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Subject: 84 Cleveland Street 
 
 
Regarding the development at 84 Cleveland Street here are the  thoughts on the proposed 
demolition of the house and whether the house has historical or architectural significance to 
Norfolk and the neighborhood. The Commission met on July 16, yesterday and here is the 
substance of their discussion. I was not able to attend.  
 
 
It’s age of 75 years old would qualify it for review by our commission if the regulations were 
going through the Norfolk Building Department. We would delay its demolition to take the time to 
photograph and document more about its history.   Having been built  in 1940, during the last 
years of the depression, it is probably one of only a few houses built in Norfolk during this 
period. The house is situated far back from the street and set at a distinctive angle.  It is a 
center entrance colonial reproduction with a hip roof and center chimney.  Viewed from 
Cleveland Street it appears to be a much older house. It contributes to the look and feel of the 
neighborhood and is an attractive structure.  
 
 
Norfolk was a small town in 1940 and although many more middle class houses would be built 
after World War II, this house is unusual in style and the way it is situated on Cleveland Street. 
Sometimes mid-20th century houses are under appreciated but they represent a period in 
Norfolk history when the town was becoming the town we all see and appreciate today.   I think 
the Commission could state that it is moderately  historically significant.  
 
 
Here is text taken directly from the recorded minutes of last nights meeting: 
 
 
“After much discussion we are of the opinion that we would like the following included in the 
recommendation to the ZBA. 
 
 
Historic Value  
 
 
76 years old – built in 1940 
One of only a few homes built in Norfolk at the end of the depression 
A substantial home for the time period - pre WWII 
Contributes to the character of the neighborhood 
 
 



Acrhitectural Value 
Typifies an earlier architectural style of colonial homes (colonial revival): 
Hip Roof,  Center Chimney 
 
 
 
Although we realize that there will be not demolition application because this is 40B 
construction, 
NHC would like it known that if this building had gone through the normal channels and we 
received a demolition application from the Building Department, we would, without a doubt, 
invoke the delay law because we feel that the home is worth saving for the reasons listed in our 
chart as well as those stated by Betsy Pyne. 
 
 
Betsey Whitney made a motion that all of our notes regarding the property at 84 Cleveland 
Street be added to Betsy Pyne’s memo to the ZBA. Sandra Paquette seconded the motion 
which passed 
unanimously by Betsey Whitney, Barbara Bartholomew, Marcia Johnston, Sandra Paquette, 
Gail Sullivan, and Geri Tasker.” 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration of the historical significance of this house.  
 
Betsy Pyne 
 


