
TOWN OF NORFOLK

ENERGY COMMITTEE

One Liberty Lane
Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, August 21, 201.7 Town Hall Meeting Room

Energy Committee Members Attending
Chairman: Andy Bakinowski
Vice Chairman: Lawrence Sullivan

Clerk:      James L. Wilkinson

Member:  Emory Schveigoffer

Not Present

Selectperson Scott Bugsby
Representative

The meeting was called to order at 7: 00 p.m.

The minutes of the meetings of May 23, 2017 and July 16, 2017 were approved.

New Business

Warrant Article re: Stretch Code to be presented at Fall Town Meeting

Mr. Sullivan proposed that the Energy Committee make an effort to get a Warrant Article
concerning adoption of the Stretch Code on the Warrant for the Fall Town Meeting to be held on
November 14, 2017. Mr. Sullivan stated a concern that momentum for passage of the Stretch

Code might dissipate if the Warrant Article was not put to a vote until the Spring Town Meeting
in May of 2018. He stated he had made phone calls to determine what needed to happen in order
to have this happen. Mr. Sullivan was advised by a Town ofNorfolk official that in order for a
Warrant Article to be placed on the agenda for the Fall Town Meeting a Petition signed by at
least 100 Norfolk Registered voters needed to be submitted at Town Hall on or before September

7, 2017.  A particular form for the statement of the Warrant Article and the petition signatures is

available at Town Hall.

Mr. Bakinowski raised a question as to whether 10 or 100 signatures were required to submit a

Warrant Article by Petition.

Mr. Wilkinson agreed to review the Town Bylaws and the applicable Massachusetts statutes to

determine the number of signatures.  He also raised the question as to whether the Energy



Committee could also submit the Warrant Article as had been done in 2009.

The plan to attempt to get adoption of the Stretch Code on the Fall Warrant was voted upon and

unanimously approved.

Mr. Bakinowski suggested that efforts be made to obtain 120 signatures on the Petitions in order

to compensate for signatures that did not qualify.

It was determined that Mr. Wilkinson would draft the Warrant Article and circulate the draft for

review and editing.

Mr. Bakinowski stated that once it was determined that the Warrant Article would be taken up at
the Fall Meeting the Energy Committee would then need to schedule a meeting with both the
Advisory Board and the Board of Selectmen in order to attempt to gain the support of both
Boards.

Mr. Sullivan discussed the Power Point presentation he has been developing to highlight the
reasons the adoption of the Stretch Code and the consequent ability of Norfolk to attain Green
Community status would be of great benefit to the Town of Norfolk.  He indicated that he would
add specific experiences of other town that adopted the Stretch Code and attained Green

Community status to the presentation; and to point out that, to date, Norfolk has left
approximately $ 1, 000, 000 on the table by not attaining Green Community status.

Mr. Bakinowski stated that the towns of Westwood and Medfield would be good examples.

He also stated that an argument that may be made in opposition to adoption of the Stretch Code
is that the Building Inspector would need to be qualified to enforce it and qualifying the Building
Inspector may cost the town money.

Mr. Wilkinson stated that he would obtain information concerning the past debates over adoption
of the Stretch Codes including accessing the videos of the prior Town Meetings, and report back
concerning the arguments that were presented in opposition.

Mr. Bakinowski stated that Kelly Brown, the DEP Green Community Coordinator for the region
including Norfolk would be a good resource. It was agreed to attempt to make arrangements for
Ms. Brown to speak with us and to, perhaps, also speak at the Town Meeting.

Charge for the Energy Committee from the Board of Selectman

Mr. Wilkinson agreed to continue to draft a charge for the Energy Committee and to submit it to
the Board of Selectmen for approval.



Next Meetings & Schedule

The next Committee meeting will be on September 5, 2017 at 7: 00 pm.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 8: 15 pm.

Respec lly s mitted,

es L. Wilkinson, Clerk


