Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

March 13, 2007 Minutes

John Lavin called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Municipal Building.

Members present were John Lavin, Chairman, and Tom Gilbert, Member (Peter Chipman was absent)

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Greg Bunavicz, Laurie Wilson, Jeff Palumbo, John Parmentier, Jerry Jackson, Derek Jackson, Dan Sullivan

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

8 WEST BIRCH ROAD TITLE 5 LOCAL UPGRADE APPROVAL: J. Lavin called the hearing to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Greg Bunavicz, Borderland Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing 4-bedroom house. Mr. Bunavicz explained that the Local Upgrade Approval request is to allow an increase in the maximum allowable depth of the system components required by 310 CMR 15.221(7), from 36” to 72”. Mr. Bunavicz explained that this request is due to the site grading constraints. It is proposed to provide an H-20 distribution box, risers for all of the covers on the septic tank and d-box and a vent. 

Mr. Domey said that this is a Local Upgrade Approval and is allowed by Title 5, providing the system is properly vented, which is provided for with this design. The covers on the septic tank and the distribution box will have to be to within 6” of the ground surface. Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of the variance as requested.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the variance as requested to allow an increase in the maximum allowable depth of the system components from 36” to 72”. J. Lavin seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.
10 SHERWOOD DRIVE SITE PLAN REVIEW: John Parmentier, Dunn-McKenzie, Inc., presented the site plan, dated February 1, 2007, for a proposed 8,400 square foot landscaper building on a lot having a total area of 44,606 square feet. A significant amount of the lot is to be rendered impervious either by the building or paved areas. Water supply is to be provided by an on-site well and sewage disposal is to be provided by an on-site sewage disposal system. The building would be connected to town water should it become available. Mr. Parmentier explained that it is proposed to collect the roof runoff and send it to a shallow rain garden constructed in a depression on the front lawn, which will landscaped with plantings and a grassy area. The roof runoff from the back of the building is proposed to be directed to a tank with an overflow provision.  Off site discharge is proposed to flow to the existing drainage system in David Road, with final discharge to the wetlands bordering the Stop River.

Mr. Domey commented that a plant list would have to be prepared of water tolerant plants for the proposed rain garden. Permeability tests would also need to be conducted in that area. Mr. Domey provided a Site Plan Review Memo, dated March 13, 2007. Mr. Domey stated that because of the shallow high ground water and depth to bedrock, as well as the fact that this lies within a “nitrogen sensitive area” because of the reliance on private wells, it is doubtful that a design can be prepared that will meet the Board of Health stormwater management system criteria that the volume of runoff will not be increased as a result of the development. The applicant was advised at the time to seek and obtain a waiver from the Board of Health for this aspect. It would be expected that, in order to obtain such a waiver, that extended detention with slow release would have to be provided for the various design storms to minimize any adverse flooding impact down gradient from this project. It is still not clear that this is being satisfactorily met by this submittal. 

This plan indicates that an infiltration structure will be utilized as would be otherwise required to meet the Board of Health regulations and requirements. However, the design is not supported by any soil borings or permeability tests or groundwater hydrogeologic calculations to support its efficacy or compliance with the Board of Health requirements as summarized in the executed submittal guidelines. It is also noted that the sizing of the stormceptor unit prior to infiltration should be revised to provide treatment of the peak runoff for the 2-inch NRSCS Type III storm without bypass.

Mr. Domey said that he does not recommend approval of the site plan for 10 Sherwood Drive at this time.

The applicant, Jerry Jackson, granted the Board of Health an extension to May 1, 2007 to allow additional time to meet the Board of Health requirements for the above referenced project.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for May 2, 2007.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

