Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

November 14, 2006 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, Peter Chipman, Clerk and Tom Gilbert

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Tim Konowitz, David Dillon, Paul Cutler, Bob Shannon, Jose Martins, Paul Haverty

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

14 BARNSTABLE ROAD VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 14 Barnstable Road was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant, David Dillon, of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Mr. Dillon explained that he is proposing to install an irrigation well on his property and requested a variance to install the irrigation well 20’ from the street, rather than the required 40’, in order to maintain a 100’ setback to his septic system leaching area. 

Mr. Domey recommended approval of the variance since the well will be used for irrigation only.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the request to install the proposed irrigation well approximately 20’ from the street, rather than the required 40’.  P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.
99 LELAND ROAD VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 99 Leland Road was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the septic system of an existing 2-bedroom house.  Mr. Cutler explained that the following variances requested are due to the limited size of the lot: 1) A variance from Title 5, Section 15.211, is requested to allow the setback of the soil absorption system to the property line to be 2’, rather than the required 10’. 2) A variance from Title 5, Section 15.211, is requested to allow the setback of the septic tank to the property line to be 5.9’, rather than the required 10’. 3) A variance from Title 5, Section 15.211, is requested to allow the setback of the soil absorption system to the private well at 97 Leland Road to be 89.3’, rather than the required 100’.  4) A variance from Title 5, Section 15.211, is requested to allow the setback of the soil absorption system to the foundation to be 15.7’, rather than the required 20’. 5) A variance from Title 5, Section 15.211, is requested to allow the setback of the septic tank to the foundation to be 8.3’, rather than the required 10’. 6) A variance from Norfolk BOH OSDS Regulations, to allow the system to be designed without the provisions for a garbage grinder. 

Mr. Cutler indicated that a Declaration of Restriction would be placed on the deed stating that no garbage grinder will be used and occupancy of the house is limited to two bedrooms.

Mr. Domey stated that the omission of the garbage grinder is not a variance and that requirement is satisfied with the filing of the Declaration of Restriction on the deed. Mr. Domey said that he expects to see an impervious barrier between the foundation and the soil absorption system.  He also said that the design could be improved slightly by moving the trenches closer together, as per new Title 5 regulations. 

P. Chipman moved to approve the setback variances as requested, subject to the design plan modification and approval by Mr. Domey. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

SARAH DELMASTRO: Ms. DelMastro, Chairman of the Affordable Housing Committee (AHC), met with the Board to discuss any concerns the Board might have regarding affordable housing and establish good communication between the AHC and other town boards and committees. The Selectmen recently approved the formation of the AHC, which consists of one member each from the ZBA, Planning Board, Housing Authority, along with Ms. DelMastro and three other members.

Mr. Gilbert stated that the major concern of the Board of Health is with groundwater quality.

“NORFOLK LANDING” 40B SUBDIVISION: Jose Martins met with the Board to discuss the septic system designs for the individual house lots at the “Norfolk Landing” subdivision.  Designs for the septic systems six initial lots have been submitted to the Board of Health for review and approval.

Mr. Domey said that it was unclear to him whose jurisdiction the review of the plans falls under, since the ZBA reviewed and approved the subdivision. 

Mr. Martins stated that the septic system and stormwater designs meet all Federal and State regulations. 

Mr. Domey stated that the applicant has agreed to construct the reserve areas of the leaching fields at the time of the initial construction of the septic systems. The Board of Health will enforce what is written in the ZBA decision.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: P. Chipman moved to approve the 8/8/06 minutes with amendments. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

P. Chipman moved to approve the 9/12/06 meeting minutes. J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 2-0. (T. Gilbert did not vote as he was not present at that meeting.)

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for December 5, 2006.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Peter Chipman, Clerk

