Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

March 11, 2008 Minutes

Peter Chipman called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in meeting room #124 of the Town Hall.

Members present were Peter Chipman, Chairman, Jeff Palumbo, Clerk and Tom Gilbert

Others present: Betsy Fijol, Bill Domey, Butch Vito, Gerry Walsh

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.
MILL RIVER BEAVER ISSUE: Butch Vito met with the Board to discuss the ongoing Mill River beaver issue. Mr. Vito applied to the Board of Health for a 10-day Emergency Beaver Permit and a 30-day Extension Permit. He is meeting with the Conservation Commission (Con Com) tomorrow night for approval to breach the dams and already has permission to access the property from the Army Corps of Engineers. A line item of $5000 has been placed in the DPW budget for beaver control this coming year. Mr. Vito said that the Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW) said that the beaver population must be brought under control and set up a maintenance program.

Tom asked if the flow devices that were discussed previously would be beneficial. Mr. Vito said that the beaver consultant said that the flow devices were not going to be effective at this time. This might be effective once the population is under control. The trapper was able to trap 3 beavers over the winter using box traps, but suggested using the conibear traps as a more effective trapping method.

Peter suggested that the DPW try to install flow devices in the dams while they were out there anyway with the backhoe breaching the dams.

Jeff asked if the Con Com was supportive of what they are proposing to do. Butch said that Con Com was fully supportive. Jeff also asked if the water was approaching street level and Butch said that it was.

Tom moved to approve Butch’s request to issue a 10-Day Emergency Beaver Permit and a 30-day Extension Permit. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

OUTDOOR WOOD BOILER DISCUSSION: Jeff said that Outdoor Wood Boilers (OWB) are becoming an issue in other communities. Some communities have passed OWB regulations that address things such as particulate matter emissions, set back distances from the structure to abutters, stack height, seasonality and appropriate burning material. Jeff said that he would like the Board of Health to get ahead of this to avoid some of the potential issues that other towns are facing with OWB. 

Gerry Walsh, resident and greenhouse business owner, said that he was thinking of installing an OWB to heat his greenhouses to help curb the cost of heating oil. Mr. Walsh said that the system produces less smoke if only seasoned wood is burned and burning trash in the unit is not recommended as it gives off a different odor.

Tom asked Mr. Walsh to provide the Board with the manufacturer’s specifications for the unit to compare the particulate matter emission of OWB with that of wood stoves. 

Jeff asked the Board to consider a moratorium at some point to study the matter further for the residential use of OWB. 

Peter said that the Norfolk Zoning Bylaws prohibits fly ash from being greater than .3 grains per cubic foot (which Tom converted to 5 grams per cubic foot). Tom said that the Zoning Bylaws offer no protection at all.

The board agreed that there is a need for OWB regulations, but wants to compile more information before drafting such regulations. The Board agreed to continue this discussion at the next meeting.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: T. Gilbert moved to approve the 2/5/08 meeting minutes. J. Palumbo seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next regular meeting was scheduled for April 15, 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

NORFOLK BOARD OF HEALTH

Jeff Palumbo, Clerk

