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MINUTES FOR THE  

NORFOLK SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

November 19, 2013 

 
On Tuesday, the 19th day of November, 2013, at 7:10 p.m. Moderator Carolyn Van Tine 

called the Special Town Meeting to order. This meeting was held at the King Philip 

Middle School, 18 King Street, Norfolk, MA  02056.  Madame Moderator then led the 

audience in the Pledge of Allegience.  This was followed by introductions of the Town 

Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Selectmen, Town Manager, Town Counsel, and the 

Advisory Board.   

 

Madame Moderator then instructed the citizens on the rules of Town Meeting. Paul 

Terrio and Hillary Cohen were sworn in as vote counters.  There were 67 registered 

voters in attendance.  

 

ARTICLE 1             Motion Passed Unanimously                                              

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from Free Cash: 

$189,006; Conservation Commission Expenses $3,150; Public Safety Design (capital) 

$11,737; and DPW – Grounds / Lawn Care $23,650 for a total amount of $227,543 to be 

transferred to Conservation Commission Salaries $3,150; Public Safety Septic & Parking 

(capital) $11,737; Fire Department Salaries $36,000; Fire Department Expenses $10,244; 

Veteran’s Agent Expenses $15,000; Norfolk Public Schools $100,000; DPW- Grounds 

Maintenance Salaries $51,412 for a total transfer of $227,543. 

 

ARTICLE 2  Motion Passed Unanimously                                                                                                                                                            
To see if the Town will vote to approve the amount of $803.52 payable to Vision 

Governemtn Solutions (Assessors) Invoice dated November 5, 2011.  This bill was not 

received until November 1, 2013. 

 

ARTICLE 3              

There were no Committee Reports. 

 

 

ARTICLE 4   Motion To Indefinitely Postpone: Passed 38 to 14 

To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash, $50,000.00 to the Stabilization 

Fund; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 

ARTICLE 5                Motion To Indefinitely Postpone: Failed Unanimously   

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from any available source 

of funds, borrow or bond pursuant to any applicable statute to fund capital and other 

expense items; or take any other action relative thereto. (Capital Budget) 
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ARTICLE 5 (SUBSTITUTED MOTION)         Motion Passes Unanimously 
Move to appropriate the sum of $125,000 for the purpose of paying costs of acquiring 

Police Tasers, Norfolk Elementary School Water Heater and Fire Panel, and four (4)  

mowers for the Department of Public Works and to further move to appropriate the sum 

of $126,890 for the purpose of paying costs of acquiring an Animal Control pickup truck 

and two (2) police vehicles for the Police Department; including the payment of all other 

costs incidental and related thereto, and that to meet this appropriation, the Town 

Treasurer, with the approval of the Selectmen is hereby authorized to borrow said amount 

under and pursuant to Chapter 44, Section 7 (9) of the General Laws, or any other 

enabling authority, and to issue bonds or notes of the Town therefore. 

 

 

ARTICLE 6  Motion Passes Unanimously 
To see if the Town will vote to designate the remaining public land at Highland Lake as 

the Highland Grove Park to commemorate the New York and New England Excursion 

Park that was located there from 1875 – 1910; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 

ARTICLE 8 (amended)               Motion Passes by Declared Majority 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from the Community 

Preservation Fund, Open Space Reserve, a sum of $46,000 for the purposes of purchasing 

a conservation restriction on approximately 4.3 acres of the Gray property on Marshall 

Street (Assessors Map 19, Lot 71-1) and the right to construct a parking area thereon, the 

expenditure of said funds to be contingent to Mass. Audubon obtaining $96,787 in 

funding for the purchase of said property; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 
ARTICLE 9  Motion Passes Unanimously 

To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from the Community 

Preservation Fund, Historic Reserve, a sum of $12,000 to establish a formal entrance to 

the historic Highland Lake and Fales Memorial Park with access between 12 and 20 Main 

Street (Assessors Map 22, Block 7, Lot 18), including surveying, wetlands delineation, 

trail mapping, and parking; and to create informative sign panels at Highland Lake, City 

Mills, and Pondville; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 
 

ARTICLE 10     Motion Passes Unanimously 
To see if the Town will vote to appropriate and transfer from the Community 

Preservation Fund, an amount not to exceed $200,000 from the Affordable Housing 

reserve, to be transferred to the Municipal Affordable Housing Trust Fund, to be used to 

acquire, create, preserve, and/or support affordable housing in the Town of Norfolk; or 

take any other action relative thereto. 
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ARTICLE 11    Motion Passes by Declared Majority 

To see if the Town will vote to clarify the terms of election of constables in the Town of 

Norfolk to provide that, at the next annual election following expiration of the terms of 

office of the current incumbents, the Town shall vote to elect two constables, one of 

whom shall be elected for three years and the other of whom shall be elected for two 

years and, thereafter, each such office shall be filled by election for terms of three years, 

such that the terms of such two constables shall be staggered; or take any other action 

relative thereto. 

A motion to Indefinitely Postpone this Article Failed by 24 to 22 

 

 

ARTICLE 12  Motion Passes by Declared Majority 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Norfolk General Bylaws, Article 10, 

Section 35, Site Work Construction Equipment, by deleting said Section 35 and replacing 

it as follows:  

 

Existing Language 

SECTION 35. Site Work Construction Equipment  

 

A.      No person or persons shall cause, allow or permit the operation of equipment or 

machinery associated with site work, construction, or demolition, or the operation of 

motor vehicles including dump trucks, trailer trucks, tractor units with flatbed trailers or 

other types of truck equipment, for the specific purpose of loading or unloading 

equipment, machinery or goods, materials, substances or fluids, including trash, rubbish, 

or recyclable collection vehicles used to collect household waste between the hours of 7 

p.m. and 7 a.m., Monday through Saturday, and all hours on Sunday and State Holidays 

without the expressed approval of the Board of Selectmen, and the issuance of a work 

permit by the Chief of Police. Such regulations shall not apply to utility companies, 

private contractors, or municipal workers who are making emergency repairs or 

deliveries that maintain or restore utility and necessary services which may be under the 

direction of the municipality or utility company but may do so with prior notice to the 

Police Department. 

 

Proposed Language 

SECTION 35. Site Work Construction Equipment  

 

A. No person or persons shall cause, allow or permit the operation of equipment or 

machinery associated with site work, construction, or demolition, or the operation of 

motor vehicles including dump trucks, trailer trucks, tractor units with flatbed trailers or 

other types of truck equipment, for the specific purpose of loading or unloading 

equipment, machinery or goods, materials, substances or fluids, including trash, rubbish, 

or recyclable collection vehicles used to collect household waste between the hours of 7 

p.m. and 7 a.m., Monday through Saturday, and all hours on Sunday and all hours on  the 

following Holidays: New Year’s Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, 

Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving Day and Christmas, without the express approval of the 

Town Administrator and the issuance of a work permit by the Chief of Police. Such 
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regulation shall not apply to utility companies, private contractors, or municipal workers 

who are making emergency repairs or deliveries that maintain or restore utility and 

necessary services under the direction of the municipality or utility company, but such 

work shall require prior notice to the Police Department. 

 

or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 

ARTICLE 13  Motion Passes Unanimously  

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen, in accordance with 

Chapter 40, Section 15 of the General Laws, to abandon, for no monetary compensation, 

all right, title and interest in and to two (2) certain easements, being (i) an easement 

created by an Agreement, dated December 4, 1979, by and between the Trustees of 

Lafayette Realty Trust and the Town of Norfolk, recorded with the Norfolk Registry of 

Deeds in Book 5688, Page 678, which Agreement references and incorporates a plan 

entitled “Plan of Land in Norfolk, Mass.,” dated October 19, 1979, recorded with said 

Registry as Plan 1209 of 1979, said easement identified as “Right of Way” on the 

aforesaid plan; and (ii) an easement created by Grant of Easement from David P. Reilly 

and Kathleen M. Reilly, Trustees of the Reilly Realty Trust to the Town of Norfolk, 

recorded with the Norfolk Registry of Deeds in Book 31704, Page 158, which Grant of 

Easement references and incorporates a plan entitled “Plan of Land in Norfolk, 

Massachusetts,” dated August 7, 2013, recorded with said Registry in Plan Book 625, 

Plan 29, said easement identified as “33’ Wide Access Easement” on the aforesaid plan, 

the Board of Selectmen having determined that such easements are no longer required for 

public purposes; or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

 

Town Clerk Shawn Dooley moved for the Special Town Meeting to be closed, Motion 

was seconded – Vote was unanimous to close the Town Meeting at 9:11pm. 

 

 


