Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

December 5, 2006 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, Peter Chipman, Clerk and Tom Gilbert, Member.

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, John Glossa, Evan Wilmarth, Coleman Bushnell & Richard Clancy.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

8 LAFAYETTE LANE LOCAL UPGRADE APPROVAL: The local upgrade approval hearing for 8 Lafayette Lane was called to order at 7:45 p.m. John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing 4-bedroom house.  Mr. Glossa requested a local upgrade approval to construct the proposed soil absorption system 3’ above the seasonal high groundwater elevation, rather than the required 4’. Mr. Glossa explained that a perc rate of 27 minutes per inch is used for the design and it is proposed to use the Infiltrator High Capacity Leaching Chambers. The system is not designed to accommodate a garbage grinder and a restriction will be place on the deed.

Mr. Domey recommended approval of the local upgrade approval.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the request to allow the soil absorption system to be constructed 3’ above the seasonal high groundwater, rather than the required 4’.  P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.
6 CLEVELAND STREET LOCAL UPGRADE APPROVAL: The local upgrade approval for 6 Cleveland Street was called to order at 8:00 p.m. Evan Wilmarth, Dover Land Surveying, Inc., presented the revised plan, dated 11/24/06, to upgrade the septic system of an existing 3-bedroom house.  Mr. Wilmarth requested a local upgrade approval to construct the proposed soil absorption system 4’ above the seasonal high groundwater elevation, rather than the required 5’ in order to avoid the installation of a costly retaining wall. Mr. Wilmarth explained that the Board of Health previously approved a Local Upgrade Approval, on October 3, 2006, for the use of sieve analysis to establish the percolation rate in lieu of the standard percolation tests due to the high groundwater elevation at the time of the testing. The proposed plan has been revised using the Infiltrator Quick 4 High Capacity Units, rather than the MicroFAST System that was proposed on the original plan. 

Mr. Domey recommended approval of this request. 

P. Chipman moved to approve the request to allow the soil absorption system to be constructed 4’ above the seasonal high groundwater, rather than the required 5’.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS: Fire Chief, Coleman Bushnell, and Firefighter/Paramedic, Richard Clancy, met with the Board to discuss combining the Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) and the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) to form a Norfolk Citizen Corps, which would be made up of volunteers who assist in preparing for and responding to public health emergencies. The Board was in favor of combining efforts with the Fire Department.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: P. Chipman moved to approve the 10/3/06 meeting minutes. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for January 9, 2007.

ZONING BY-LAW STUDY COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE: T. Gilbert moved to appoint Peter Chipman as the Board’s Zoning By-law Study Committee Representative. J. Laving seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0. (P. Chipman abstained from the vote)

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Peter Chipman, Clerk

