Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

March 7, 2006 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at approximately 7:15 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman, John Lavin, Clerk and Peter Chipman

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Guy Dalton, John Higgins, Brian Grady, Dale Wigmore, John Parmentier, John Glossa, John Chessia, John & Barbara Carter, Paul Cutler, Bruce Johnston, Tony Lorusso, Sarah DelMastro, Ann Proto

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

INFILTRATOR SYSTEMS, INC. PRESENTATION: Guy Dalton, area sales representative for Infiltrator Systems, Inc., and John Higgins, Northeast Environmental, provided the Board with a presentation, slide show and test data on their chamber system.  Mr. Dalton asked the Board to consider removing the requirement in the Board of Health Regulations that all trench and galley systems of stone, concrete, plastic, or other approved materials shall be provided with a perforated pipe throughout the trench length for effluent distribution. Mr. Dalton provided research material supporting why he feels this requirement is unnecessary.  He explained that the original thought behind the requirement is that the perforated pipe provides equal effluent distribution across the trench bottom.  Studies show that chamber systems with a mature biomat provide uniform distribution of septic tank effluent without the need of a 4” perforated distribution pipe.  Mr. Dalton said that he has heard from a number of septic installers that it is very difficult to install the pipe in their chamber.

The Board thanked Mr. Dalton and Mr. Higgins for their presentation and said that they would take the request to remove the requirement of a perforated pipe throughout the trench length of leaching chambers in to consideration. 
CONTINUED 24 MIRROR LAKE AVE VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 24 Mirror Lake Avenue, which was continued from the February 14, 2006 meeting, was called to order at 7:45 p.m. Brian Grady, GAF Engineering, presented the revised plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing two-bedroom dwelling on an 11,150 square foot lot.  

Mr. Grady explained that is now proposed to install a MicroFAST system.  A 50% reduction in leaching area is allowed with the use of the MicroFAST system.  The variances that are now requested from Title 5 and Norfolk Board of Health regulations as a result of the plan revision are to allow a 41-foot setback to the wetlands, rather than the required 50 feet, to allow a 10-foot setback to the cellar wall, rather than the required 20 feet, to allow a 5-foot setback to the property line, rather than the required 10-feet.  It is proposed to install a block retaining wall lined with a 40 mil HDPE barrier.

P. Chipman moved to approve the variances as requested. J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

54 FRUIT STREET VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 54 Fruit Street was called to order at 7:55 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  John Parmentier, Dunn-McKenzie, Inc., presented the plan, dated February 10, 2006 & revised on March 1, 2006, to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing four-bedroom house.  Mr. Parmentier explained that a variance is requested from Title 5, Section 15.104, which requires two percolation tests to be taken on-site.  Percolation tests could not be conducted due to high groundwater, a soil sample was taken and a grain size analysis was conducted by Tibbetts Engineering.  A Class I soil, 0.66 Gallons/Sq. Ft. was utilized for the design.

Mr. Domey recommended that the Board accept the use of the sieve analysis in lieu of the required percolation tests due to the high groundwater at the time of the testing.  DEP approval is also required for this variance.

J. Lavin moved to approve the variance as requested. P. Chipman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

TOWN CENTER CONDOMINIUMS IRRIGATION WELL VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing was called to order at 8:05 by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, and John Chessia, Coler & Colantonio, presented the plan to install an irrigation well 250 feet from the Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) leaching area, rather than 400 feet as required by the Board of Health.  

Mr. Glossa explained that the Town Center Condominium project is a Chapter 40 B project, which requires that they comply with state regulations, but not necessarily town regulations.  In this case, the state requires a 250-foot separation between the leaching area and the irrigation well.  An application with the ZBA to amend the Comprehensive Permit for this project has also been filed for the proposed well location.   A prior application filed with the Board of Health proposed the irrigation well to be more than 400 feet from the leaching area but there were problems associated with that location because it was outside of the confines of the condominium project.  This proposal meets all of the other Board of Health requirements.  It is proposed sample the well on a routine basis.  The water will be delivered directly to an irrigation/sprinkler system and other than a port for testing, there shall be no spigot, faucet or other devise that would allow someone to access the water for drinking or other uses other than the intended use.

Mr. Chessia explained that the WWTP includes an advanced treatment system with ultraviolet disinfection of the effluent and that effluent from the treatment plant flows in the direction away from the well.  

Mr. Domey commented that it is important for the well to remain contaminant free from the items that would be of a public health concern. The well shall be tested for Heterotrophic Plate Count, Fecal Coliform Bacteria, Total Coliform, MS2 Phage, and Culturable Virus.  Testing shall be done after the wastewater treatment plant is put into operation on the following schedule: twice the first year, then once every year thereafter providing the well water tested as uncontaminated.  If at any time the well is found to be contaminated, and this condition cannot be rectified by reasonable means, the well shall be abandoned per the requirements and procedures of the State and Town Regulations.  

John Carter, 36 Union Street, stated that he is an abutter to this project with a private on-site well on his property.  He said that there was an agreement with the developer to connect his house to town water.  

Mr. Lavin stated that this was a condition of the WWTP approval and they will not receive approval of the treatment plant until Mr. Carter’s house is connected to town water.

Mr. Glossa said that he hopes to have the treatment plant up and running by the Fall of 2006.  The well shall be owned by the Condominium Association, but it shall be the responsibility of the owners/operators of the WWTP to conduct the well water testing.  The Condominium Association shall grant the owners/operators of the WWTP an easement to access the well for the purpose of conducting periodic testing of the well water.  The existence of the well and the conditions placed upon it shall be noted in the condominium documents for the Town Center Condominiums.

The Board will work out the details and send recommendations to the ZBA.  

“NOON HILL ACRES” PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION REVIEW: Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the preliminary subdivision plan for “Noon Hill Acres”, which consists of 4 proposed residential building lots on a 9.1 acre parcel of land off Day Street.  This project is located in a Residential 3 Zone, which requires a minimum lot size of 55,000 square feet.  The proposed lots sizes range in size from 55,000 square feet up to 4 acres. The lots will be served by town water and soil tests conducted indicate general suitability for on-site sewage disposal systems.  The stormwater drainage system is conceptual at this time, but it is currently proposed to install numerous catch basins to handle the stormwater runoff from the roadway and send the water to some kind of detention area or leaching facility. 

The Board encouraged Mr. Cutler to design the stormwater system in a way that would distribute the groundwater more effectively than is shown on the current plan.

P. Chipman moved to approve the preliminary subdivision plan for “Noon Hill Acres” subject the comments regarding the drainage system.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

ANN PROTO RE: TOWN POND: Ann Proto, Recreation Director, explained to the Board that the Recreation Department is proposing to restore and reopen the old Town Pond to be used for swimming and fishing.  The pond closed for 2 weeks in 1988 due to high bacteria counts and did not open the summer of 1989 because funds were not allocated to open to pond, which never did reopen after that. Ms. Proto explained that she has been in contact with an aquatic engineer to help with the restoration of the pond.  The water quality of the pond was tested recently and provided the Board with the results.  It is proposed to bring in electricity and install an aerator in the pond, which will help keep it oxygenated.  

Mr. Gilbert said that he remembers there being a problem with the turbidity or clarity of the pond years ago.  Mr. Domey said that they would have to make sure that this issue is resolved.

Mr. Domey stated that the pond would require weekly bacteria testing during the bathing season in order to allow swimming.

Ms. Proto said that she is going to organize a site walk in the near future.

SARAH DELMASTRO RE: NORFOLK LANDING: Sarah Delmastro, co-chair of the Norfolk Airport Neighborhood Committee, met with the Board to obtain information regarding the variances that were requested as it relates to the Norfolk Landing Chapter 40B project.  Ms. Delmastro said that she was interested in which variances would have the greatest impact on the neighborhood.  The Board reviewed these variance requests with Ms. Delmastro.  Mr. Gilbert explained that the ZBA has the last review of this project and the Board has provided them with recommendations.  

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for April 4, 2006.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: P. Chipman moved to approve the February 14, 2006 meeting minutes.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

