
GLEN S FONTECCHIO 

ARCHITECT

November 7, 2018

Mr. William P. McGrath, P.E.
Beta Group, Inc.
6 Blackstone Valley Place, #101
Lincoln, Rhode Island

RE:  The Preserve at Abbeyville and Abbeyville Commons
 Norfolk, MA

Dear Mr. McGrath,

I have reviewed the updated project material emailed to me on October 2, 2018.

Again, I feel this development and the proposed quality of design are to be commended.

This is a complex project. I regret that I cannot be present at your meeting scheduled for October 17, 
2018, but it appears the applicant has addressed the design issues discussed at previous meetings and 
identified in past memos. Note: Key plans or labeled match lines should be provided on all sheets to aid 
in plan review.

I offer a few general comments based on the material provided:

A. Preserve at Abbeyville

 1. Sections have been developed through steeply sloped areas, and they identify necessary  
  treatments (walls, erosion stabilization, planting) to prevent erosion. Please add   
  maximum slopes (ex. 3:1 / 4:1, etc.). Based on discussions with Beta, the developer is  
  working to address slopes adjacent to #51 Lawrence Street.

 2. It appears that garage doors have been shifted to the sides of structures where possible. I  
  would encourage this approach whereever possible.

 3. The Annie loop (either side of the rotary and green) show rental units with their back  
  elevations very close to the road. What will this look like from the road? Will there be  
  fences? The same condition is present at the far end of the loop.

  This condition has the potential for an unsightly streetscape as this will be resident’s  
  back yards very close to the street, and adjacent homes front yards and entrances.
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 4. It appears that pockets of guest parking have been created around the site, though it  
  appears the farther areas of the site lack this amenity. Example, near green circle,   
  maybe some can be provided adjacent to Lot 24. Investigate if additional parking is   
  possible adjacent to Lot 1, Lot 9, and Lot 51.

 5. We have previously addressed architectural character of the single family homes. They  
  are thoughtfully designed. While the homes are closely sited, the variation in roof forms,  
  porches, and details will add to the small New England village character. The large   
  species street trees will also help ground these homes to the surroundings.

B. Abbeyville Commons

 1. As stated in Comment A-3, I am concerned about the proximity of the units back yards  
  to the main road. Consider a low rubble wall and hedgerows along the Annie loop. Will  
  there be fences defining back yards where they abut the green?

 2. The grading adjacent to the walkway greens is very steep adjacent to the walk. I think  
  this can be modified to feel less like a gully.

 3. The availability parking is improved. Signage should identify visitor parking as there are  
  no on-street parking spaces.

 4. The structures are well designed and in spite of being duplex rental structures, are   
  compatible with the single family residences in the adjacent Abbeyville preserve.

 5. My only significant concern with the current design of the commons is the lack of   
  definition of private outdoor space. Consider site amenities such as hedges and low  
  picket fences to define yards.

In closing, we feel the majority of the boards and their consultant’s comments have been addressed to 
date. Additional refinement can be addresssed as the project moves into final design.

Please let me know if you have any questions. I would be happy to meet with the applicant and their 
architect to discuss these comments and details, such as materials at a work session to help expedite 
this process.

Sincerely,

      
Glen S Fontecchio, Architect    


