
Norfolk Historical Commission

Meeting Minutes—April 24, 2018

The meeting was called to order by Betsy Pyne at 7: 05 p. m.; board members present were Marcia
Johnston, Gail Sullivan and Geri Tasker.   Thelma Ravinski and Ben Rogers were also present. Donna
Jones joined us as well.

Financial Report: Update will be given at next meeting

Minutes: The March 2018 minutes were read; Betsy moved to accept the minutes, Gail seconded the
motion, and it was approved by all.

Agenda Items:

Cleveland Street House Sign:  Daniel Steingard paid$ 62. 00 for hiE house sign, which reads: Rev. Daniel
Rounds house 1875.  Rounds was the minister of the First Baptist Church. In the 125th celebration, one
of the selectman portrayed him; Betsy P asked Daniel to portray Rev. Rounds in the upcoming event, but
we don' t have a definite commitment.

Gifts: We welcomed Ben Rogers who brought artifacts from his family farm circa 1955; his parents
moved here in 1951, and they started an herb farm, the Rogers Herb Farm at 2 Holbrook Street. There
were four children: Peggy, Margaret, Ben and Joanna. Ben scanned in the whole catalogue from their
farm for us and will send us copies of whatever we' d like. They had wonderful parties with up to 700
people from all over.  The Clayton Cummings Band played; his parents stayed up on the terrace and
everyone went to talk with them. The house was built in 1795 because during a renovation, a beam wasti

found with Me on it.  The house sign says David Holbrook ca: 1810 because that' s when Holbrook sold
it.  Current owners are Scott and Jean Boulter.

He also talked about Upland Trout Club and had maps from 1893; the University of NH has a collection
of old maps.

Warelands: is under contract but we do not know who the buyers are; Betsy P called the bank to let
them know that NHC would be happy to talk to the new owners about the preservation restriction on
the property. There might be funds available from CPC.

Anniversary Book: Betsy brought a draft of the dedication page she wrote for the Anniversary Book:
Every Picture Tells a Story. She also read the dedication to Bertha Fales, a draft written by Barbara B.

Betsey W Report: Betsy reviewed the notes from Betsey W about several initiatives she is pursuing.
Her notes are attached.

Essay Contest ideas: We did not receive any essays; Betsy feels that we should try again with easier
topics of a more general nature and include more grades.



Anniversary Celebration: The Selectmen have approved our idea of holding the Time Traveler' s

Birthday Party in 2020; Betsy has been trying to find people to role play historic figures from Norfolk' s
past for this event.  She is trying to find out more information about Moses Thatcher so she contacted

the Original Congregational Church in Wrentham to see what they might have in their records; she
spoke with Nancy Sylvestre (384-3202) and Judy McCormack( 384-5996).  Donna is also working on
getting people interested in helping with and participating in the celebration.

Grange Landscaping: The Grange Landscaping Plan is not eligible for CPC funds because it is already an
existing site and is not covered by the existing law. It is still a plus for them as it has been approved by
the NHC.  Since they do have a landscaping plan, they could do fund raising activities on their own to
finish what they started.

Sweatshirts: Town Clerk, Carole Green suggested that we sell sweatshirts at the Election on 5/ 1 and

also at Town Meeting on 5/ 8.  Schedule for selling on May 1st: 9- 11: 30, Betsy P; 11: 30- 1: 30 Thelma
Ravinski and Marcia Johnston; 1: 30— 4, Geri Tasker and Gail Sullivan; and Betsey Whitney and Sandra
Paquette from 4- 6. For the Town Meeting, maybe the Town Moderator, Jay Tallerman could make an
announcement.

Time Line: Thelma gave Betsy the flash drive for the historical timeline she has been working on; Betsy
will print it for her.

Geri moved to adjourn the meeting at 8: 54 p. m. Marcia seconded and motion which was approved
unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

VI(

Geraldine A. Tasker


