Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

January 27, 2004 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. in meeting room #214 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, Peter Chipman, Clerk and Tom Gilbert 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Fred Pfischner, Jane Curty, Steven Donatelli (Shea Engineering), Rob Truax (GLM Engineering), Bob Evans, Steve & Patricia Brylinski, Mike Taurasi, Ernestine & John McCracken, Scott Yadisernia, Robert Eisenhauer, Andrea Langhauser, Betsy Pyne, Kevin Hughes

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

45 (Lot 2) EVERETT STREET: Fred Pfischner, Pfischner Engineering, met with the Board and explained that he had designed a plan for a septic system for new construction at 45 (Lot 2) Everett Street and this plan was approved by the Board of Health.  It was brought to his attention from the Board of Health office that there was a well across the street at 46 Everett Street that was not shown on the plan.  Mr. Pfischner explained that he obtained permission to enter the property from the owner in order to measure the distance from the existing well on 46 Everett Street to the proposed septic system on 45 Everett Street and the separation between the two is 115’.  Because the vertical separation between the high groundwater elevation and the bottom of the leaching area is 5’, Board of Health requires a 125’ separation from the proposed septic system leaching area to the existing well.  Mr. Pfischner said that he has revised the original approved plan and raised the leaching area 1’ to provide a 6’ vertical separation between the high groundwater elevation and the bottom of the leaching area in order to allow a 100’ separation of the existing well to the proposed leaching area.  Mr. Pfischner said that he is meeting with the Conservation Commission the following night and would like an approval from the Board of Health on the revised plan to bring to them at that time.  

Mr. Domey stated that he will review the plan before the Conservation Commission meeting and if the plan is in compliance he will fax the permit to the Board of Health office.

59 CLEVELAND STREET VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 59 Cleveland Street was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant’s engineer of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Steven Donatelli, Shea Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of the existing three-bedroom house.  Mr. Donatelli explained that the variance that is requested is to allow a 25’ setback to the wetland as the lot is covered with shallow and exposed bedrock and this was the only suitable place on the lot that could be found to site the proposed septic system.  Mr. Donatelli stated that he has met with the Conservation Commission for approval of this project under the local wetlands regulations. 

Mr. Domey stated that state wetlands regulations allow this setback for failed septic systems upgrades under 310 CMR 10.03(3).  

P. Chipman moved to approve the variance to allow the proposed septic system at 59 Cleveland Street to be 25’ from the wetlands, pending approval by the Conservation Commission.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.  

“FERN RIDGE ESTATES” DEFINITIVE SUBDIVISION REVIEW: Rob Truax, GLM Engineering, presented the revised “Fern Ridge Estates” definitive subdivision plan to the Board.  Mr. Truax explained that since the last meeting with the Board, it is now proposed to install a new drainpipe in Winston Road toward Cleveland Street with discharge at the end of Meadowbrook into the wetlands.  

In a memo to the Board of Health dated January 27, 2004, Mr. Domey commented that it is proposed to install impervious liners at the bottom of the basins to prevent any infiltration of runoff.  However, this submittal does not appear to fully provide the recommended detention times of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of review memo dated April 15, 2003, upon which would be predicated a waiver from the Board of Health regarding it’s requirement for “no increase in runoff volume off-site after development.  The “plug-flow” method or the “centroid to centroid” of the inflow and outflow hydrographs of the detention ponds should be calculated for detention time.  A table with a summary of results should also be provided.  Mr. Domey continued to say that he recommends that all of the “water quality tank units be replaced by an innovative stormwater treatment structure.  It was his opinion that the two “tank units” will be maintenance intensive to be effective and will be a financial burden to the town.  It is now proposed to direct the runoff via a new drainpipe in Winston Road toward Cleveland Street with discharge at the end of Meadow Brook Way.  While this may be hydraulically acceptable, the Board of Health office has been advised by Mrs. Simpson from the Conservation Commission office that this discharge will terminate in a wetland area designated as “restricted” in an order adopted by the Commission of Environmental Management in the 1960s under the authority of M.G. L. c. 131 s. 40A.  The subject wetland is designated as Wetland #34 on the map accompanying the order.  This order indicates in Section 4.C as follows: No person shall perform any act or use said inland wetland in a manner which would destroy the natural contours of the inland wetland, substantially alter existing patterns of water flow, or otherwise alter or permit the alteration of the natural and beneficial character of the inland wetland.  Mr. Domey commented that it is his opinion that it must be demonstrated that the discharge of the additional runoff from the project will not violate this condition.

There were several comments heard from concerned citizens and abutters of this project.

T. Gilbert moved to disapprove the current submission of the “Fern Ridge Estates” definitive subdivision plan, dated 12/1/03 and received on 12/23/03 based upon the facts outlined in Mr. Domey’s letter dated 1/27/04.  P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously to disapprove the “Fern Ridge Estates” definitive subdivision plan.
“SPRUCE ACRES” DEFINITIVE SUBDIVISION REVIEW: Rob Truax, GLM Engineering, presented a revised definitive subdivision plan and drainage report for “Spruce Acres”.  The Planning Board has approved and endorsed the plan but the plan has not yet received Board of Health approval.  

Mr. Domey stated that additional calculations are needed for the infiltration system.

P. Chipman moved to approve the “Spruce Acres” definitive subdivision plan subject to review and approval of the infiltration system by the Board of Health Agent.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously to approve the “Spruce Acres” definitive subdivision plan.

The next meeting will be held on February 10, 2004.

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE: Andrea Langhauser, Betsy Pyne and Kevin Hughes of the Community Preservation Committee met with the Board to discuss the airport property, which consists of a 168-acre parcel of land that is for sale. The Town of Norfolk has been offered the right of first refusal on the property and the Community Preservation Committee was looking for Board of Health input.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Peter Chipman, Clerk

