Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

April 4, 2006 Minutes

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at approximately 7:15 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were Tom Gilbert, Chairman, John Lavin, Clerk and Peter Chipman

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Archana Joshi, Bruce & Beverly Wilson, Norman Gentry, Kevin Burke, Eleanor Osborn, Bruce Simpson, Sarah DelMastro

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

ARCHANA JOSHI/REGION 4A EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS COORDINATOR: Archana Joshi, the new Region 4A Emergency Preparedness Coordinator, met with the Board of Health to introduce herself and get a feel for what the Board of Health does as she is new to state and local health.  Ms. Joshi encouraged the Board to attend an upcoming pandemic influenza training session and said that it is important for the Board to start thinking about preparedness.

6 MOHEGAN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 6 Mohegan Street was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.  Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, presented the plan, dated 3/15/06, to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing three (3)-bedroom dwelling.  Mr. Wilson explained that a variance is requested from Title 5, Section 15.104, which requires two percolation tests to be taken on-site.  Percolation tests could not be conducted due to high groundwater, two soil samples were taken and a grain size analysis was conducted by Geotechnical Consultants, Inc.  A Class I soil, 0.66 Gallons/Sq. Ft. was utilized for the design.

Mr. Domey recommended that the Board accept the use of the sieve analysis in lieu of the required percolation tests due to the high groundwater at the time of the testing.  DEP approval is also required for this variance.

P. Chipman moved to approve the variance as requested. J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

CALL & WAIT AUTO: The site plan for proposed site improvements at Call & Wait Auto has been withdrawn and they stopped payment on their check for the Board of Health site plan review application fee.  They also withdrew their Class 3 License (junkyard) application with the Board of Selectmen and have instead applied for a Class 2 License (used auto sales).  Mr. Domey said that he had already completed his review and provided comments on the site plan prior to its withdrawal.  The Board agreed to send Call & Wait Auto an invoice for administration and engineering expenses (6 hours @ $82.50 per hour) that were incurred prior to the withdrawal of the site plan. 

WALPOLE AREA VISITING NURSE CONTRACT: The Board reviewed the FY06 contract for the Walpole Area Visiting Nurse Association (WAVNA).  The Board asked to have the WAVNA include in their contract a statement saying that they will provide the Board of Health with an annual report of services that were provided.

SANITARIAN CONTRACT: The Board expressed concern over the fact that the Sanitarian, Enviro-Tech Consultants, does not carry general liability insurance and asked B. Fijol to obtain Town counsel’s opinion on the matter.

NORFOLK LANDING 40B PROJECT: Mr. Domey informed the Board that septic system design plans have been received for 6 lots in the Norfolk Landing subdivision.  The designs meet all but one of the Board of Health requirements and the applicant has requested a variance to allow the trench spacing to be 6-feet, rather than the required 10-feet.  The applicant is willing to construct the reserve leaching area at the time of the initial septic system construction to make up for this waiver.  The other variances that were requested are irrelevant because they already comply with Board of Health regulations.  The septic system designs are in compliance with the DEP Title 5 regulations.  The Board of Health agreed to send a letter to the Zoning Board of Appeals recommending that the variance be granted to allow a 6-foot trench spacing, rather than the required 10-feet, based upon the fact that they are willing to install the reserve leaching area at the time of the initial construction.

INFILTRATOR SYSTEMS DISCUSSION: At the March 7, 2006 Board of Health meeting, Guy Dalton, Infiltrator Systems, Inc., asked the Board to consider removing the requirement in the Board of Health Regulations that all trench and galley systems of stone, concrete, plastic, or other approved materials shall be provided with a perforated pipe throughout the trench length for effluent distribution.  As a result, the Board agreed to delete the entire paragraph VII.4.I from the Norfolk Board of Health Regulations.

P. Chipman moved to delete paragraph VII.4.I from the Norfolk Board of Health Regulations for the Siting, Construction, Inspection, Upgrade, Repair, and Expansion of On-Site Wastewater Disposal Systems.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for April 25, 2006.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: J. Lavin moved to approve the March 7, 2006 meeting minutes.  P. Chipman seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

P. Chipman moved to approve the March 15, 2006 Emergency Board of Health meeting minutes.  J. Lavin seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. All voted in favor.

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

John Lavin, Clerk 

