Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

January 11, 2005 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Tom Gilbert, Clerk and John Lavin 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Gus Centola, Kenneth Robbins, Lou Petrozzi, Rob Truax, Bob Evans, Mike Taurasi, Steve and Pat Brylinski, Thomas Caulfield

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

98 POND STREET/CENTOLA AUTO BODY SITE PLAN REVIEW: Gus Centola met with the Board to discuss his site plan for a proposed auto body shop at 98 Pond Street.  On July 13, 2004, Mr. Domey provided a site plan review memo, which outlined a list of items that should be submitted to the Board of Health to ensure that there is adequate protection of the environment and public health.  Mr. Centola reviewed the list with the Board and answered each question and provided documentation for each.

J. Lavin moved to approve the site plan for the proposed Centola Auto Body Shop at 98 Pond Street subject to the condition that a written response is provided to the Board of Health for review and approval for each of the items that were discussed this evening prior to occupancy of the building.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

FERN RIDGE ESTATES: Lou Petrozzi and Rob Truax, GLM Engineering, met with the Board to continue the “Fern Ridge Estates” Subdivision discussion from the November 23, 2004 meeting.

Mr. Domey provided a letter, dated January 11, 2005, and discussed the letter regarding the effect of discharge to Meadow Brook and concomitant restricted wetlands.  Mr. Domey stated that although GLM has clearly provided answers to the matter of increased flow rate and flooding elevation, but the Board of Health will have to decide if the issue of “no adverse hydraulic or hydrologic consequences to the wetland resource area or abutting properties” has been satisfactorily met.  Also, there has not been a study of the final discharge to Callahan Pond for comparison to determine the least unfavorable environmental impact.

Mr. Chipman stated that Callahan Pond is a moot point since there is no longer a proposal discharging the stormwater in that direction.  

Mr. Petrozzi stated that it was never made a condition of the Board’s disapproval of subsequent submittals since the original approval of the variance, that the waiver was no longer applicable due to the fact that the discharge location has changed.

Mr. Gilbert stated the GLM Engineering has done an adequate job addressing the major issues regarding peak flow rate and water surface level, but the Board of Health has to decide if the issues addressed in Mr. Domey’s letter regarding down stream impacts are significant enough to deny that method of stormwater disposal.

Mr. Lavin said that the wetland issues outlined in Mr. Domey’s memo #3, fall under the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission.

Mr. Petrozzi said that the next step in the approval process of this project will be to present the proposed subdivision plan to the Conservation Commission.

Mr. Domey stated that the purpose of his memo was to define all of the potential impacts that this project could have and it is the Board’s decision whether or not they want to claim jurisdiction on these impacts to the wetlands.  

Mr. Domey stated that the Board must decide what their intent was when the Board of Health voted to grant the variance to allow an increase in run-off volume from the site.  Mr. Domey stated that is his understanding that the variance was based on a plan that showed the stormwater flowing to Callahan Pond.  Mr. Domey said that since the circumstances and the plans have changed, the variance is no longer applicable and the Board would need to revote a variance to allow the stormwater to flow in the direction of Meadow Brook Way.

Mr. Chipman said that it is his opinion that the original variance that was granted is no longer valid since the discharge location has been changed.

Mr. Petrozzi indicated that he had requested a variance in his last correspondence to the Board of Health.  (The Board of Health office has no documentation of this variance request.)  Mr. Petrozzi stated that the Board of Health should have included a condition in the denial of the revised plan showing the discharge in the direction of Meadow Brook Way that the plan does not comply with the Board of Health stormwater regulations.

Mr. Domey said that if the applicant decides to apply to the Board of Health for a variance hearing, then items #1, #2 & #4 listed in the review letter dated, January 11, 2005 should be addressed.  Item #3 falls under the Conservation Commission jurisdiction.

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Health meeting will be on February 8, 2005.

The meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Thomas R. Gilbert, Clerk 

