Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

June 21, 2005 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:38 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman and John Lavin, Clerk (Peter Chipman was absent) 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Bob Bonadies, Bruce Wilson, John & Roberta Leavitt, Vickie & Timothy Gay, John Glossa 

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

77 POND STREET SITE PLAN REVIEW (Continued from 6/7/05): Bob Bonadies, CBC Liberty Enterprises, presented the revised site plan for the proposed building for a flooring contractor at 77 Pond Street.  Mr. Bonadies explained that a soil evaluation was conducted and the septic leaching area was moved closer to Pond Street in order to provide the required 100’separation between the stormwater infiltration basin and the septic leaching area.  

J. Lavin moved to approve the site plan as submitted, revision date June 14, 2005.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.  

7 RIVER PATH VARIANCE HEARING (Continued from 6/7/05): The variance hearing for 7 River Path, continued from June 7, 2005, was called to order at 8:00 p.m.  Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, presented a revised plan to upgrade the existing septic system using a leaching bed configuration.  The variances that are requested are to allow the leaching area to be placed 4’ to the property line, rather than the required 10’ and 3’ to the cellar wall, rather than the required 20’, with the installation of a 40-mil hdpe barrier.  Variances are also requested to allow the leaching area to be located 78’ from the well on this lot, 77’ from the well at 9 River Path and 75’ from the well across the street at 80 River Road, rather than the required 100’ setback.

Timothy Gay, abutter at 80 River Road, said that he concerned that this system is not sized for a 3-bedroom home, as other surrounding septic systems are larger than this one.  Mr. Gay also expressed concerns regarding the reduction in the setback requirement of the leaching area to the existing wells.  

Mr. Wilson said that the septic system is designed for a 3-bedroom home and it is proposed to install a FAST system to treat the septic tank effluent, which requires a quarterly inspections and testing schedule.

Mr. Domey asked Mr. Wilson to confirm that the groundwater is flowing away from the wells.

Mr. Gilbert said that with the installation of this new septic system, there will be dramatic increase in the quality of the water going into the ground compared to what it is currently there.  

Mr. Domey said that the existing cesspool would not pass a Title 5 inspection as the groundwater is less than 2’ deep and the cesspool would penetrate into the groundwater.

Mr. Domey said that with the treatment from the FAST system, it is likely that the setback of the proposed septic system to the wells would be adequate.  It is probable that the groundwater is flowing toward the Charles River and away from the wells.

J. Lavin moved to approve the variances as follows:

1. To allow the setback of the leaching area to the property line to be 4 feet, rather than the required 10 feet.
2. To allow the setback of the leaching area to the cellar wall to be 3 feet, rather than the required 20 feet.  The installation of a 40-mil hdpe barrier is to be installed along the foundation.
3. To allow the setback of the leaching area to private well at 7 River Path to be 78 feet, the well at 9 River Path to be 77 feet and the well at 80 River Road to be 75 feet, rather than the required 100 feet.  It is proposed to install a Micro FAST 0.5 Wastewater Treatment System for the treatment and disposal of sanitary wastewater.
T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.
208 MAIN STREET (POST OFFICE BUILDING): John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, explained that the Post Office building located at 208 Main Street is being sold and it was determined that the building never received a Certificate of Compliance for the septic system of stormwater drainage system from the Board of Health at the time it was constructed in the early 1990s.  Mr. Glossa presented a passing Title 5 inspection report of the septic system, engineer’s as-built plans of the septic and stormwater drainage systems and a letter stating that it is his opinion that the well on the property, that is apparently under the building foundation and was never abandoned per state law, poses no health risk.

The Board of Health reviewed documents provided by John Glossa, P.E. regarding the construction of the on-site sewage disposal system and the stormwater management system at 208 Main Street, Norfolk.  Based on this review, the Board of Health concluded that these systems have been constructed in accordance with the approved permit plans.

J. Lavin moved to send a letter to the Building Commissioner stating as much.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.

The next meeting will be held on July 12, 2005.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

