Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

November 23, 2004 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, and Tom Gilbert, Clerk (John Lavin was absent)

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Lee Gentile, Richard and Donna Lucente, Tim Mong, John Glossa, Lou Petrozzi, Bob Evans, Steve and Pat Brylinsky, Mike Taurasi 

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

1 MOHEGAN STREET: Richard and Donna Lucente met with the Board to discuss the septic system installation at their house located at 1 Mohegan Street.  

Mr. Domey stated that the Lucente’s are constructing an addition on to their existing home and the old septic system was in the way of the addition, so a new septic system was designed in a different location.  Mr. Domey said that the proposed house addition is not shown on the septic design plan.  After a lengthy process, the engineer finally prepared and submitted the proposed septic design.  Right from the start, the engineer questioned the high groundwater elevation because the original test holes were dug in the fall when the groundwater was deep.  Mr. Domey stated that he read the groundwater levels in the monitor well on the property himself on April 29, 2004 and reported the data to David Krofsik, Metro West Soils, who in turn translated this information into a groundwater elevation for design of the septic system.  At the time Mr. Domey measured the groundwater, it was 4.3 feet down from the ground elevation. 

Construction for the new septic system has begun and the septic installer, Lee Gentile, questioned if the groundwater value was accurate as he dug some fairly deep holes and did not hit groundwater.    Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, submitted data suggesting that the groundwater elevation could possibly be lower than was originally estimated to be and suggested that addition test hole work be conducted.

Mr. Domey said that since there is conflicting data regarding the actual elevation of the high groundwater, he is open to further study of the groundwater at the site in the spring months when the groundwater levels are closer to the surface.  Mr. Domey suggested that the Lucente’s continue with their house addition utilizing the part of the existing septic system that is functioning until the actual groundwater elevation can be established in the spring months.

The Lucente’s were agreeable to Mr. Domey’s suggestion.

NORFOLK COMMONS PROPOSED IRRIGATION WELL: John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, met with the Board to discuss the required set back for a proposed irrigation well to the Norfolk Commons wastewater treatment plant.  Mr. Glossa explained that the proposed irrigation well is set back over 400 feet from the wastewater treatment plant.

Mr. Domey said that 400 feet is the minimum setback for the well to the wastewater treatment plant requirement so that the well is not drawing from the sewage.  Mr. Domey asked Mr. Glossa to provide data to prove that the pumping of the proposed irrigation well was outside of the influence of the soil absorption system.  Mr. Domey said that he is comfortable with the 400 foot setback since the data that Mr. Glossa provided shows that there is a groundwater divide between the proposed well and the leaching field.
“FERN RIDGE” SUBDIVISION DISCUSSION: Lou Petrozzi, Wall Street Development Corp., met with the Board to discuss the “Fern Ridge” definitive subdivision plan.  Mr. Petrozzi said that he was not present at the last Board of Health meeting and there was discussion relative to the previous approval of the waiver to increase the run-off volume from the site.  

Mr. Chipman stated that the Board of Health feels that the original waiver to increase the run-off volume from the site was based on a plan in which the runoff from the site was directed to Callahan Pond and the waiver does not apply to the existing plan that directs the run-off to the Meadowbrook Way outlet.  

Mr. Petrozzi stated that Board of Health regulations allow the applicant to request a waiver to increase the stormwater run-off volume from the site if the site is not conducive to on-site infiltration.  It is not the Board of Health’s discretion over which direction the stormwater should flow.  The stormwater is directed to flow in the direction of Meadowbrook Way, rather than Callahan Pond, at the suggestion of the Planning Board. 

Mr. Petrozzi presented a letter dated June 3, 2004 from George Hall, Town Counsel, in response to a letter his attorney sent to the Planning Board.  Mr. Petrozzi stated that he felt that the information that he has subsequently submitted to the Board of Health has addressed the concerns of the Board of Health and Planning Board and has demonstrated that there would be no adverse downstream impact.  Mr. Petrozzi asked the Board of Health consultant to review the information that was submitted and provide a technical report of his findings.    

The Board will continue review of this project in January, after Mr. Domey has had an opportunity to review the information and provide a report.

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Health meeting will be on December 14, 2004.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: T. Gilbert moved to approve the 10/19/04 minutes.  P. Chipman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.

REQUEST TO REDUCE “FAST SYSTEM” TESTING REQUIREMENTS FOR 5 LARK ROAD, 1 RIVER PATH & 36 RIVER ROAD: The Board of Health is in receipt of requests from the residents of 5 Lark Road, 1 River Path and 36 River Road to reduce the frequency of the testing requirements for their FAST septic systems.

Mr. Domey recommended that the Board vote to allow the residents of these properties to reduce the testing requirements to once per year.

T. Gilbert moved to allow a reduction in the testing requirements for the FAST systems at 5 Lark Road, 1 River Path and 36 River Road to once per calendar year.  P. Chipman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.

The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Thomas R. Gilbert, Clerk 

