Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

May 24, 2005 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Tom Gilbert and John Lavin 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Beth Collins, DPH Public Health Nurse, Ed Nolan, Emergency Management Director, Fred Pfischner, Fred Hall, Paul Cutler, Bob Bonnadies, Daniel Orwig, Glenn Hannington, Bob Bullock, Jim Lehan

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

BOARD REORGANIZATION: John Lavin nominated Tom Gilbert as Chairman.  Peter Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Peter Chipman nominated John Lavin as Clerk.  Tom Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

BETH COLLINS/DPH PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE: Beth Collin, DPH Region 4A Public Health Nurse, met with Board in order to identify the facility in Norfolk that the town would use to dispense immunizations or medications in the event of a public health event or emergency.  

Betsy Fijol informed the Board that the H. Olive Day School, located at 232 Main Street, has been designated as Norfolk’s Emergency Dispensing Site (EDS).  The primary contact person for the town is the Fire Chief and the secondary contact is the Board of Health office.  

Ms. Collins said that it would be helpful for the town to set up an EDS Committee to help develop a plan.  

Ed Nolan, Emergency Management Director, stated that the Town’s two emergency shelters are located at the H. Olive Day School and the Freeman/Centennial School.  Mr. Nolan suggested the Board of Health contact the Board of Selectmen to suggest the organization of a Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC).  Mr. Nolan said that he is not able to Chair this committee.  He also said that additional folding cots for the emergency shelters are needed if it is possible to purchase them with emergency preparedness grant money.

LOT OFF APPLEWOOD ROAD: Fred Pfischner, Pfischner Engineering, met informally with the Board to discuss a proposed septic design plan for the site development of a new 10-acre parcel at the end of Applewood Road.  It appears that the lot does meet the criteria for an Estate Lot and will be filing with the Planning Board.  Conservation Commission approval is needed to cross the wetland to get to the upland area of the property.  The long-term objective for this lot is to receive approval to install a wetland crossing in order to conduct soil testing on the upland area in hopes to construct the house and septic system in that area, rather than the current proposal.  Mr. Pfischner indicated that he would like the current proposal reviewed by the Board of Health.  

Mr. Domey stated that he will review the plan as submitted but a permit would not be issued for the septic system until Conservation Commission approval is received. 
9 OLD CAMPBELL STREET VARIANCE HEARING:  The variance hearing for 9 Old Campbell Street was called to order at 8:30 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  All of the abutters were notified of the hearing.  Fred Pfischner, Pfischner Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of the existing 4-bedroom dwelling.  Mr. Pfischner explained that the variance that is requested is to allow the setback of the proposed septic system to the cellar wall to be 13.5 feet instead of the required 20 feet.

Mr. Domey recommended approval of the variance, as there is no other option for the location of the leaching area on this lot because of the preponderance of bedrock.  The use of a garbage grinder is prohibited with this system and a restriction has to be filed on the deed.  

P. Chipman moved to approve the variance as requested.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

77 POND STREET/CBC LIBERTY ENTERPRISES SITE PLAN:  Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the site plan for a proposed building for a flooring contractor at 77 Pond Street.  This submittal was previously discussed at the February 8, 2005 meeting.  It is proposed to collect the stormwater runoff from the paved areas and discharge it into a subsurface infiltration basin.  Drywells are proposed for the roof runoff.  It is the intent of the design that both the rate and volume of runoff discharged offsite will not be increased as a result of this project.  Mr. Cutler explained that the separation between the septic system leaching area and the infiltration structure is shown to be only about 50 feet as compared with the guidelines of the DEP Storm Water Manual of 100 feet.  Mr. Cutler said that it might be possible for him to move the leaching area back 10 feet to provide a separation of 60 feet. 

Mr. Domey stated that the purpose of the separation guideline of 100 feet is to ensure that the water from the infiltration system will not adversely effect the elevation if the high groundwater table under the septic system leaching area.  

Mr. Cutler said that there is a frontage road along Pond Street shown on the present site plan and he has a special permit hearing with the Planning Board to hopefully eliminate this requirement. The Board is in favor of the elimination of the frontage road requirement so that the leaching area could be located as close to Pond Street as possible, potentially providing a separation of 90 feet between the leaching area and the infiltration system.  

Mr. Domey said that an additional test hole would have to be conducted in the area of the proposed leaching area.  He also asked the applicant to provide the Board of Health with a written description of the building use.

The review of this project will continue once the test hole is conducted and the site plan is revised.

NEXT MEETING:  The next Board of Health meeting will be held on June 7, 2005.

CALL & WAIT AUTO: Attorney Glen Hannington & Daniel Orwig, Orwig Associates, representing Call & Wait Auto, met with the Board to discuss the status of the federal, state and local permits that are required in order to legally operate an auto salvage yard.  Mr. Orwig said that a site visit was conducted on May 19, 2005 with the Conservation Commission’s environmental consultant, Nover-Armstrong Associates (NAA).  It was determined that the existing plan by P.M.P. Associates, dated, 11/13/97 is not an adequate base map for existing information in that it does not represent the “as-built” conditions of the site features and existing drainage structures.  Mr. Orwig said that he would compile a base map of existing conditions by field survey within three (3) weeks and submit it to NAA by June 13, 2005.  A mutually agreed upon list of action steps for permitting and site improvements shall be submitted to NAA by July 18, 2005.  These action steps will be submitted to the Board of Selectmen by July 25, 2005.   

The Board requested, by June 7, 2005, a schedule of when all applications for all required permits would be made.  

BOB BULLOCK & JIM LEHAN:  Bob Bullock & Jim Lehan met with the Board to discuss ways to try to streamline the permitting process in the Town of Norfolk in hopes to bring more commercial development to the town.  Mr. Bullock said that the roundtable meetings have been successful in bringing the town departments together and improving the permitting process.  He asked the Board of Health to consider combining the town’s stormwater regulations from two or three different departments and have it reviewed by one department.  

Mr. Lehan said that the goal is to make the permitting process as simple and effective as possible and to eliminate redundancy in the review process.  

P. Chipman said that he feels that there is definitely a need for improvement, but the Board of Health is very proactive in helping people.

T. Gilbert said that he understands the built in inefficiency in having three different boards looking at the same set of plans with many of the same criteria.  It does make sense if there are different aspects of a stormwater system and having the boards most interested in those particular aspects looking at them.  It makes more sense for the Board of Health that’s charged with protecting the public health and water resources to be focusing on water quality issues.

Mr. Domey said that the stormwater design review by the Board of Health and the Planning Board has two different aspects.  The Board of Health is looking for the aspects of the stormwater design that will protect the environment and the public health, such as removing contaminants and preventing any flooding.  The Planning Board only reviews the rate of runoff and the piping network.  

Mr. Bullock asked if it were possible to have stormwater designs reviewed at one meeting with all the departments present.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Thomas R. Gilbert, Clerk 

