Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

January 9, 2007 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, Peter Chipman, Clerk and Tom Gilbert, Member.

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Tom Benedetti, Paul Cutler, Paul Guertin, Butch Vito, Betsy Frederick, Bruce Wilson, Glenn Capachin, Gerald & Derek Jackson

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

BEAVER PERMIT APPLICATION: Mr. Domey explained that DPW has submitted to the Board of Health a 10-day Emergency Beaver Permit Application to alleviate a beaver dam issue on a portion of the Mill River between Miller Street and River Road. Mr. Domey said that according to State Statue, the DPW must first obtain permission from the BOH and then approval from the Conservation Commission. The Board of Health must first decide if the situation is a threat to human health and safety. In this case, the beaver dam is causing flooding of Miller Street, which gives the Board of Health authority to act on that basis. It is Mr. Domey’s opinion that the beaver dam could be removed to try to alleviated the flooding issue. Mr. Domey stated that he inspected the site with Tom Benedetti, DPW Foreman of the Grounds Maintenance Division.

Butch Vito, Director of Public Works, said that during the construction of the Miller Street bridge, the State Engineers determined that an old bridge had clogged up with debris and a beaver dam were causing an elevation in the river. At that time, the DPW obtained emergency approval from the Conservation Commission to remove the old bridge and open up the beaver dam a little bit. After the bridge was complete, the road flooded again and it was discovered that the beavers had rebuilt the dam. 

Mr. Domey said that the use of a conibear type trap, which is what the DPW is proposing to use to remove the beavers, is considered inhumane by the MSPCA. Mr. Domey recommended that the DPW work with the Division of Fish and Wildlife and Conservation Commission to come up with a solution to solve the flooding problem, such as breaching the dam and/or the use of  water-flow devises on the dam, rather than actually remove the beavers. This would be the most humane way to solve the problem and not have an adverse situation with the wildlife in the area.

T. Gilbert moved to allow the DPW to breach the beaver dam. P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

“NOONHILL ACRES” DEFINITIVE SUBDIVISION REVIEW: Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the Definitive Subdivision Plan for “Noonhill Acres”, which consists of 4 proposed lots located on 9.1 acres between Day Street and Seekonk Street.  The lots will be served by town water and on-site sewage disposal systems. Perc tests on all of the lots revealed perc rates of less than 2 minutes per inch. The storm water from the cul-de-sac area will be directed through a Vortec Chamber and into leaching pit #3, which is located in a drainage easement on Lot #2.  The storm water from the remainder of the road will be directed through a Vortec Chamber and into leaching pits #1 & #2, which will be located in a drainage easement on Lot #1. The storm water system is designed to accommodate a 100-year storm event. Permeability tests, deep holes tests and percolation tests have been conducted on the site.  

Mr. Domey commented that the required clearance distance between the bottom of the leaching pits and the high groundwater has to be at least 6 feet in order to avoid interference with the outflow rates.  It is not clear that bottom of leaching pits #1 & #2 have sufficient clearance to groundwater.  Mr. Cutler will have to clarify this issue.  Other than that issue, the plan is satisfactory.  
P. Chipman moved to approve the definitive subdivision plan for “Noonhill Acres” subject to the condition that the issue with leaching pits #1 & #2 is resolved and approved by Mr. Domey.  T. Gilbert seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PRESENTATION: Butch Vito, Director of Public Works, met with the Board to update them on the Town of Norfolk NPDES Phase II Stormwater Management Program, which is in it’s 4th year. Mr. Vito explained that he is proposing to put together a stormwater committee, which would consist of a member from each of the town boards that have involvement in stormwater management. The committee would review all of the Town’s stormwater regulations to see where there may be an overlap in the review process. Betsy Frederick, SEA Consultants, Inc., and showed a power point presentation on storm water management that has been presented to other town boards. 

162 NORTH STREET LOCAL UPGRADE APPROVAL: The local upgrade review for 162 North Street was called to order at 9:35 p.m. Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates, presented the plan to upgrade the existing septic system to accommodate an in-law apartment utilizing an Innovative/Alternative type of system known as a Presby Enviro-Septic Wastewater Treatment System. Mr. Wilson stated that a waiver is requested from Norfolk Board of Health Regulations to allow the use of a bed configuration, rather than the required leaching trenches.  The bed configuration is required with the use of the Presby System.

Mr. Capchin, the owner of the property, said that it is his preference to use the Presby System.  

Mr. Domey commented that this project is considered “New Construction” because it is proposed to add bedrooms, which will increase the design flow to the system and the Board generally does not issue variances for “New Construction”. 

JERRY JACKSON RE: SHERWOOD INDUSTRIAL PARK STORMWATER: 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: T. Gilbert moved to approve the 10/17/06 meeting minutes. P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for January 30, 2007.

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Peter Chipman, Clerk

