Town of Norfolk

Emergency Board of Health Meeting

March 15, 2006 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #25 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman, John Lavin, Clerk and Peter Chipman

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, and Bill Domey, Health Agent & Don Owen

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

The purpose of this emergency meeting was to discuss the status of Mr. Domey’s Professional Engineer’s license, which expired on July 1, 2004 and he neglected to renew until this week. 

Mr. Gilbert explained that this situation came to his attention on Thursday afternoon after Ms. Fijol received a call from a reporter informing her that Mr. Domey’s license had expired almost two years earlier.  Mr. Gilbert said that he spoke to the reporter later that day and expressed his embarrassment over this situation. 

Mr. Chipman and Mr. Lavin said that they were concerned with the lack of communication within the Board and wished that they had been notified of the situation prior to the article being printed in the newspaper.  Mr. Lavin thought that an emergency meeting should have been held as soon as possible earlier in the week and felt that Mr. Domey should not have conducted inspections until then.

The Board agreed that holding a Professional Engineer’s license is an important part of the Engineer/Agent position procurement process and is required to assure the Board of Health that the applicant would effectively support the Board’s mission to protect the environment and the health and safety of the inhabitants of Norfolk.  The Board pointed out that while this lapse in the license did not directly impact Mr. Domey’s capacity to enforce Title 5 and Norfolk’s Sanitary Code, it is a technical violation of Mr. Domey’s contract and a future occurrence will not be tolerated.  

The Board agreed to send a letter addressing this issue.

The Board asked Mr. Domey to provide them with copies of his current P.E. license and the one that becomes effective July 1, 2006.  Also, a certificate of liability insurance must be submitted.

The Board asked Ms. Fijol to also follow up with Mark Oram and obtain his fiscal year 2006 contract, as well as a copy of his Registered Sanitarian license and certificate of liability insurance.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

