
PLANNING BOARD

1 Liberty Lane
Norfolk, MA 02056

MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, February 7, 2017 Place: Town Hall Room 124

PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING: 

Chairman: Michelle Maheu (Absent) 

Vice-chairman: Walter Byron

Clerk: Jennifer West

Members: John Weddleton

Absent: Steve McClain (Absent) 

Associate Member: Gregg Damiano
Others: Ray Goff/Town Planner, Betsy Fijol/Administrative Asst. 

Walter called the meeting to order at 7: 09 pm in Michelle' s absence and informed the audience that the meeting
is being audio and video taped. 

Public Hearings

Time: 7: 15 pm

Project: 113 Union Street -Special Permit for ground mounted solar as an accessory to a residence - 
continued from 1/ 12/ 17

Applicant: Michael Nierney
Comments: The Board is in receipt of a request from the applicant for a continuance of the hearing to the next
meeting. John moved to continue the hearing for 113 Union Street to 3/ 14/ 17 at 7:00 pm. Jennifer seconded the
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Project: 39 Miller Street -Site Plan -Review Decision

Comments: John moved to approve the Site Plan Decision # 2016- 10 for Buddy' s Doggie Daycare at 39 Miller

Street. Jennifer seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Time: 7: 30 pm

Project: Norway Farms Subdivision -33 Medway Street
Applicant: Rob & Jean Cain/Owners, Rick Goodreau/ United Consultants

Comments: Walter called the public hearing to order for the Norway Farms Subdivision at 33 Medway Street to
order at 7: 30 pm. Jennifer read the Notice of Hearing into the public record. 

Rick Goodreau from United Consultants presented the proposed 13 lot conventional subdivision plan and

provided an overview of the project. It is proposed to extend Cress Brook Road from the existing cul-de- sac
back to Medway Street and the development of one 220' cul- de- sac. It is proposed to construct two sidewalks
and sloped granite curbing as required. The stormwater will be handled by a closed drainage system that will be



a catch basin to a drain manhole system that will discharge to a sediment fore bay and to a bio retention area
with an overflow area for an underground infiltration system. It is proposed to extend the water line from

Medway Street and connecting to the existing dead end Cress Brook Road water line. ' 

Mr. Goodreau said that he is in receipt of comments from the Town Planner and BETA Group, which will be
addressed after he has time to digest them. He said that he has been in contact with Nature Heritage Endangered

Species and they are very much in favor of Cape Cod berm rather than vertical granite curbing. 

Mr. Carr, 6 Cress Brook Road, inquired about the height of the proposed retaining wall and will it have an
impact on the existing grade of the road. Mr. Goodreau replied that the maximum height of the wall will be 4' 
high and will taper down. The wall will be visible from the street but not from Mr. Carr' s property. Mr. Carr
also asked where the proposed sidewalk will be located. Mr. Goodreau said that he proposes to put the sidewalk

on the inside closest to the existing Cress Brook Road in order to create a loop. If the Board waives one of the
sidewalks, then it may be possible to eliminate one of the retaining walls. 

Bob Merlesena, 3 Cress Brook Road, asked what the plan is with the Cress Brook rotary. Mr. Goodreau replied
that it is proposed to leave the existing rotary in place with a connection to it and create a roundabout traffic
calming pattern. 

Bill Reilly, 7 Cress Brook Road, said that a roundabout would be an odd configuration and impacts the
neighborhood. He said he has a disable child and is concerned with additional traffic flow. Mr. Reilly said he
has health care visits daily and they park in the cul de sac, so adding traffic to that area would be a problem and
is a concern. 

John Weddleton said that an Open Space Preservation subdivision is not possible here because the site lies in a' 

nitrogen sensitive area. 

The Board discussed different options on the configuration of the roadway connection to Cress Brook Road to
minimize the impact on the neighbors. Mr. Goodreau said that he would take the suggestions the Board made on

the roadway connection and the treatment of the existing rotary into consideration and come back with a revised
proposal at the next meeting. 

Rob St. John, 54 Lake Street, asked about proposed tree removal and grading behind his house. Mr. Goodreau
gave an overview of what is proposed. Mr. St. John said that he is concerned about the Red Oak forest that

backs up to his property and asked that they be kept in mind. Ray asked Mr. Goodreau to look into tweaking the
grading to address this concern. 

Mr. Reilly said that the land was previously used as a tree farm and asked if there has been any consideration to
conduct soil testing for chemicals that may have been used in the operation. Mr. Goodreau said that they are
looking into it and Mr. Cain is a licensed pesticide applicator. Ray commented that he has some experience with
this and the Planning Board can require some soil testing. 

John Weddleton moved to continue the hearing for Norway Farms to March 14, 2017 at 7: 15 pm. Jennifer
seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Project: Approval of Meeting Minutes ' 
Comments: Jennifer moved to approve the 1/ 12/ 17 meeting minutes. John seconded the motion. The motion
carried unanimously. 



Next Meeting & Schedule

The next regular meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, March 14, 2017 at 7: 00 pm. 

Adiournment

John moved to adjourn the meeting at 9: 30 pm. Walter seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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