Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

February 27, 2007 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, Peter Chipman, Clerk and Tom Gilbert, Member 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Mike Flanagan, Richard Clancy, Linda & Gary Duquette, Fred Stavinski, Jeff Weaver, Gerry Walsh, John Parmentier, Glen & Patricia Olsen, Hugo DiMartino, Dave Simmons, Joe Lorusso, Bill Buckley

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

PANDEMIC FLU PLANNING: Mike Flanagan, Caritas Norwood Hospital, met with the Board to discuss pandemic flu planning. Mr. Flanagan explained that, in the case of a pandemic flu event, the hospital would be looking for coordination with local Boards of Health and the Department of Public Health to disseminate information to the residents on when and where to receive care. The State has authorized the hospital to develop an ISCU (Influenza Specialty Care Unit) or ACS (Alternate Care Site), which would be staffed by the local Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) volunteers. The ACS would be able to provide the hospital with 100 additional beds.

The Board told Mr. Flanagan that the Board of Health is holding it’s first MRC orientation on April 3, 2007. Mr. Flanagan said that he would be willing to give a brief presentation about pandemic flu at the MRC orientation. 

367 MAIN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: John Lavin called the variance hearing for 367 Main Street to order at 8:15 pm by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. All of the abutters were notified of the hearing. Fred Stavinski, Stavinski Engineering Associates, Inc., presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing three-bedroom home. Mr. Stavinski explained that the reason for the variance requests is because there is not sufficient space on the lot to meet all of the requirements of Title 5 in order to upgrade the system. The variances requested are as follows:

1. To allow the setback of the soil absorption system from the rear lot line to be 1 foot instead of the required 10 feet. 

2. To allow the setback of the soil absorption system from the cellar wall to be 7 feet instead of the required 20 feet. 

3. To allow the setback of the soil absorption system to be 75 feet from the drinking water well serving the applicant’s property at 367 Main Street instead of the required 100 feet.

4.  To allow the setback of the soil absorption system to be 75 feet from the drinking water well serving the abutting property at 369 Main Street instead of the required 100 feet.

Mr. Domey commented that Title 5 requires that the rear lot line be staked out by a Registered Land Surveyor. Mr. Domey also said that a 40 mil High Density Polythene barrier must be constructed at the foundation wall to a depth at elevation 155.3. Presently the existing setbacks to the wells from the soil absorption system are less that the required value and there has been no indication of problems. Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of the variances, subject to the condition that both subject wells be sampled and tested to confirm that there is no existing well contamination.

Jeff Weaver, abutter from 365 Main Street, expressed concern that the existing six-foot tall retaining wall that lies on the lot line between his lot and the subject lot would fail during the construction process. 

Mr. Domey said that he does not believe that there is any significant risk that this work will adversely affect the abutting retaining wall, but the proposed retaining wall could be moved 5 feet closer the leaching area to increase the distance to the existing wall.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the variances as requested, subject to the conditions outlined by Mr. Domey. P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

32 BOARDMAN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: J. Lavin called the variance hearing to order for 32 Boardman Street at 8:55 pm by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. All of the abutters were notified of the hearing. 

Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing 2-bedroom home. Mr. Wilson explained that the variance requested is to allow the setback of the proposed soil absorption system to the existing drinking water well serving the applicant’s property to be 98 feet instead of the required 100 feet. The reason for this request is that there is not sufficient space on the subject lot to meet all of the requirements of Title 5 and the Norfolk Board of Health.

Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of this request.

P. Chipman moved to approve the variance as requested. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

220 MAIN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: J, Lavin called the variance hearing for 220 Main Street to order at 9:05 pm by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. All of the abutters were notified of the hearing. Peter Chipman recused himself from the hearing.

Bruce Wilson, Wilson Associates Engineering, presented the plan to construct a proposed 28’x 44’ addition to the existing commercial building. The variance requested is to allow the proposed full foundation to be place 10 feet from the existing leaching area, with the installation of an impervious barrier along the foundation, rather than the required 20 feet.

Mr. Domey stated that the installation of the impervious barrier between the soil absorption area and the foundation is sound enough to provide equal environmental protection as if the foundation were installed the required 20 feet away. The Board will have to decide if this would be considered manifest injustice if the variance was not granted. This variance would also require DEP approval if it’s approved by the Board of Health. 

J. Lavin stated that this addition would be considered new construction, which puts it into a different category.  The applicant would have to demonstrate that it would deprive the applicant of substantially all beneficial use of property if the variance were not approved.

T. Gilbert said that part of the foundation could be a slab foundation and this would not deprive the applicant of all beneficial use of the building. A variance would not be needed, as the required setback for a slab foundation is 10 feet from the soil absorption system. 

Gerry Walsh asked if a variance was needed when the septic system was installed. J. Lavin responded that a variance was not needed for the septic system.

T. Gilbert moved to deny the variance based on Title 5 for new construction and it would not deprive the applicant of all beneficial use of the property. J. Lavin seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.

SITE PLAN REVIEW FOR 240 DEDHAM STREET: John Parmentier, Dunn-McKenzie, Inc., presented the site plan for a proposed self-storage facility and a donut shop at 240 Dedham Street. There was previously approved site plan for this property, which has been modified. Stormwater runoff from the site currently flows to the existing adjacent roadway drainage system. The stormwater management system for the proposed project is substantially the same as has been designed so the rate and volume of runoff after development is not increased from the predevelopment. The proposed detention/infiltration basins that were approved in a previous version of the development of this site have been revised somewhat. 

Mr. Domey commented that no soil tests in the proposed leaching area have been done and such soil tests shall have to be conducted. Design flows for the sewage disposal system have not been established and will have to be approved by both the DEP and the Board of Health.

Mr. Domey stated that certain waivers have been requested of the Board of Health for the stormwater management system: To allow the slope of the sideslopes of the forebay of the proposed basins to be 3:1 instead of the required 4:1 maximum and to allow the water depth of the proposed basin to exceed 3 feet in depth. It was also requested to allow the free board of the basins to be less than 3 feet, but this is not a Board of Health regulation.

Mr. Domey recommended that a chain link fence 8 feet high with a locked gate be required around the basins for security purposes.

J. Lavin said that it is his opinion that a fence 4 feet high is adequate.

The Board was not in favor of approving the waivers that were requested and asked Mr. Parmentier to modify the plan to try to meet all of the Board of Health regulations.

Hugo DiMartino granted the Board of Health an extension for the site plan to April 18, 2007 in order to allow additional time to meet the Board of Health requirements.

POND STREET COMMERCIAL CENTER PRELIMINARY SUBDIVISION PLAN: David Simmons, Angle Tree Consulting and Engineering, and Bill Buckley, Bay Colony Group, presented a preliminary subdivision for 10 proposed commercial lots off Pond Street. The lots will be supplied by town water and will rely on septic systems for sewage disposal. Mr. Simmons stated that the drainage and stormwater management system is shown conceptually, utitlzing detention basins.

Mr. Domey commented that no soil test data has been provided with the plans for evaluation. It is not clear that all proposed lots are suitable for subsurface disposal of sanitary sewage. The designer is also referred to the Board of Health guidance documents that must be followed and signed for that aspect of the design. 

T. Gilbert moved to approve the conceptual plan subject to the condition that the definitive plan comply with all applicable Board of Health and Town of Norfolk regulations. P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for March 13, 2007.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:40 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Peter Chipman, Clerk

