Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

April 15, 2008 Minutes

Members Present: Peter Chipman, Chairman, Jeff Palumbo, Clerk, Tom Gilbert, Member

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Bill Domey, Deshang Wang, Imad Zrein, Brian Fairbanks, Ken Staffier, Bob Nicodemus, Jennifer Troutman, Kim Eldred

Peter called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. in Town Hall meeting room #124.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.
90 POND STREET SITE PLAN REVIEW: Deshang Wang, Carr Research, presented the proposed site plan that consists of two buildings and associated parking and infrastructure at 90 Pond Street. Mr. Wang said that the site plan was revised on 4/11/08, which has not yet been submitted to the Board of Health for review. A 10-ft safety bench was added to the detention basin. A Stormceptor unit has been added to treat the driveway entrance runoff to meet the 80% TSS removal rate before being discharged to the water quality swale/subsurface recharge trench.  Mr. Wang stated that he is requesting a waiver from Board of Health regulations to allow the side slopes of the stormwater infiltration basing to be 3:1, rather than the required 4:1, due to lot constraints.

Mr. Domey stated that based on the plan that he reviewed, dated 12/8/07, the water supply is to be provided by the town water system and sewage disposal is to be by use of an on-site septic system. Soils test conducted on the site have demonstrated the suitability of the soil for that purpose. The stormwater design generally follows the Norfolk Board of Health regulations except for the following: 

· Side slopes of the stormwater infiltration basin are at 3:1, which is steeper than the Board of Health regulatory prescribed maximum of 4:1.

· The basin will fill to a depth of 4.86 feet, which is deeper than the Board of Health regulatory maximum depth of 3 feet.

· The infiltration basin will not have the required minimum clearance to high groundwater of 2 feet as prescribed by the BOH requirements.
Mr. Domey said that the Board recently granted a similar waiver for 240 Dedham Street allowing the side slopes to be 3:1 with the installation of a protective fence around the basin for safety reasons. Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of the site plan, subject to approval of the waivers outlined above. 

Mr. Wang said that this lot abuts conservation land and wildlife will not be able to access the wet basin if it’s fenced in. 

Mr. Domey stated that this would have to be a unique situation for the Board to eliminate the requirement for the fence around the detention basin, otherwise the Board would be setting a precedence for other projects of this nature.

Tom said that this project is a unique situation because it is in a non-residential setting abutting conservation land and feels that it does not present an imminent public health risk if the basin was not fenced in. The developer is actually creating a vernal pool, which is important to support wildlife. 

Jeff said that he agrees with Tom and supports the applicant’s request to eliminate the fence around the detention basin.

Mr. Wang stated that the revised plan added a 10-ft safety bench to the detention basin, so the maximum depth of water will be reduced to 2.47 ft., which now meets the requirement of maximum depth of 3 ft. A waiver is no longer being requested for this item.

Mr. Domey stated that the revised plan included extra treatment of runoff with the Stormceptor and the one-foot clearance provided for the water quality trench satisfied the requirement for minimum clearance to high groundwater. A waiver is no longer required for this item.

A formal variance hearing with immediate abutter notification is required to allow the waiver for the 3:1 slope. The applicant must submit revised plans with a formal request for a variance hearing. The site plan review will continue at that time.

LOT 10 SHIRE DRIVE/GOMES CORP. SITE PLAN REVIEW: Imad Zrein, DeVellis-Zrein, presented the proposed site plan, dated 3/18/08, for a commercial building with office and other space in the Shire Industrial Park for Gomes Landscaping. 

Mr. Domey commented that this project is similar to others that have already been approved. Sewage disposal is to be by the use of a connection to a common sewerage disposal system as previously approved by the Board of Health. It will be required that the applicant apply for a Disposal System Construction Permit for the wastewater facilities specifically serving this property.  At that time the specific use of the building with Title 5 design flows will have to be determined and provided to the Board of Health. The overall stormwater management for on-site runoff attenuation on this property has already been provided by the subdivision stormwater system as previously approved by the Board of Health. The on-site stormwater management on this lot has been augmented by use of a nominal minor infiltration structure for the roof runoff, which is required by the Planning Board. Bill said that he recommends approval of the site plan.

Tom moved to approve the site plan for Lot 10 Shire Drive. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

LOTS 30 & 31 NORFOLK COMMONS SITE PLAN REVIEW:  Ken Staffier & Brian Fairbanks,VHB/Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc., presented a modified site plan for a proposed 14,000 square foot variety store (Walgreens) & a small retail store on Phase I of the Norfolk Commons development. Sewage disposal is to be by use of connection to the shared wastewater treatment plant on Phase II of the development. The stormwater drainage system for this project is also a shared system located on Lots 35 & 36 and was previously approved with the original subdivision, but was modified as a cost saving effort. 

Mr. Domey commented that this is the first proposed commercial building on the Norfolk Commons site that we have dealt with. The sewage disposal is to be by use of a connection to a common sewerage disposal system as previously approved by the Board of Health. It will be required that the applicant apply for a Disposal System Construction Permit for the wastewater facilities specifically serving each subject facility. At that time, the specific use of the building with Title 5 design flows will have to be determined and provided to the Board of Health to determine compatibility with the Wastewater Treatment Plant Design. This revised stormwater design generally follows the Norfolk Board of Health requirements and regulations. Mr. Domey said that he recommends approval of the proposed site plan.
Jeff moved to approve the revised site plan for Lots 30 & 31 Norfolk Commons. Tom seconded  the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Bob Nicodemus, Jennifer Troutman and Kim Eldred, Economic Development Committee (EDC), met with the Board to discuss the proposed Town Meeting Warrant Articles for the adoption of Chapter 43D, Expedited Permitting for the Town Center B1 Zoning District and now also proposed for the C6 Zoning District, Southwood Hospital property. 

Mr. Nicodemus said that the town would have a 20-day period to determine if the application is complete and the town needs to define what is considered a complete application. Once an application is considered complete, the town boards have 180 days to review and render a decision on the application. If the application is considered incomplete, it is returned to the applicant. 

Mr. Domey said that the town must clearly define what is a complete application. The Board of Health already uses a checklist of items that must be received with an application for it to be considered a complete application. Mr. Domey recommended that the Board review the Chapter 43D general laws.

Mr. Nicodemus asked the Board to generate a list of questions to present to the MAPC/MA Development representatives on 4/22/08. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: Tom moved to approve the 3/11/08 meeting minutes. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next Board of Health meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, May 6, 2008 @ 8:00 p.m.

OUTDOOR WOOD BOILERS: Jeff stated that some neighboring towns are having issues with outdoor wood boilers (OWBs), which are wood burning units that heat water which then recirculates water into the home to heat it with radiant heat. The units are sometimes used to heat Jacuzzis or swimming pools. Jeff said that the concern with these units is that they don’t burn clean and are not efficient causing nuisance odors for the neighbors. There are 5 or 6 units in Bellingham and they have problems with all but 1 unit. Jeff said that it is important that only dry, seasoned wood is burned in the units and burning improperly seasoned wood or trash can cause problems. Jeff suggested that the Board considered a moratorium on the installation of OWBs in order to allow the Board time to research this subject.

Tom moved to declare a moratorium prohibiting the installation of OWBs beginning April 15, 2008 for 120 days, which is August 12, 2008. The purpose of the moratorium is to provide the Board with the time it needs to research the impacts of OWBs on public health and to develop regulations related to installing and operating OWBs in the Town of Norfolk. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

The Board asked Betsy to contact Gerry Walsh & the Building Department to let them know about the moratorium. A legal notice will have to be advertised in the newspaper & the Board will hold a public hearing once regulations have been drafted.

Meeting adjourned at 10:25 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeff Palumbo, Clerk

