Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

December 4, 2007 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Town Hall.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Jeff Palumbo, Clerk and Tom Gilbert

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Administrator, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Butch Vito, Kathy Sullivan

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.
MILL RIVER BEAVER ISSUE: Butch Vito, Director of Public Works, met with the Board to discuss the Mill River beaver issue. Mr. Vito said he would like to work with the Board of Health to develop a long-term management plan for dealing with the beaver population, which is increasing very rapidly as the subject area is an ideal beaver habitat. Mr. Vito also said that he is looking for permission from the Board of Health to trap the beavers and breach the dams to restore unrestricted stream flow.

Kathy Sullivan, River Road resident, said that the mosquito breeding area along the Mill River has increased dramatically and she is concerned about the risk of mosquito borne diseases.

Mr. Domey said that he would like to see a set of plans for the Miller Street Bridge in order to see what the water flow is like in this area. Mr. Domey asked Mr. Vito to take him on a tour of the site. Mr. Domey also stated that since beaver-trapping season is between November 1st and April 15th, Board of Health permission is not needed to trap during that time period. Trapping has to be done by a licensed trapper. 

Mr. Domey said that the DPW should be working with the Norfolk Conservation Commission and the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife (DFW) to develop a long-term management plan. The Board of Health only gets involved when there is an immediate threat to human health and safety from beaver activity.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for January 8, 2008.

EARTH REMOVAL COMMITTEE REP: T. Gilbert moved to appoint J. Palumbo as the Board’s Earth Removal Committee Representative. P. Chipman seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Jeff Palumbo, Clerk

