Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

September 28, 2004 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:41 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Tom Gilbert, Clerk and John Lavin

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, John Parmentier Peter Liffiton, Scott Heavner, Luke Joannides, Jim DeVellis

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

“OLD MILL MEADOWS” DEFINITIVE OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION SUBDIVISION REVIEW: John Parmentier, Dunn-McKenzie, Inc., presented the definitive open space preservation subdivision plan for “Old Mill Meadows”.  

Mr. Domey stated that as requested by the Board of Health at it’s meeting with the applicant on 6/8/04, the applicant’s engineer has provide the additional data and calculations to verify the infiltration system design for the stormwater system.  Mr. Domey said that it is his opinion that the plan is now in substantial compliance with the Board of Health regulations and recommends approval subject to the following conditions:

1. If the definitive plan as described above should be revised, it shall be resubmitted to the Board of Health for further review and approval.

2. Prior to Board of Health approval of the constructed stormwater management facilities, an as-built plan shall be prepared by a Registered Engineer, who shall certify that the drainage structures shown thereon have been constructed in accordance with the approved plan and the Board of Health and town regulations. Such plan shall be submitted to the Board of Health for review and approval.

3. A copy of the facility NPDES Stormwater Compliance Permit shall be submitted to the Board of Health office, both for the construction of and the subsequent operation of the facility where applicable.

4. A copy of all monitoring reports for the NPDES Stormwater Permit Compliance program shall be submitted to the Board of Health on a quarterly basis where applicable.

Mr. Parmentier said that there have been minor revisions to the plan that was submitted to the Board of Health and reviewed those changes, which did not affect the stormwater system design.

Mr. Domey requested copies of the revised plan that was submitted to the Planning Board and a memo describing the changes that were made in order to reference that plan in the approval letter to be submitted to the Planning Board.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the plan subject to the conditions outlined by Mr. Domey.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

282 DEDHAM STREET PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PRESENTATION: Jim DeVellis, Geller-Devellis, Inc., engineer for the applicant, Franklin Warehousing and distribution Co., presented the preliminary subdivision plan, which consists of 26 proposed industrial lots on a 40-acre parcel of property off Dedham Street.  It is proposed to collect the stormwater runoff from the roadways and convey it to a stormwater basin.  The drainage design is only conceptual at this time as details have not yet been provided.  A proposed wastewater treatment plant will handle the sewage disposal for the subdivision.

Mr. Domey stated that the plan is very conceptual at this time and there has been no soil tests conducted on the site to determine the site’s general suitability.  Mr. Domey said that he recommends disapproval of the preliminary subdivision plan due to lack of sufficient data as required by the Board of Health regulations. 

T. Gilbert moved to disapprove the preliminary subdivision plan due to lack of sufficient data.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously to disapprove the 282 Dedham Street preliminary subdivision plan, 3-0.

“FERN RIDGE” SUBDIVISION DISCUSSION: Mr. Domey explained that the Board of Health is in receipt of a supplemental drainage report from GLM Engineering, who was not available to attend this meeting.  The Board is also in receipt of a letter from Town Counsel, George Hall, which responded to a letter from the applicant’s attorney, Richard Gallogly, regarding the stormwater discharge into the wetlands abutting Meadowbrook Way.  Mr. Domey said that Board granted a waiver on April 15, 2003 allowing an increase in off-site runoff volume from the proposed subdivision.  As a result of that waiver, the average detention times should be at least 24 hours in the basins for storms up to the 10-year storm.  Mr. Domey said that Rob Truax of GLM Engineering assured him that the detention time had been increased accordingly and Mr. Domey had asked Mr. Truax to submit a summary of this, but this was never submitted.

J. Lavin stated that when the waiver was granted to allow an increase in off-site runoff volume, the subdivision plans at that time showed the stormwater discharging into Callahan Pond and the Board’s vote was based upon those plans.  Subsequently, the plans were changed in later submittals to discharge the stormwater into the wetlands abutting Meadowbrook Way, which were disapproved by the Board of Health on January 27, 2004 & June 8, 2004. 

T. Gilbert stated that George Hall, Town Counsel, has made a very compelling argument in his letter, dated July 22, 2004, against sending the stormwater down Meadowbrook Way.

J. Lavin moved to notify the applicant that the Board of Health has not given the authority to discharge the stormwater down Meadowbrook Way.  The Norfolk Board of Health granted a waiver on April 15, 2003, allowing an increase in off-site runoff volume from the proposed Fern Ridge subdivision, at which time the discharge pattern was proposed to flow to Callahan Pond, as depicted on plans dated April 1, 2003. T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  

There was some discussion on the motion.

The vote on the motion was as follows: J. Lavin – aye, P. Chipman – aye, T. Gilbert – abstained.  The motion carried, 2-0 (T. Gilbert abstained from the vote).

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Health meeting will be on October 19, 2004.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Thomas R. Gilbert, Clerk 

