Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

June 12, 2007 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at approximately 7:35 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Town Hall.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Jeff Palumbo, Clerk and Tom Gilbert, Member 

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Paul Cutler, Jerry Sullivan, Bob Vey

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

58 RIVER ROAD VARIANCE HEARING: P. Chipman called the variance hearing for 58 River Road to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Paul Cutler, Landmark Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the septic system of an existing 3-bedroom house.

Mr. Cutler explained that the variance requested is to allow the use of a grain size analysis to establish the perc rate, rather than the required percolation testing due to the high groundwater at the time of the soil test. The results indicate that the soil is a Class II soil with an LTAR of 0.6 gallons per day per square foot. The existing well will be abandoned and the house will be connected to the town water system. 

Mr. Domey said that the request is consistent with the Board’s past practice and with Title 5. Mr. Domey recommended approval of the variance due to the fact that a percolation test could not be performed because of groundwater interference.

T. Gilbert moved to approve the variance to use allow the use of a grain size analysis to establish the perc rate, rather than the required percolation testing. J. Palumbo seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 
7 MOHEGAN STREET VARIANCE HEARING: P. Chipman called the variance hearing to order at 8:00 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Bob Vey, Norfolk Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the septic system of an existing 4–bedroom house at 7 Mohegan Street. 

Mr. Vey explained that he is requesting 2 variances. The first request is to allow the vertical separation from the bottom of the leaching area to the high groundwater to be 3 feet instead of the required 4 feet. 

Mr. Vey said that the second request is to allow the use of a grain size analysis to establish the perc rate, rather than the required percolation testing due to the high groundwater at the time of the soil test. The results indicate that the soil is a Class II soil with an LTAR of 0.33 gallons per day per square foot.

Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of both of the variances subject to the condition that there is no increase in the number of bedrooms.

J. Palumbo moved to approve the variances as requested. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

MEETING MINUTES: J. Palumbo moved to approve the May 2, 2007 meeting minutes. T. Gilbert seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

CONNECT-CTY EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM: Steve Linehan, Regional Director for the NTI Group, gave the Board a demonstration of the Connect-CTY emergency notification system. Mr. Linehan had given a demonstration to other town departments earlier in the day. Mr. Linehan explained that this system is totally web-based with no hardware, software or phone lines required and can send a message to thousands of residents in the matter of minutes.

The Board thought that the town would benefit from this system and agreed to apply for an emergency preparedness grant to purchase the system for the first year and the town has agreed to pay for it after that.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for June 20, 2007.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Jeff Palumbo, Clerk

