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                                                        ONE LIBERTY LANE 
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      Blythe C. Robinson   (508) 440-2855 
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In accordance with the Governor’s Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G. L. c. 30A, § 20, relating to the 2020 novel Coronavirus outbreak 

emergency, the March 24, 2020 6:00 PM public meeting of the Norfolk Select Board shall 

be physically closed to the public to avoid group congregation. 

Alternative public access to this meeting shall be utilizing the Zoom virtual 

meeting software https://zoom.us for remote access.  This application will allow 

users to view the meeting and send a comment or question to the Chair via the 

Chat function. Submitted text comments/questions may be read into the record at 

the appropriate points in the meeting if they are in line with the Board’s Public 

Comment Policy.  The Meeting will be recorded for future rebroadcast by Norfolk 

Community Television 

 

6:00 p.m. Call Meeting to Order – ZOOM LINK: 3560716045 
 

1. Public Comment (Submit by email only -  brobinson@norfolk.ma.us ) 

 
 Norfolk Select Board Items 

2. Please discuss changing the date of the 2020 Town Election from May 5, 2020 to a date in 

June, 2020 to be determined at a later time by the Select Board 
3. Please consider changing the date of the 2020 Annual Town Meeting from May 12, 2020 to 

a date to be determined in June, 2020 

4. Please consider approval of an emergency declaration with regard to the COVID-19 virus 
pandemic 

5. Please consider approval of a transfer of ownership for the Class II License held by Norfolk 

Auto 
6. Please consider modifying all Common Victualler Licenses to allow businesses to offer home 

delivery of food in accordance with Massachusetts G.L. c.140 
 
6:30 PM - Joint Meeting with the Select Boards of Wrentham & Plainville - ZOOM LINK: 

688 506 985 

 
Discussion Items 

7. General introductions  

8. Discussion of the King Philip School District FY 21 Budget 
9. Discussion of Joint Services/Regionalization  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 

https://zoom.us/
mailto:brobinson@norfolk.ma.us
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March 19, 2020 
 
 
MEMO TO: Select Board 
 
From: Blythe C. Robinson, Town Administrator 
 
RE:  Agenda Background – March 24, 2020 
 
Below please find background material on each of the items on the agenda as well as draft 
motions that you can consider where action is required.  Please note that this is a remote 
meeting utilizing Zoom.  The meeting codes for each portion of the meeting (Norfolk only) and 
then Norfolk/Plainville/Wrentham are on the meeting agenda. 
 
1. Public Comment (Submit by email only -  brobinson@norfolk.ma.us) 

 
2. Please discuss changing the date of the 2020 Town Election from May 5, 2020 to a 

date in June, 2020 to be determined at a later time by the Select Board  
 
With so many questions about the COVID-19 pandemic and the preparation required to hold 
the Town’s general election, this item is on your agenda to discuss changing the date to 
sometime in June.  We are monitoring State legislation that would facilitate this change, which 
is why we are not asking you to approve a date at this point.  The overall theme is that if the 
annual town meeting is changing, perhaps the election should be changed as well.   
 

3. Please consider changing the date of the 2020 Annual Town Meeting from May 12, 
2020 to a date to be determined in June, 2020 
 
As discussed in the earlier meeting topic, the current pandemic may make it impossible to 
complete all of the necessary work to have our meeting on May 12th this year.  We’ve polled 
the Moderator, Advisory Committee, Town Counsel, Town Clerk and Finance Director, and 
all are available to move this meeting from its usual date to the second Tuesday in June 
which is the 9th.  As of writing of this report, we have confirmed that we can have the 
meeting at the KP Middle School on that night, but have not confirmed a second date.  The 
Board has the authority under state law to make this change.     
 
MOVE that the Board approve changing the date of the 2020 Annual Town Meeting from May 
12, 2020 to June 9, 2020. 
 

mailto:brobinson@norfolk.ma.us


4. Please consider approval of an emergency declaration with regard to the COVID-19 
virus pandemic  
 

With the uncertain times we are in relative to this pandemic, many communities are passing 

declarations such as the one attached in order to ensure that the community has access to 

any resources that may become available, and the ability to respond to the emergency 

through various means.  While it hasn’t been determined to be a required step, it appears to 

be a best practice.  This version has been vetted by Town Counsel and we recommend that 

you approve it.     

 

MOVE that the Board approve an emergency declaration regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. 

5. Please consider approval of a transfer of ownership for the Class II License held by Norfolk 
Auto  
 
We were contacted by Norfolk Auto this week to let us know that they are requesting a 
transfer of their license from one family member to another.  This can be accomplished by a 
vote of the Board, and you’ll note from the items in your packet we see no issues with this 
change.  The establishment would appreciate your action on this so that they can renew 
their dealer plates with the Registry of Motor Vehicles by the end of the month.  We no 
longer issue Class II licenses in Norfolk, but this business is grandfathered in. 
 
MOVE that the Board approve a transfer of ownership for the Class II License held by 
Norfolk Auto. 
 

6. Please consider modifying all Common Victualler Licenses to allow businesses to 
offer home delivery of food in accordance with Massachusetts G.L. c.140 
 
I received an email over the weekend from a person expressing concern that the Town does 
not allow for the delivery of food from restaurants.  Taking a strict interpretation of our 
Common Victualler licenses this is true.  As an example, we’ve included in your packet the 
current license from Norfolk Town Pizza which states in part the license is hereby granted 
“in said location and at the place only..”.  Staff has done some research and spoken to the 
former Executive Assistant (Ms. Harrington) and we understand this language has been in 
place for years and we don’t have any history as to why it was written this way and hasn’t 
changed.  Certainly, in the age of various delivery options it would be something to review.  
Given the existing pandemic and its impact on our restaurants as well as residents who may 
prefer delivery of food, changing this at least for the duration of this situation is warranted.  
Thus, I’ve scripted a motion below to enable the Board to approve a change for now, and 
we can revisit all licenses in the next renewal period. 
 
MOVE that the Board approve a modification to all Common Victualler licenses to allow 
business es to offer home deliver of food in accordance with Massachusetts G.L. c.140 
during the state of emergency as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
 
 
 



7. General introductions 
 
I this portion of the meeting we will be joining a second Zoom session with the Select 
Boards of Wrentham and Plainville.  Please review the agenda for the meeting ID code. 
 

8. Discussion of the King Philip School District FY 21 Budget  
 
The original reason for holding this joint meeting with our sister communities in the KP District 
was to talk about the budget and each Town’s plans to fund its share of the cost.  The overall 
budget increase certified by the KP School Committee for next year is 3.49 percent.  Norfolk’s 
assessment increase is 1.49%.  The other two town’s assessments are higher, mostly due to 
enrollment breakdown, with Wrentham’s begin the highest at 7.82%.   
 

9. Discussion of Joint Services/Regionalization 
 
This item is on the agenda so the three boards can discuss opportunities for joint 
services/regionalization.  Wrentham specifically would like to talk about Veterans Services.  
This would be a good discussion point for Norfolk as well, because both we and Wrentham 
anticipate that the results of the 2020 census will be that both of our towns will have a 
reported population of more than 12,000.  When that threshold is reached, state law 
requires that a Town have a full time Veteran’s agent.  Currently neither of us do, so such 
a change would have a large fiscal impact.   
 
In light of the current pandemic, I’d also like to suggest that we talk about regionalized 
health services or at least sharing of public health nurses.  We have talked about it a l ittle 
bit but it hasn’t gained traction.  Wrentham has two full-time nurses at present, while we 
utilize the VNA for minimal services, paying $2,500 per year.  There may be an opportunity 
to share this service and enhance our capabilities. 













THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

NO. 20-005               FEE: $25.00 

 

 

 

 

TOWN OF NORFOLK 
 

This is to Certify that:  Nicholas K. Alisandratos, Manager 
    NORFOLK TOWN PIZZA 
    158 Main Street, Norfolk, MA 

 
IS HEREBY GRANTED A 

COMMON VICTUALLER’S LICENSE 
 

In said location and at the place only and expires December thirty-first, 2020 unless sooner 
suspended or revoked for violation of the laws of the Commonwealth respecting the licensing of 
common victuallers. This license is issued in conformity with the authority granted to the 
licensing authorities by General Laws, Chapter 140, and amendments thereto. 
 
 In Testimony Whereof, the undersigned have hereunto affixed their official signatures. 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
 
 
                                                    ________________________________ 
 
         
        ________________________________ 
                              LICENSING AUTHORITY 
         NORFOLK SELECT BOARD 
 
DATE: December 10, 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIS LICENSE MUST BE DISPLAYED IN A PROMINENT LOCATION ON THE PREMISES. 
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