Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

August 23, 2005 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman and John Lavin, Clerk and Peter Chipman

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Luke Joannides, Jim DeVellis and Danielle Peters, Geller DeVellis Inc., George Connors, Connerstone Engineering, Chris Nation, Ron Nation, Sara Del Mastro 

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: J. Lavin moved to approve the July 12, 2005 minutes.  P. Chipman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for September 13, 2005.

SHIRE INDUSTRIAL PARK: Jim DeVellis, Geller-DeVellis Inc., presented the definitive subdivision plan, dated June 1, 2005 and revised August 1, 2005, off 282 Dedham Street, which consists of 23 proposed commercial/industrial lots on 40.6 acres of land.  

The stormwater management system consists three detention areas: one subsurface detention basin, one above-ground detention basin and a drainage swale, which is actually an elongated infiltration basin and is large enough to accommodate up to the 100-year storm event.  

The proposed construction will increase the impervious surface area on-site and the stormwater management system has been designed to ensure that the peak discharge rates for the proposed site are less than or equal to discharge for the existing site.  The existing conditions were analyzed by delineating five separate watershed areas, each with its own final point of analysis.  The proposed stormwater management system collects runoff from the site and provides treatment through a series of deep sump catch basins with hooded outlets, forebays and a detention pond/subsurface detention system, or water quality unit, so that when discharged from the site, it meets the water quality standards set forth in the Massachusetts DEP Stormwater Management Policy.

It is proposed to handle the sewage disposal for the subdivision by a common subsurface leaching area designed to accommodate up to 9,500 gallons per day. Each individual lot will have it’s own septic tank then pumped to the common leaching area.  

Mr. Domey commented that at the present time, there has not been any soil test data submitted with regards to the waste disposal.  The Board of Health will need that data in order to make a judgment on the suitability of the site.  

John Lavin expressed concern that the 4” septic system force main is shown on the plan as going under the berm of the detention basin and inquired what the setback distance is from the force main to open water in the detention basin.

Mr. DeVellis said the setback is 15’ to 20’.  The force main is proposed in that location in order to stay within the utility easement.

Mr. Domey said that he was unable to provide written comments tonight on this submittal due to a serious computer problem.  He said that he would like to schedule a meeting with Geller – DeVellis and Haley & Aldrich at the Town Hall on Tuesday, August 30, 2005 at 2:00.  Mr. Domey asked Mr. DeVellis to submit a 20-scale set of plans and also a longitudinal and cross section of the basins in order to have a good understandable picture of the hydrogeology under the basins.  Mr. Domey asked Mr. DeVellis to show the boring and test pits with logs on the plans to get a better picture of the soil, water and impervious boundaries. He also commented that the 2% slope in the detention basins might not be necessary.  

NORFOLK LANDING: George Connors, Connorstone Engineering, met with the Board to discuss the proposed Chapter 40B subdivision on the Norfolk Airport property.  Mr. Connors explained that a proposed plan for a proposed 32-lot subdivision plan has been submitted to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) for review.  Mr. Connors stated that he would like to review the waivers that are requested from Board of Health regulations and provide an advisory opinion the ZBA.   The waivers are as follows: 

It is requested to allow the separation between the septic leaching area and the building foundation to be 25’, rather than the required 20’.  This request is pointless because the Board of Health requirement is already 20’.

It is requested to observe the FEMA flood elevation, rather than the Norfolk Zoning tabulated flood elevation of 140’.  Mr. Domey said the Board of Health regulation does not define the 100-year flood level and the Board of Health uses the FEMA flood values anyway, so this waiver is not applicable.  According to the Board of Health office flood maps, it appears that the flood elevation is 138’, but the actual FEMA flood elevation should be clarified.  

It is requested to allow the septic system trench spacing to be 6’, rather than the required 10’.  Mr. Domey explained that Board of Health regulations require that the clear distance spacing between trenches be 10 feet to allow normal machinery to pass between and construct a reserve trench without running over and damaging the existing trenches. 

Mr. Lavin said that it has not been requested to waive the nitrate loading requirements in the Board of Health Water Supply Protection Regulations.  The Board agreed that a map should be provided showing the boundaries of the water supply protection district for this project.  Mr. Domey provided Mr. Connors with a sample groundwater impact report on how to calculate the nitrogen loading for each lot.   

Mr. Connors requested that the Board of Health waive the requirement that all sewage disposal system designs for dwellings of new construction include provisions for a garbage grinder.  The Board pointed out that this request was not included in the original application.

Mr. Connors said that he would send the Board of Health the information that was requested in order for the Board to provide comments to the ZBA.

Sarah Del Mastro, abutter to the project, expressed concern over the impact that this project will have on the area private water supply wells.  The Board replied that they will be looking at this issue, but more information is required.
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

