Meeting Minutes - Norfolk Historical Commission
September 27, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Betsy Pyne at 7 p.m. Additional board members in attendance included
Barbara Bartholomew, Gail Sullivan, and Sandra Paquette. Associate members Thelma Ravinski, Greg
Stahl and Sam Zeigler were also present.

The financial report was read; Sandra will serve as the new treasurer.

Agenda Items:

Pictures for School: Barbara sent pictures of Mrs. MacBride and Mr. Washburn to the Spellman family.
Betsy will email them tomorrow and tell them to check with the school for more pictures.

Sweatshirts: The anniversary sweatshirts will be in navy with the town seal on the front, and on back
Happy 150th Anniversary, picture in the middle with caption, and Norfolk, MA below picture. We talked
about a picture of the Warelands, Tramp House, Norfolk Town Hall, schoothouse, but I think we are going
with the Warelands. We will order 100 sweatshirts, 25 of each in sizes, S, M, L, XL. Sandra will order
after we approve the artwork.

Next Meeting: We'll meet on the 3rd Tuesday which is October 18.

Old Town Hall Discussion: Thelma and Barbara said the building has a lot of issues and is not really
historical; it was a garage. We all agree that it would be too costly to renovate the building, and voted not
to save it.

The Warelands: It needs a lot of work and would take about $1 million dollars to fix it. If a grant is
made, all repairs and restoration must be done in compliance with the standards for rehabilitation of
Historic Buildings set by the Secretary of the Interior. Betsy emailed people that were interested in buying
it and looking for public funding. The town must retain its interest by way of a Preservation Restriction pa~
a public access ea. n;int 1;,by 3 "Cla_wrgack %ro ision", \{vhere the funds are paid back when the house is
sold. This tsthe-sametlingthatavas.done o the angé. Sam went to the Warelands with Colene
Osborn; he said some rooms were original and some were not, and there were pegs in beams that did not
need to be there. Sam also said that it is worth trying to fix, but it needs everything; the roof has been
replaced. Kathryn Ross recommended that Betsy call Jeff Gonyeau of Preservation Mass as he could help
to interpret the standards and how they would apply to the conditions found at the Warelands. He will
come out to consult for free. Barbara said John Martin worked on the house and later bought it; he replaced
boards in the 1970s. One buyer wants to rebuild the barn; Sam said that a good pertion of the barn is still
good. The property is being sold with a price in the $700,000 range including 34 acres of land, and the

house lotis 4 1/2 acres.

a
Spectry: We received a letter from MHC to Spectre, stating that they require careful surveying and
preservation of archacological sites along the path of the pipeline. Spectr reports directly to MHC.




Demo Delay: We voted to approve the demolition application for 13 Cottage Avenue. Betsy will notify
Bob Bullock. The house 1s 84 years old, but is not worth saving,

\.

Projects: Barbara has an updated list of what needs to be done; please see attached sheet. *

Cook Book: NHC received a package for Thelma from N. A. The package contained The Norfolk
Neighborly Club Cook Book; it is very old.

NHC Room: Barbara has ideas to do over the NHC Room along with pictures and labeling books, clean
bookcase and display window. Maybe put a sweatshirt for sale in the window. Betsy wants all pictures to
be hung up for display on the walls instead of in a stack.

Keenan Donations: Barbara has notes on donations by Patrick Keenan; there is a box containing items.

Photo: We looked at a picture that was given to us of Police Chief James P. MacNeil from the 1940s. 5\\\.
\l

Rockwood Road: Betsy received a disc from Kathleen Broomer. The disc was revised Rockwood Road ]
in July 2016. )

History: Barbara wrote a history of the Norfolk Town Hall; see aftached.

Deeds: Greg Stahl had two copies of Deeds and Research for Adams Corn Mill at City Mills. One copy is
for NHC and the other was given for Barbara to go over.

Indian War: Benjamin (Rocket) Rockwood, who originally lived in Wrentham on Franklin Street after
the Indian War, ended up living on Gold Street with his daughter and son-in-law. Now the house is back in
Norfolk. Rocket was 18 when he was chasing his horses, and he saw where the Indians were; he told the
militia, and they attacked the Indians.

The meeting was adjourned at ¢ p.m.

Sandra Paquette for Geri Tasker
GAT/SP '




