Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

June 7, 2005 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman, John Lavin, Clerk (Peter Chipman arrived late)

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Bob Bonadies, Bruce Wilson, Adam Holmes, John & Roberta Leavitt, Vickie & Timothy Gay, John Glossa 

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

77 POND STREET SITE PLAN REVIEW: Bob Bonadies, CBC Liberty Enterprises, presented the revised site plan for the proposed building for a flooring contractor at 77 Pond Street.  This review was continued from May 24, 2005.  Mr. Bonadies explained that a soil evaluation was conducted and the septic leaching area was moved closer to Pond Street in order to provide a 70.1’ separation between the stormwater infiltration basin and the septic leaching area as possible.  

Mr. Domey stated that additional geotechnical information is needed to demonstrate that a 70.1’ separation between the stormwater infiltration basin and the septic leaching area will not cause an adverse interaction in order to be less than 100’.  

The Board agreed that the applicant must submit the data to prove that a 70.1’ separation will have no adverse affect or the plan must be revised to provide a 100’ separation between the infiltration basin and the septic leaching area.  

The review of this site plan will continue after this information is received.
NEXT MEETING: The next meeting will be held on June 21, 2005.

7 RIVER PATH VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 7 River Path was called to order at 8:10 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  All of the abutters were notified of the hearing. Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, presented a plan to upgrade the septic system of an existing three bedroom home.  Mr. Wilson explained that the variances that are requested are to allow the leaching area to be placed 4’ to the property line, rather than the required 10’ and 3’ to the cellar wall, rather than the required 20’, with the installation of a 40-mil hdpe barrier.  Variances are also requested to allow the leaching area to be located 60’ from the well on this lot, 50’ from the well at 9 River Path and 59’ from the well across the street at 80 River Road, rather than the required 100’ setback.

Mr. Wilson said that due to the close proximity of the wells, it is proposed to install a FAST system to treat the septic tank effluent, which will require a quarterly inspections and testing schedule.  Conservation Commission approval is required for the setback to the Charles River.  Mr. Wilson explained that the groundwater pattern flows away from the existing wells towards the Charles River.  Mr. Domey said that Wilson Associates should probe around the lot to definitely establish the direction of the groundwater flow.

Mr. Domey stated that this is really a difficult lot because town water not available on River Path and this lot would certainly benefit from the availability of town water.

Mr. Domey said that the square footage of leaching area could be reduced using the FAST treatment unit.  The setback of the leaching area to the wells should be at least 75’ and reconfiguring the leaching area should increase the setbacks to the wells.  He also suggested using a chamber like system for the leaching area to assure reasonable protection of all of the wells. 

J. Lavin moved to continue the variance hearing to June 21, 2005 at 8:00 p.m. T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

208 MAIN STREET (POST OFFICE BUILDING): John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, explained that the Post Office building located at 208 Main Street is being sold and it was determined that the building never received a Certificate of Compliance for the septic system or the stormwater drainage system from the Board of Health at the time it was constructed in the early 1990s.  The buyer of the building is concerned because a temporary occupancy permit was issued, but a permanent occupancy permit was never issued.  There is a 1994 memo from the Board of Health outlining a list of issues outstanding with the Board of Health in order to receive a Certificate of Compliance.  There was an existing well on the property was supposed to have been abandoned during the construction process, which is believed that the building was built upon it.  Mr. Glossa stated that a Title 5 inspection was conducted recently and the Board of Health should be receiving the report shortly.  As far as the stormwater drainage system is concerned, it seems to be functioning properly and there has been no indication that there has ever been a problem with it.  

Mr. Domey said the Board of Health has never received an as-built plan of the stormwater drainage system.  Mr. Domey asked Mr. Glossa to provide the Board of Health with an as-built plan of the septic system and the stormwater drainage system and give a report stating that the system was constructed according to the design plan.  Mr. Domey also asked Mr. Glossa to provide a letter stating his opinion on the status of the well and that it poses no health risk.  The Board of Health will issue a Certificate of Compliance once this information is received. 

CALL AND WAIT AUTO UPDATE: Mr. Domey informed the Board that he conducted a site inspection at Call & Wait Auto and found the facility to be a mess.  Soil sampling is going to be conducted on the site.  The owner was verbally instructed to remove all of the solid waste that is located in the wetlands and flood plain.  The Board had previously given Call & Wait Auto an extension until June 1, 2005 in order to comply with the violations noted in the March 15, 2005 letter and asked for a schedule of when applications for all required permits would be made.  The Board reviewed the letter from Call & Wait Auto’s consultant, dated June 3, 2005, and noted that it did not contain a schedule of application submissions for all required permits. P. Chipman moved to refer this matter to the EPA and DEP for their assistance.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

35 EVERETT STREET SEPTIC SYSTEM POTENTIALLY INSTALLED NEAR A WETLAND: Mr. Domey reported that there seems to be some evidence that there are wetlands near the newly upgraded septic system.  There were test holes that were dug in the area of the leach field last fall, plans were submitted and approved by the Board of Health.  The septic system was installed and almost completed when a complaint was received from a neighbor that there was possibly an underground stream in that area.  Mr. Domey said that he inspected in January and found no evidence that there are any wetlands nearby.  The neighbor then called the DEP, who asked the Conservation Commission to investigate the matter.  It was the Con Com wetland consultant’s opinion that there are wetlands in the area. Mr. Domey recommended that the homeowner have the wetlands flagged and then schedule an inspection with the Board of Health, the Con Com and the design engineer to see if there is in fact a violation and come up with a solution if a violation has occurred.   T. Gilbert suggested scheduling a site meeting with the Con Com and the homeowner to discuss this issue.  

AGENT APPOINTMENTS: P. Chipman moved to appoint to following agents to the Board of Health: Betsy Fijol, BOH Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Marie Chiofolo, Town Clerk for issuing Burial Permits, Gail Bernardo, Asst. Town Clerk for issuing Burial Permits, James Delaney, Delany F.H. for issuing Burial Permits, Mark Oram, Sanitarian, Hilary Penlington, Animal Advisory Agent.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

P. Chipman was appointed as the Board of Health Representative to the Zoning By-Law Study Committee.
P. Chipman moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m.  J. Lavin seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

