Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

March 29, 2005 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Tom Gilbert, Clerk and John Lavin, Member 

Others present: Betsy Fijol (Administrator), Bill Domey (Health Agent), Michael Dunn, James Gibfried (Cinservation Commission), Tina Kenney, Tom DiPlacido (DiPlacido Development), Michael Perault  & Dave Johnson (PMP Associates), Peter Dillon (Geoscience), Katie Bednaz & Ingeburg Hegemann (BSC Group), John A. Holtey & Matt Mrva (Landworks Collaborative), Carlos A. Quintal (CAQ Engineering Associates, Inc.), Thomas Nannicelli, Esquire

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

83 BOARDMAN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: (P. Chipman recused himself from this hearing) J. Lavin called the variance hearing for 83 Boardman Street to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  Michael Dunn, homeowner, met with the Board of Health to request a variance to allow a proposed slab foundation for an addition to be 6 feet from the existing septic tank instead of the required 10 feet.

Bill Domey said that this particular variance does not need DEP approval and recommended approval with condition that the septic tank be inspected to assure that it is in good condition and has no leaks.

T. Gilbert moved to grant the variance as requested with the condition that the septic tank is inspected.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0 (Peter abstained).

VILLAGE AT RIVERS EDGE PRESENTATION: Tom DiPlacido, Jr., DiPlacido Development Corporation, presented the proposed site plan for The Village at River’s Edge, located at the intersection of Route 115 and Holbrook Street.  The proposed plan is for a mixed-use, age-restrictive development with 30,000 square feet of mixed-use commercial space, 136 age-restrictive townhouses and a 4,000 square foot clubhouse.

Mr. DiPlacido stated that he was here tonight to get the Board’s input on two issues in order to move forward and complete the stormwater design. The first issue is that he would like to line the infiltration basins with an organic soil that supports vegetative growth but does not interfere with infiltration rates.  The second issue is to ask the Board’s permission to allow an extended drain time during 100-year storm events at maximum groundwater levels.

Dave Johnson, PMP Associates, presented the stormwater management plan for the project and explained that the drainage on the site is being handled by four surface and two subsurface basins and reviewed the details with the Board.  Mr. Johnson stated that revised plans are going to be submitted to the Board of Health for review.

Peter Dillon, Hydrogeologist from Geoscience, discussed the drainage and the stormwater infiltration analysis for the project.  Mr. Dillon reviewed the results of the soil and permeability testing that has been conducted on the site.  

Mr. Domey asked if the groundwater contours shown on the plan are maximum levels. Mr. Dillon responded that they were not maximum levels, but were the levels that were recorded on October 19, 2004.  Mr. Domey stated that it is very important to take another round of groundwater readings this week, as the current groundwater elevations are very high at the present time.

Mr. Dillon said that all of the infiltration basins handle drain within the required time of 48-hours during a 10-year storm event.  There is an issue with the 100-year storm event, basins 1 & 3 take 200 hours to drain using the calculations for maximum groundwater elevations. 

Mr. Domey said that it would be important to also calculate the drain times for the 25 and 50-year storm events.

Mr. Dillon said that it is proposed to line the infiltration basin with a layer of manufactured organic soil, which is 80% sand and will provide an infiltration rate of 8-14” per hour, which is 16-24’ per day. 

Mr. Domey said that this organic material looks quite favorable and will further investigate this option.  He stated that they should investigate the material that is used on the Fenway Park ball field.

Matt Mrva, Landworks Collaborative, presented and reviewed the landscape architect plan for the site.  It is proposed to plant 1,300 trees and 800 shrubs over the site.  The basins will be planted with a conservation wildlife mix of grasses and the slopes will be planted with a New England wildflower mix of grasses.  They have worked closely with the Conservation Commission to produce a plant palate for wildlife habitat.

Ingeburg Hegemann, BSC Group, discussed the mosquito control management for the stormwater infiltration basins.  Ms. Hegemann stated that it is proposed to improve the riverfront area on the site with plantings that will attract specific species of wildlife that are good for helping control the mosquito population.

Mr. Domey asked Ms. Hegemann to provide a report to the Board on the alternate ways of mosquito control and how the mosquito management will be performed once the stormwater basins are constructed, should the Board allow the extended detention times.

Dave Johnson, PMP Associates, and Carlos Quintal, CAQ Engineering, reviewed the plan and details of the sewer treatment facility.  The design flow is for 32,000 gallons per day, which is based on Title 5 guidelines. The plans have been submitted to DEP for review.  The Board expressed some concerns regarding the operation and maintenance of the facility.  Mr. Quintal said that these issues would be resolved prior to approval of the facility.

Mr. Domey said that it is not a great idea to construct a sewer treatment plant in a Zone II of the public water supply.  

Peter Dillon stated that the sewage treatment facility does lies in the Zone II of the Town of Millis public water supply well because it is the only area on the site that supports the mounding. Mr. Dillon said that there is a groundwater monitoring plan in place.  

Mr. DiPlacido presented a revised stormwater management plan to the Board and will finalize the calculations in response to tonight’s meeting.  

SADDLE RIDGE ESTATES: This project was not on the agenda for review but, Tina Kenney, 175 North Street resident and abutter to the “Saddle Ridge Estates” project off North Street, spoke to the Board about her concerns regarding her private drinking water well in relation to the construction of this subdivision.  Ms. Kenney said that her well is only 30’ deep.  

Mr. Domey stated that he will bring this issue to the design engineer’s attention to show the well on the plan and it will be addressed the next time they come before the Board. 

Ms. Kenney said that she has arranged to have baseline quality and quantity tests done on her well.

Mr. Domey instructed Ms. Kenney to make sure she conducts the full battery of tests that Norfolk requires.

The meeting adjourned at 10:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Thomas R. Gilbert, Clerk 

