
Town of Norfolk
Building Depmiment

1 Liberty Lane
Norfolk, MA 02056

'-',

Swimming Pool Information & Regulations

A building permit is required for Al'.'Y structure intended for swimming or recreational bathing
that contains water over 24 inches deep. This includes in-ground, aboveground AND on-ground
swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.

Application - submit a completed building permit application with all information required (including
dig safe #, license numbers, assessors map block and lot. Also required are signatures from the
Treasurer/Collector, Board of Health, Conservation office and Town Clerk.

LicenseslInsurance - submit copy of the installing contractor's license, insurance and worker's
compensation insurance affidavit.

Electrical Permit Application - submit completed electrical permit application along with copy of
electrician's insurance and worker's compensation insurance affidavit. Electrical permit is a separate
$75.00 fee paid at time of submittal.

Plans - submit two (2) copies of engineered drawings of pool showing the size and description.

Plot Plan - submit a certified plot plan showing property lines, location of all primary and accessory
structures, location of pool and required fencing with setbacks to property lines shown. Pool setback
requirements: 25 feet from side and rear lot lines, 50 feet from front lot line, 10 feet from septic tank and
20 feet from leaching field. A house located on a comer lot has two front lot lines.

EnclosuresfFencing -
1. Top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches above finished ground level.
2. 2 inch space between barrier and ground
3. 4 inch space between top of pool and barrier
4. Openings in barriers 4 inch sphere cannot pass through the barrier
5. \Vhere the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between

the tops of the horizontal members is less than 45 inches, the horizontal member shall be
located on the swimming pool side of the fence and spacing between vertical members shall
not exceed I% inch in width.

6. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical members and the distance between
the tops of the horizontal members is 45 inches or more, spacing between vertical members
shall not exceed four inches.

7. I Y.mini mesh size for chain link fences (max) unless slats are fastened at the top or the
bottom which reduce the openings to not more than I% inches.

8. 1% inch for diagonal members, such as a lattice fence.
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Gate-
1. Must be self closing
2. Self latching
3. shall open outwards away from pool
4. must acco=odate a lock
5. 54 inch minimum for self-latching release mechanism or
6. if the release mechanism of the selflatching device is less than 54 inches from the bottom of the

gate, then:
• it shall be located on the pool side of the gate at least 3 inches below the top of the gate;

and
• the gate and barrier shall not have an opening greater than Y, inch within 18 inches of the

release mechanism

House as Part of the Barrier - All doors including bulk heads with direct access to the pool area
must have an alarm that sounds when the door and its screen, if present, are opened

I. Must sound ",~thin 7 seconds
2. Must sound continuously for at least 30 seconds
3. Distinctive sound from other household sounds
4. Automatically reset
5. Manual deactivation for 15 seconds and located at least 54 inches above the threshold

Ladders or Steps - A fixed or removable ladder or steps must be fenced as specified above for pools,
including the gate. A removable ladder shall not constitute an acceptable alternative to enclosure
requirements. Where an aboveground pool structure is used as a barrier or where the barrier is mounted on
top of the pool structure and the means of access is a ladder or steps, then:

• The ladder or steps shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access
. or;

• The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier with a self-closing self latching device

WVolW. virtualnorfolk.org
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Parts List
--~._--~-------~_.-:------

l)'Fo.llo.wing is a lisl of a!llhe parts. • Ca rton #.1
Please open all of YDurcartons and. ' 2 lence sections 56' IDng
make.suie yo.uha"e all 01 the parts x 51"la,/I (sides)
Iisled. ')f YDUdo. nDrhave all ollhe. ' ' 1 (ence secliDn 35' long .

x 48 112'Iall (rear)parts fislc-o below, STaR! Conlae,'. I' 35 I/Z'I
. " . , 1ga e sec!lon. 0.010.Ine dealer wnare you purchased . ('7' x DO 3I4'lall (ilonl) "

, IniS endo.sure, and adv-se.lhem . t '\ I d'
• ., . '. \,." 0. acar signabDul whalls miSSing., Wilhcut all . ~ .

of Ihe parts needed 10 conslruct 11 C ariD n ;; 2
Ihis enclo.sur'e, il cannollunclian- ,'10.0511 112" square 7S"long
properly and salely \.... qronl, where gale lalch Will allach)

, 2;posls 1 liZ" square 70" IDn9
, (rfar co.rners,wilh extra SIDIS) .
'-'l:1' posl 1 liZ' square 70' lone
. (11001/, where gale hinge will 'anach)

• Inslruclions
, I bag hardware

- IZ lence clips
. 6 lence poSI caps
, Z resin hinges
, 1 gravity 1"len
-1 gravily lalch finger
. 4 Tele Screws

" 12 #10 x 1/2 phifips head screws'
- 6 #8 philips head screws
. 8 10-Z4 x 518' machine screws

ENDPOST---

• "MAXIMUM, t' MINIMUM GHOUND
TO BOnOM OF FENCE CfJj.,NNEL

~, .'."'tx;. AS A SFAeEH TO
--rn::m ENCLOSURE

1 ",

.~"l~~~,' I .WOOD SPACER
I f"I"THICK .r03ET...(.:R BEFORE lv .,

'OURING~.qETE I I .h
,On1Alrrst"'""s ~/
'nOPERL y "'--.___ •...

'" Figur,~/1A
,, ,

.s'IDE 1-8-iC<:
.... "" ..

, ,
LATCH '1 ,..-
GATt,', ...
?O...'T" .•

r

'igure

I
.v..xJMUM,
JINIMUM TO 80nOI,1
f-"tHeE CR/JiNEL

I
..T..t.. ..

HE~D ~.ll THE WAY THROUGH THESE
,FCTIONS AT lEAST ONCE BEFO.",E
U COtvl;: fit..CK TO STEP ;~ AND STA,:::i
1N i./,TION

..
. 'II!};". rtiE LA TeH !.lUST 5E AT LEAST 55' ABOVE THE

G,qOUHD OR ACCORD/HG TO LOCAL BUILOIHG CODE.

J) Do 0101 inslali (II alreaoy installed, removej
YOUi"A' Irar.1e salely ladder or,ground 10
did: lad:ler unJUYDUhave campleled
inslalfing your tadder enclosure

1/ "1 'i I-I
.. 'i.. ' .

I , ~
~ If
• ' .
I

•• 1f\"1~
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HAY-I 1-2001 FRI 04:27 PH REC PRODUCTS INC FAX NO. 330 225 1745 P. 08

59.2S.1

RAsY ENTRy STEP ENCLOSURE SYSTEM

4. S' LATCH
!BOCA I)

,

23. O'
caOCA 2)

'_.__ ._-_ ...-----_ .._--~-------_ •.._._--



HAY-l!-2001 FRI 04:26 PH REC PRODUCTS INC

._._-:--.--"'-"-'5 "inPre' FAX NO. 330 225 1745 P. 07

'. I.l' SlOIl
IOOCA 4) OlAV. IIA~D RAIL

3)

48.25' Tor 0, GATE
(DOCA 31

/

'- ,0, IS- STEr
(ANS I I J
WOCA II

--=-/
/'

36' STr?
(ANS I 2 J
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u
. 11~tv. StUl lor t~ur,. •• )UCLOm. _. "'-- .---_; 1516 Cottonwaad I,N Jo.'B
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SELF-LATCHING SYSTEM
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• Reversible - choose whether you want the ladder
or the stair on the inside / outside of the pool

• Designed for use with both 48" or 52" pools
• Double handrails on the stair and extended

handrails on the ladder for easy entry and exit
• All resin design with stainless hardware for years

of worry-free use
• Easy "J" hook brackets to secure Combo to pool

top rail for greater stability (no drilling required)
• Optional gate and picket package available for stair

portion for greater security (sold separately). Gate
is spring-loaded, self-closing, self-latching and
lockable

• Unit can be used with our resin Pool Fencing to
totally enclose and protect pool

• Slide-Lock ladder protects .entry to your pool when
using ladder portion on the out side of the pool

• 3501bs. capacity



APPENDIX G

SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS

(The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically rejerenced in the adopting ordinance.)

',--

SECTION AG101
GENERAL

AGIOl.I General. The provisions of this appendix shall con-
trol the design and construction of swimming pools, spas and
hot tubs installed in oron the lot of a one. or two-family dwell-

_ i!1~'..!_~.. --:. -,' ~ ~~ - C""~4_=~-'~",,:.,..:-:~.

AGIOl.2Pools in flood hazard areas. Pools that are located
in flood hazard areas established by Table R30 1.2( I), includ-
ing above-ground pools. on-ground pools and in-ground pools
that involve placement of fill, shall comply with Sections
AGIOI.2.1 or AGIOI.2.2.

Exception: Pools located in riverine flood hazard areas
which are outside of designated floodways.

AGlOl.2.I Pools located in designated flood ways. Where
pools are located in designated flood ways, documentation
shall be submitted to the building official, which demon-
strates that the construction of the pool will not increase the
design flood elevation at any point within the jurisdiction.

AGlOl.2.2 Pools located where flood ways have not been
designated. Where pools are located where design flood
elevations are specified but flood ways have not been desig-
nated, the applicant shall provide a flood way analysis that
demonstrates that the proposed pool will not increase the
design flood elevation more than I foot (305 mm) at any
point within the jurisdiction.

SECTION AG102
DEFINITIONS

AG 102,1 General. Forthe purposes of these requirements, the
terms used shall be defined as follows and as set forth in Chap-
ter 2.

ABOVE-GROUND/ON-GROUND POOL. See "Swim-
ming pool."

BARRIER. A fence, wall, building wall or combination
thereof which completely surrounds the swimming pool and
obstructs access to the swimming pool.

HOT TUB. See "Swirruning pool."

IN-GROUND POOL. See "Swimming pool."

RESIDENTIAL. That which is situated on the premises of a
detached one- or two-family dwelling or a one-family town-
house not more than three stories in height.

SPA, NONPORTABLE. See "Swimming pooP'

SPA, PORTABLE. A nonpermanent structure intended for'
recreational bathing, in which all controls, water-heating and
water-circulating equipment are an integral part of the product.

SWIMMING POOL. Any structure intended for swimming
or recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches (610

2009 INTERNATIONAL RESIOENTIAL eOCE'"

mm) deep. This includes in-ground, above-ground and
on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.

SWIMMING POOL, INDOOR. A swimming pool which is
totally contained within a structure and surrounded on all four
sides by the walls of the enclosing structure.

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR. Any swimming pool
which is not an indoor pool.

SECTION AG103
SWIMMING POOLS

AG 103.1 In-ground pools. In-ground pools shall be designed
and constructed in conformance with ANSUNSPI-5 as listed in
Section AG 108.

AGI03.2 Above-ground and on-ground pools. Above-
ground and on-ground pools shall be designed and constructed
in conformance with ANSUNSPI-4 as listed in Section AG I08.

AGI03.3 Pools in flood hazard areas. In flood hazard areas I
established by Table R301.2(1), pools in coastal high hazard
areas shall be designed and constructed in confonnance with
ASCE24.

SECTION AG104
SPAS AND HOT TUBS

AGI04.1 Permanently installed spas and hot tubs. Perma-
nently installed spas and hot tubs shall be designed and con-
structed in conformance with ANSUNSPI-3 as listed in Section
AGl08.

AGI04.2 Portable spas and hot tubs. Portable spas and hot
tubs shall be designed and constructed in conformance with
ANSUNSPI-6 as listed in Section AG 108.

SECTION AG105
BARRIER REQUIREMENTS

AGI05.1 Application. The provisions of this chapter shall
control the design of barriers for residential swimming pools,
spas and hot tubs. These design controls are intended to pro-
vide protection against potential drownings and near-
drownings by restricting access to swimming pools. spas and
hot tubs.

AG 105.2 Outdoor swimming pool. An outdoor swimming
pool, including an in-ground, above-ground or on-ground
pool, hot tub or spa shall be surrounded by a barrier which shall
comply with the following: .

I. The top of the barrier shall be at least 48 inches (1219
mm) above grade measured on the side of the barrier
which faces away from the swimming pool. The maxi-
mum vertical clearance between grade and the bottom of
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the barrier shall be 2 inches (51 mm) measured on the
side of the barrier which faces away from the swimming
pool. Where the top of the pool structure is above grade,
such as an above-ground pool, the barrier may be at
ground level, such as the pool structure. or mounted on
top of the pool structure. Where the barrier is mounted on
top of the pool structure, the maximum vertical clearance
between the top of the pool structure and the bottom of
the barrier shall be 4 inches (102 mm).

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a
4-inch-diarneter (102 mm) sphere.

3. Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a
masonry or stone wall, shaH not contain indentations or
protrusions except for normal construction tolerances
and tooled masonry joints.

4. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical
members and the distance between the tops of the hori-
zontal members is less than 45 inches (1143 mm), the
horizontal members shall be located on the swimming
pool side of the fence. Spacing between vertical mem-
bers shall not exceed PI, inches (44 mm) in width.
Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical mem-
bers, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed PI,
inches (44 mm) in width.

5. Where the barrier is composed of horizontal and vertical
members and the distance between the tops of the hori-
zontal members is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more, spacing
between vertical members shall not exceed 4 inches (102
mm). Where there are decorative cutouts within vertical
members, spacing within the cutouts shall not exceed 1'1,
inches (44 mm) in width.

6. Maximum mesh size for chain link'fences shall be a
2'/,-inch (57 mm) square unless the fence has slats fas-
tened at the top or the bottom which reduce the openings
to not more than 1'1, inches (44 mm).

7. Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members,
such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by
the diagonal members shall not be more than 1'1. inches
(44 mm).

8. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Sec-
tion AGl05.2, Items I through 7, and shall be equipped
to accommodate a locking device. Pedestrian access
gates shall open outward away from the pool and shall be
self-closing and have a self-latching device. Gates other
than pedestrian access gates shall have a self-latching
device. Where the release mechanism of the self-latch-
ing device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from
the bottom of the gate, the release mechanism and open-
ings shall comply with the following;

8.1. The release mechanism shall be located on the
pool side of the gate at least 3 inches (76 mm)
below the top of the gate; and \ '

. J \\ -I S\"f!~,.,,!
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8.2. The gate and barrier shall have no opening larger
than II, inch (12.7 mm) within 18 inches (457
mm) of the release mechanism.

9. Where a wall of a dwelling serves as part of the barrier,
one of the following conditions shall be met;

9.1. The pool shall be equipped with a powered safety
cover in compliance with ASTM F 1346; ~

9.2. Doors with direct access to the pool through that
wall shall be equipped with an alarm which pro-
duces an audible warning when the door and/or
,its screen, if present, are opened. The alarm shall
be listed and labeled in accordance with UL
2017. The deactivation switch(es) shall be
located at least 54 inches (1372 mm) above the
threshold of the door; £L

9.3. Other means of protection, such as self-closing
, • doors with self-latching devices, which are

approved by the governing body, shall be accept-
able as long as the degree of protection afforded
is not less than the protection afforded by Item
9.1 or 9.2 described above.

10. Where an above-ground pool structure is used as a bar-
rier or where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool
structure. and the means of access is a ladder or steps:

10.1. The ladder or steps shall be capable of being
~d, ~ or r~d to prevent access;
or

10.2. The ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a
barrier which meets the requirements of Sec-
tion AG 105.2, items I through 9. When the lad-
deror steps are secured, locked or removed, any
opening created shall not allow the passage of a
4-inch.diameter (102 mm) sphere.

AG I OS.3 Indoor swimming pool. Walls surrounding an
indoor swimming pool shall comply with Section AGI05.2,
Item 9.

AGIOS.4 Prohibited locations. Barriers shall be located to
prohibit permanent structures. equipment or similar objects
from being used to climb them.

AGIOS.S Barrier exceptions. Spas or hot tubs with a safety
cover which complies with ASTM F 1346, as listed in Section
AG 107, shall be exempt from the provisions of this appendix.

SECTION AG106
ENTRAPMENT PROTECTION FOR SWIMMING

POOL AND SPA SUCTION OUTLETS

AGI06.1 General. Suction outlets shall be designed and I
installed in accordance with ANSVAPSP.7.
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