of the bond shall be approved by town counsel, and be in an amount deemed sufficient by 
the Board to ensure that the work will be completed in accordance with the permit. If the project is 
phased, the Board may release part of the bond as each phase is completed in compliance with the 
permit but the bond may not be fully released until the Board has received the final inspection report 
as required by Section 10 and issued a Certificate of Completion. 
 
Waive surety requirements 
 
Section 12. CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 
The Board will issue a letter certifying completion upon receipt and approval of the final inspection 
reports and/or upon otherwise determining that all work of the permit has been satisfactorily 
completed in conformance with this bylaw 
 
Waive requirement of Certificate of Compliance  
 
SECTION 8: Property Stabilization By-law (10/23/07) 
 
C. Special Permit required. All owners of Unstabilized Properties must apply to the Board of 
Selectmen for a Special Permit for the stabilization of such property or such other orders and 
conditions as the Selectmen may deem appropriate to satisfy the provisions of this By-law. Similarly, 
the Board of Selectmen may issue orders hereunder for any Unstabilized Property that does not 
voluntarily seek a Special Permit hereunder. 
 
Waive requirement of special permit from Board of Selectmen. Pursuant to G.L. c. 40B, §21 the 
Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as any local board or 
official who would otherwise act with respect to such application. 
 
D. Basic Requirements. Any application, order or Special Permit hereunder shall make 
accommodations for the temporary or permanent landscaping of an Unstabilized Property that shall, 
in the discretion of the Selectmen be necessary for the stabilization of the subject property. At the 
very least, such landscaping improvements shall include the placement of fertile topsoil and the 
maintenance of grass thereon, provided however, that, for good cause shown, the Selectmen may 



allow an Unstabilized Property to remain in an unstabilized state for an additional 60 days. In 
reviewing the propriety of any landscaping improvements, it must be demonstrated that the proposed 
landscaping improvements comply with accepted standards for stormwater management, including 
state, local and federal guidelines as well as recognized best management practices. In issuing a 
special permit hereunder, the Board of Selectmen may impose any such conditions as may be 
necessary to further the purposes of this by-law, including, but not limited to, conditions for the 
continued maintenance of landscaping improvements. The Selectmen may also waive strict 
compliance with the terms hereof where good cause is demonstrated by the applicant. 
 
Waive requirements of Section D and require stabilization as required to satisfy DEP stormwater 
management standards and best management practices. 
 
E. A public hearing shall be held on each application for a Permit under this bylaw. The Board shall 
cause a notice of the public hearing to be published at the expense of the applicant in a daily or 
weekly newspaper in general circulation in the Town at least fourteen (14) days prior to the date of 
said hearing. The notice shall set forth the name of the applicant and the location of the premises. 
Every applicant or an agent in his behalf shall, within three (3) days after publication as herein 
provided, cause a copy of the published notice to be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, 
to each of the persons appearing upon the Assessors’ most recent valuation list as the owners of 
property abutting the premises for which a Permit is sought together with those persons appearing as 
owners across any public or private way from said premises. An affidavit of the applicant or of the 
person mailing such notice in his behalf together with a copy of the notice mailed and the post office 
receipts for the certified mailings herein required, shall be filed with the Board as the first order of 
business at the public hearing. Such affidavit shall be prima facie evidence that notice has been given 
in compliance herewith. 
 
Waive separate public hearing requirements. 
 
F. The Board shall be and hereby is authorized to set a reasonable application fee for all original 
and renewal applications for a Special Use Permit. 
 
Waive application fees. 
 
G. The Board of Selectmen shall be and is hereby authorized to determine the costs of any 
engineering fees incurred in the measurement of earth removed or to be removed under such Permit. 
The engineering fees charged for each Permit issued or renewed will be paid by the applicant.  
 
Waive requirement of engineering fees for permit.  
 
 

V - DUMPSTER REGULATIONS 12/7/2017 
 

GENERAL All solid waste dumpsters shall be maintained in a nuisance free manner and their 
location shall come under the authority of the Norfolk Board of Health. 
 
Waive requirement of Norfolk Board of Health determining the location of dumpster. Pursuant to 
G.L. c. 40B, §21 the Norfolk Zoning Board of Appeals has the power to issue permits or approvals as 
any local board or official who would otherwise act with respect to such application. 



 
Groundwater Supply Protection Regulations Published on July 18, 1988, Amended August 10, 

1988 
 

The applicant for construction of any septic system in the town, except for the repairs of existing 
systems which have failed and are not being enlarged to provide for additional building construction 
or use, shall submit a GROUNDWATER IMPACT REPORT (GIR) to the Board of Health. In the 
case of a subdivision, the GIR shall be submitted at the time of the preliminary plan. In the case of 
lots not requiring approval as subdivision, the GIR shall be submitted at the time the application for 
a Disposal Works Construction Permit. 
 
Waive requirement of GIR. 
 
 

VI - REGULATIONS FOR PROJECT PLAN AND SUBDIVISION APPROVAL 
Adopted by the Norfolk Board of Health – July 3, 1988, Amended January 16, 1991 & 

September 20, 2010 
 

BOARD OF HEALTH APPROVAL OF A PROPOSED PROJECT PLAN OR SUBDIVISION 
PLAN WILL BE BASED ON THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURE AND CRITERIA: 

 
WATER SUPPLY: 
The proposed source of water supply shall provide water of a quantity and quality in accordance 
with Town, State, and Federal water supply standards for domestic use. In the case of sites to be 
served by on - site wells, a hydrogeological evaluation shall be performed by a qualified engineer or 
geologist, at the expense of the applicant, to be reviewed by the Board of Health for this 
determination. Reference is made to the Board of Health Regulations "Minimum Sanitation 
Standards for Private or Public Water Supply", which must be complied with. 
 
Waive Board of health approval of water source. Connecting to municipal system. 
 
SEWAGE DISPOSAL: 
The applicant shall submit evidence that: The proposed location of the subdivision has soil 
conditions suitable for the subsurface disposal of sanitary or other applicable types of waste - waters 
in accordance with the regulations of the Board of Health along with all applicable state and federal 
regulations.  
 
Waive local Board of Health Regulations. 
 
Disposal of wastewaters shall not degrade the ground or surface waters in a manner inconsistent 
with their proposed use. For any residential subdivision having a minimum design wastewater flow 
of 5000 gallons per day, a hydrogeological evaluation shall be performed by a qualified engineer or 
geologist, at the expense of the applicant, to be reviewed by the Board of Health for this 
determination.  
 
Not applicable the project is not a subdivision. 
 
STORM WATER AND RUNOFF MANAGEMENT: These regulations for storm water management are 
intended to protect the public and environmental health by providing adequate protection against 



pollutants, flooding, siltation, and other drainage problems. The Board of Health shall determine for 
each subdivision plan or project plan (site plan) whether protection of public and environmental health 
necessitates review and approval of stormwater management measures and drainage system 
improvements by the Board of Health or whether such review and approval may be delegated to the 
Planning Board.  
 
Waive requirements of Board of Health approval of any storm water management measure and drainage 
system improvements. 
 

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 
PRELIMINARY PLAN OR PROJECT PLAN 

 
At the time of a submittal of a preliminary plan or a project site plan to the Planning Board, a copy 
of that plan, complete in all respects, along with the required fee, shall be submitted to the Board of 
Health, including additional information which is required for Board of Health approval, such as, 
but not restricted to: 
 1. Proposed Source of Water Supply 
 2. Data for a sufficient number of test holes, soil logs, maximum ground water elevations, and 
properly conducted percolation tests as defined in these Rules and Regulations to: 
 A. Demonstrate clearly that the soil conditions are generally suitable for subsurface sewage 
disposal and will meet the needs of the subdivision. 
 B. To determine this pattern of ground water flow. 
 3. A topographical map of the property, with contours referring to NGVD 29, showing the location 
and elevation of all test holes, how the surface drainage is to he handled, including nearby affected 
areas, and all pertinent physical features, including ponds, swamps, wetlands, water supplies, 
seasonal watercourses, swales, areas of ledge and rock. Also, an overlay of Flood Plain, Wetland 
Zones, Aquifer Zones, Drainage Watershed areas, USDA Soil Map Characterization for soil type and 
hydrologic group 
 
Waive filing requirements with Planning Board of Board of Health. 
 
 

DEFINITIVE PLAN OR PROJECT PLAN: 
 
The APPLICANT shall submit the Site Plan to the Board of Health and in the case of a Definitive 
Plan, shall follow the procedure for submission to the Board of Health according to page 5 M.G.L. 
Chapter 41 Section 81U. In order for the plan to be considered "complete", it shall include all items 
required by these Rules and Regulations, including an appropriate fee which may be set from time to 
time by the Board of Health. Incomplete submittals shall be returned as incomplete forthwith to the 
applicant, following a vote of disapproval by the Board of Health, without review and the Board of 
Health shall notify the Town Clerk and the Planning Board of that action. Such action by the Board 
of Health shall constitute a report disapproving the plan as not reviewable. The plan must then be 
resubmitted and be subject to Board of Health review to demonstrate that it meets all Board of 
Health requirements before it shall be considered approved. 
The submittal to the Board of Health shall include: 
1. All items required to be submitted to the Planning Board. 
2. Drainage calculations and geotechnical information including soils and groundwater test data in 
compliance with requirements of the “Rules & Regulations for the Subdivision of Land and Site Plan 
Approval of the Town of Norfolk Planning Board.” Stormwater basin analysis shall be based upon 



Technical Release 20 (TR-20) utilizing minimum 24 hour rainfall equal to or greater than the 
following: 
 
 Minimum 24 Hour Rainfall 
 2-year frequency storm event – 3.2 inches 
 10-year frequency storm event – 4.8 inches 
 25-year frequency storm event – 5.5 inches 
 50-year frequency storm event – 6.2 inches 
 100-year frequency storm event – 6.8 inches 
 The Board of Health may review this information or may delegate review to the Planning Board. 
 3. All items as described above which must be submitted for the Project Plan or Preliminary Plan. 
 4. Sufficient data to demonstrate clearly to the Board of Health that each and every lot is suitable 
for the subsurface disposal of sewage. Failure to do so may result in findings by the Board of Health 
that such affected lots cannot be used for building sites without injury to the public health. 
 5. All data required for the storm water management. 
 6. Evidence to demonstrate clearly to the Board of Health that water supply shall be adequate as 
previously designated herein. 
 
Waive Site Plan filing with Board of Health.  
 

VII. – NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH ON-SITE SEWAGE DISPOSAL REGULATIONS 
(adopted on March 26, 2016 by Board of Health) 

 
III. SPECIFICATIONS FOR SYSTEM DESIGN  
 
1. Maximum groundwater level(s) shall be determined during the period from December 15th 
through April 30th for septic system design and permits for a given year for new construction unless 
otherwise stated in regulations or changed by the Board of Health. Additional methodology and 
adjustment values maybe allowed by the Board or required. The analysis shall be supported by clear 
and convincing technical evidence to support such proposal by the design professional.  
 
Allow groundwater levels to be determined for septic design at any time of year.  
 
3. The plan shall include a statement that there are no public wells within 500 feet; private wells 
within 200 feet; bordering vegetated wetlands within 150 feet; inland banks within 150 feet; surface 
waters within 150 feet; surface drains within 50 feet; open, surface subsurface or foundation drains 
which intercept high ground water within 50 feet; vernal pools within 100 feet; storm drainage 
leaching catch basins or dry wells within 50 feet; perennial stream within 200 feet and any boundary 
of a regulatory floodway or 100 year flood within 150 feet; unless shown on the plan.  
 
Waive statement requirements. 
 
5. All sewage disposal designs for dwellings shall include provisions for a garbage grinder. 
Upgrades of existing failing systems shall not be required to include the provision for a garbage 
grinder provided that a suitable document is recorded in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds which 
signifies that no garbage grinder shall be installed or used in the dwelling on the subject property.  
 
Waive design requirements for garbage grinders. 
 



8. Where vents are required by Title 5, they shall be equipped with odor control device(s) in the form 
of activated carbon filter(s) with the capability for easy replacement of media. If the vent pipe is 
directed back to the building’s internal vent system so that the gases are vented above the roof line 
than the odor control is optional. 
 
Waive odor control requirements. 
 

Town of Norfolk Subdivision Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board 
 

 Although the proposed project is not a subdivision, the Applicant requests waivers from all 
applicable Rules and Regulations of the Planning Board that may be applicable to the project. 


