
Norfolk Historical Commission

Meeting Minutes—March 20, 2018

The meeting was called to order by Betsey Whitney at 7: 05 p. m.; board members present were Marcia
Johnston, Gail Sullivan and Geri Tasker. Donna Jones and Grange members: Dennis Schworer, and

Samantha Benton were also present.

Financial Report: Update will be given at next meeting

Minutes: The February 2018 minutes were read; Betsey moved to accept the minutes, Gail seconded

the motion, and it was approved by all.

Agenda Items:

Grange: Samantha distributed copies of the landscape sketch, list of plantings and estimates from three

different landscape companies: Schworer Landscapes, Verrochi Landscape Inc, and Landscape Oasis.

Dennis reviewed the landscape sketch with the list of proposed plantings. The Grange membership

knows that NHC requested three quotes, and members will vote on one of the three estimates. NHC

suggested that Samantha contact Cyndi Andrades of CPC to add this item to the agenda of their next

meeting on the first Wednesday of the month, April 4. If their proposal is accepted by CPC, the grant

would then need to be approved at the upcoming Town Meeting as a CPC item. Betsey moved to accept
the three proposals and advises that the Grange move on to CPC with the support of NHC. Gail

seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.

Samantha also mentioned a Grange upcoming event: The 9th Annual Clean and Green Town Wide Effort;

notices will be forthcoming.

Essay Contest:  Geri reported that although attendance at our Kick Off Meeting was very sparse, one of
the parents suggested that perhaps the school could send a message to the parents via School Connect.

Geri contacted Lisa Altham- Hickey, principal of Freeman- Kennedy with that request as well as attached

files of the guidelines and entry forms. The principal said she' d be very happy to forward the info to
parents, teachers and the school librarian. Geri also contacted the principal of KP North, Dr. Gilson, but

has not had a reply as yet; she will follow up. Copies of NHC Archive Files that Betsy Pyne put together

along with an index of the files and a handout, Use of the History Room in the Schoolhouse, have been

placed in the Library Schoolhouse for use in addition to the library' s resources.  Geri put a folder with

Guidelines/ Entry Forms in the Library as well as a Log- in Book for researching in the Schoolhouse. The

Guidelines/ Entry Form is also available on our website. Betsey Whitney has updated 4 of her original

posters and will post them in the Town Hall, Public Library, and both schools. Geri created a new flyer

that she will post around town and leave extra copies in the Town Clerk' s office. The Community Room

at the NPL has been booked for Tuesday, May 22 for the Essay Award Ceremony.

Sign for Cleveland Street: Daniel Steingard bought a house on Cleveland St. a year ago; he spoke with

Betsy Pyne about getting a sign for his house. The procedure is that the homeowner must provide to

NHC documentation regarding when the house was built; signs are made by Bob Leonard in Maine; the



homeowner is responsible for payment of the sign. Geri moved to approve a sign for Daniel Steingard' s

house on Cleveland St. upon receipt of appropriate documentation. The homeowner must follow NHC

guidelines and is responsible for payment of the sign. Betsey seconded the motion which passed

unanimously.

Warelands:  Betsey W. and Betsy P. met with Cyndi Andrades of the CPC to discuss the Warelands

property. NHC thought it was plausible for someone interested in buying the house to apply for a CPC

grant. There was an interested buyer, Colleen Osborne, who finally purchased another home, but there

is another interested buyer at this time. The bank has lowered their asking price. Betsy P. had

entertained the thought that perhaps NHC could apply to CPC for a grant to hire an appraiser in order to

get an accurate price.

Gail brought attention to an item she found in a brochure about a home sold in Maine with a

preservation easement; the home was sold through the ME Preservation' s Protect and Sell Program.

She is thinking that perhaps there is a similar program in Massachusetts that we could tap in order to
sell and preserve the Warelands. For more information, the Maine contact is

sara@mainepreservation. org and the phone number is 207- 847- 3577.

The Red Book:  Betsy P spoke with Jack Hathaway about the upcoming celebration and showed him the

RED Book Photo Album of the 125th Birthday Celebration. She told him about our idea of having An

Evening of Time Travelers; The Town Administrator and the Selectmen would be directly involved with

the planning and presentation of this event. Jack thought it was a great idea, and he discussed it with

the Selectmen, who would all like to participate. Donna showed us the photos from the last celebration

that included a presentation of this type. We could also show clips of the Chilson Tapes that

documented the 100th birthday celebration. Betsey moved to officially call the 150th Anniversary

Celebration, An Evening of Time Travelers. Geri seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Town Report: Betsey would like to add to the report the name of the group that they gave the

schoolhouse speech to; the Sudbury Questors, a women' s group interested in history. Geri will make
the change and submit the report to Marian Harrington and Susan Jacobson.

Schoolhouse Presentation:  Betsy P& Betsey W presented their schoolhouse talk to the Questors in

October 2017.  The Library Director, Sarina Bluhm, would like them to present their talk to the public

in the Fall. Details about this event will follow.

Scholarship: Geri reported that the Scholarship Link is still on our web page and the old outdated form

pops up. She feels that the application form should be updated even though we' re not actively

advertising the scholarship as we did two years ago. The feeling is that in the event a college student

sees the scholarship link on our website and is interested, it should link to a current application form.

Members were in agreement so Geri will update the form and send to the webmaster.

More Chilson Films: Donna Jones reported that the Franklin Historical Commission has other films by

Stanley Chilson containing material that they do not recognize. She was at a function there and

suggested the films might be about Norfolk as we have a collection of Chilson films documenting



Norfolk events. Donna spoke with Thelma and Betsy Pyne who both thought we' d be interested in
seeing them. She will contact Franklin Historical Commission to see if we could borrow them and view
to determine if the films are of Norfolk.

Betsey moved to adjourn the meeting at 8: 43 p. m. Geri seconded and motion which was approved
unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Geraldine A. Tasker


