
PLANNING BOARD

1 Liberty Lane
Norfolk,       MA 02056

MEETING MINUTES

Date of Meeting :     Tuesday,    May 12 ,    2020 Place :     Zoom Virtual Meeting

PLANNING BOARD MEMBERS ATTENDING :

Chairman : Walter Byron

Vice-chairman :    John Weddleton

Clerk: Gary Searle
Members  :     Erin Hunt,    Chad Peck

Associate Member :    Peter Svalbe    (absent)

Others :    Rich McCarthy/Town Planner,    Amy Brady/Administrative Assistant

Mr.    Byron called the Planning Board meeting to order at 7 : 00 pm and informed the audience that in accordance
with the Governor ' s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law,    G .    L .    c .     30A,     §    20 ,

relating to the 2020 novel Coronavirus outbreak emergency,    the May 12 ,    2020,    7 : 00 P .M. ,    public meeting of
the Norfolk Planning Board shall be physically closed to the public to avoid group congregation.
Alternative public access to this meeting shall be done via Zoom online video conferencing .     This application
will allow users to view the meeting and provide comments during allocated windows .    To join,    follow the web
link or call the dial- in number listed below under the start time/Call to Order .    The meeting will be recorded for
future rebroadcast by Norfolk Community Television.    For more information on getting connected and using the
video conference features ,    please visit http : //www . norfolk . ma . us/ assets/ files/news/ resident-zoom-guide . pdf

Project :     19 Shire Drive    (formerly known as 7 Philips Way)-    Site Plan ,    Special Permit,    Stormwater
Management    &    Earth Removal Permits-Cont ' d from 4/ 14/20

Mr.    Byron called the continued public hearing to order at 7 : 00 pm for the 19 Shire Drive    (formerly know as 7
Philips Way)    site plan,    stormwater management permit and earth removal permit.

The Board is in receipt of a request for continuance from the applicant .

Mr .     Searle moved to continue the hearing for the 19 Shire Drive    (formerly known as 7 Philips Way)    site plan,
stormwater management permit and earth removal permit to June 16 ,    2020 at 7 : 00 pm .    Mr.    Hunt seconded the
motion .    The motion carried unanimously .

Project :    Public Hearing for Annual Town Meeting Proposed Zoning Amendments-I.4 . a. 11 .    &H.3 . e.2 .

Mr.    Byron called the Public Hearing to order at 7 :  30 pm to discuss proposed amendments to Norfolk Zoning
Bylaw Sections I. 4 . a.  11  .     and H . 3  . e . 2 .    Mr .     Searle read the Notice of Hearing into the public record .
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The proposed amendment to Section H . 3  . e . 2 .    is as follows :

To see if the Town of Norfolk will vote to amend Section H . 3  . e . 2 of the zoning bylaws by deleting the

following strikethrough language and inserting the new language in bold print,       or take any action relative
thereto :

H . 3  . e .    2 . In a subdivision,    the required affordable unit(s)    may be provided within a two family home designed

affordable unit is required    (that is ,    if the subdivision crew it in

home may be a market rate unit .    In no case shall the total number of units exceed the number of lots that would

subdivisions developed under Section H . 2 .

Reserved for future use.

Mr.    McCarthy explained that this would remove the provision to allow for a two -family as an option within the
Affordable Housing Bylaw.    He said that the affordable Housing Trust agrees with this change .

Mr .    Hunt moved to support the proposed amendment .    Mr .     Searle seconded the motion .    The motion carried
unanimously .

The proposed amendment to Section I . 4 . a.  11  .     is as follows :

To see if the Town will vote to amend Section I . 4 . a.  11 Residential Density of the Norfolk Zoning Bylaws by
deleting the following strikethrough language ;    or take any other action relative thereto :

I . 4 . a.  11 Residential Density .      Residential DWELLING UNITS ,      except for ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES ,
shall not have more than two bedrooms per unit. Residential densities , except for ASSISTED LIVING
FACILITIES ,      shall not exceed the ratio of sixteen bedrooms for any single LOT except by special permit.
Residential densities for ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES shall not exceed the ratio of 16 bedrooms per acre

for any single LOT except by Special Permit by the Zoning Board of Appeals .

Mr .    McCarthy explained that DHCD and the AG '  s office had reached out to the town several years ago to
remove this provision in the bylaw because regulating by bedrooms is not allowed by law.

Peter Diamond asked if anyone knows the history on how this bylaw was approved .    Mr.    McCarthy said he
doesn ' t know the history but it makes sense to correct it in order to give the town good standing with DHCD .

Mr .    Hunt moved to support the proposed amendment .    Mr.    Peck seconded the motion .    The motion carried
unanimously .

Mr .    Byron explained that a Citizen Petition has been submitted and a Public Hearing will be scheduled at the
6/ 16/20 meeting . Mr. Byron asked the petitioner,    Elizabeth Whitney of 26 Valley Street,    to describe what her
intent is .
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Ms .    Whitney explained that the goal is to provide and option for residential development in the C-  ld Zoning
District on the undeveloped parcels of land by amending Norfolk Zoning Bylaw Section J. 7 . a.  1  . C . Special
Permit Uses by the Planning Board of the zoning bylaws by inserting the following new language below after
DRIVE-UP WINDOWS .

Mr .    McCarthy said that he understands the intent but the proposed article is not written correctly and said that
he will work with Ms .     Whitney on an amendment to the article for the hearing next month.

New/O1d Business

Mr.    McCarthy explained that Miss Viola Oliver,     15 Cleveland Street resident and 2"d grader at H . O .    Day School ,    reached
out to him and Shawn Dooley to learn more about sidewalks and the need for a sidewalk on her street.

Miss Oliver read her letter about how talking to town officials can make you a good citizen,    the need for sidewalks on
Cleveland Street and how she learned about the Complete Streets Program .

Mr.    Lariviere explained about the Complete Streets Program and how the town goes about deciding where to install
sidewalks and how that is funded .    Mr.    Lariviere explained to Miss Oliver that there is a sidewalk being installed on her
end of Cleveland Street later this year as part of the Enclave project so she will be able to walk safely from her house to
Route 115  .

Mr.    McCarthy provided a draft sidewalk policy that includes two different provisions for those sidewalks along the
existing roadway along the property ' s frontage and those within new subdivisions .

Mr.    Lariviere provided a cost comparison between developer cost and DPW cost and came up with an average cost of  $3C
per linear foot .    He explained that the Complete Streets Program is looking for shovel ready projects and the town needs
money to fund the engineering and design in order to install the sidewalks of identified projects .    He said an assessment to ,
understand the needs in town would be helpful .

Mr.    Searle moved to adopt the Sidewalk Policy.    Mr.    Peck seconded the motion .    The motion carried unanimously.

Norway Farms Subdivision-Request for Release of Affordable Lots 2A    &    3

Elizabeth Maitland explained that both of the affordable lots    (Lots 2A    &    3 )    have sold and    $25 , 000 for each of

those lots were deposited into the Municipal Affordable Housing Trust fund and the developer are requesting
release of those lots .

Mr.    Hunt moved to release Lots 2A    &    3 Norway Farms Subdivision.    Mr.    Peck seconded the motion.    The
motion carried unanimously.

Norway Farms Subdivision-Sidewalk Modification Discussion

Rick Goodreau,    United Consultants ,    explained that it is requested to modify the sidewalk from the original
approved subdivision plan by repositioning the sidewalk at the entrance of Medway Street slightly to the south
of the original location to avoid the guidewires and utility pole and possible elimination of a length of sidewalk
and handicap ramp .
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Mr .    McCarthy explained that a hearing will be needed at the next meeting for this modification request and
invite the DPW since they proposed the sidewalk modification .    Ms .    Maitland said that she will submit a
modification application in order to schedule the public hearing .

Chris Henry,    30 Boardman Street,    said that he is in favor of keeping the sidewalk heading to Lake Street.

Norway Farms Subdivision -Lot Coverage Discussion

Elizabeth Maitland explained that this discussion was continued from the last meeting and will file an
application for a modification of the subdivision approval and Open Space Preservation Special Permit to hold a

hearing at the next meeting in conjunction with the sidewalk modification .

Meeting Minutes

Mr .     Searle moved to approve the 4/ 14/ 20 minutes as written .    Mr.    Peck seconded the motion .    The motion
carried ,    3 - 0    (Mr.    Hunt abstained because he hadn ' t read them) .

Town Planner Updates

Mr .    McCarthy explained that there was a Wastewater Master Plan for the Norfolk Center Wastewater District
kickoff meeting on 5 /7/ 20 .    There will be a joint meeting with the B -  1 Zoning District Working Committee and
the Planning Board on 6/ 29/20 to review the limits of the Wastewater District .

Street Light Specifications for the Abbyville 40B project-Mr.    McCarthy screen shared a picture of the proposed
light fixture for use throughout the Abbyville 40 B project,    rather than the lights outlined in our regulations .

Mr .    Hunt said that it would be good to have the DRB review the proposed lights and get some feedback from
them .

B- 1 Zoning Working Committee Updates

Mr .    Hunt informed the Board that the B -  1 Zoning Working Committee now has their own page on the Town of
Norfolk website and the MAPC Town Center Report will be posted there .

Mr .    McCarthy said that there is a B -  1 Zoning Working Committee meeting next Wednesday and the subject
matter will be building height,    building scale and Planned Multi -Lot Development.

Meeting Schedule

The next regular meeting was scheduled for June 16 ,    2020 .

Adjournment

Mr.    Peck moved to adjourn the meeting at 9 : 22 pm .    Mr.    Hunt seconded the motion . The motion carried
unanimously .

4



Respectfully submitted,

7

r.

Gary earle,    Clerk
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