Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

May 27, 2008 Minutes

Members Present: Tom Gilbert, Jeff Palumbo, and Mike Findlen

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Administrative Assistant, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Wenjun Cao, Carr Research

Tom Gilbert called the meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm. in Town Hall meeting room #124.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.
AGENT APPOINTMENTS: Jeff moved to appoint the follow agents to the Board of Health:

· Bill Domey – Health Agent

· Betsy Fijol – BOH Admin. Assistant

· Gail Bernardo – Town Clerk for issuing Burial Permits

· James Delaney – Delaney Funeral Home for issuing Burial Permits

· Mark Oram – Sanitarian for restaurant inspections & Housing Code inspections

· Hilary Penlington – Animal Advisory Agent

· Ed Nolan – Emergency Preparedness Agent
· Earth Removal Committee Rep.
· Zoning By-Law Study Committee Rep.
90 POND STREET VARIANCE HEARING & SITE PLAN REVIEW: The variance hearing for 90 Pond Street was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant’s engineer of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Wenjun Cao, Carr Research, presented the revised site plan, dated 04/11/08 and explained that the variance requested is to allow the open basin sideslope to be 3:1, where 4:1 is required by Board of Health Regulations. This basin is located in a commercial area and the 3:1 slope with a maximum water depth of 2.47 ft will not create an imminent public safety hazard. The basin will be planted with an evergreen vegetated screen around the perimeter.

Bill Domey said that this site plan was discussed at great length at the April 15, 2008 meeting and the Board seemed favorable to the 3:1 slope at that time considering the type of area this project is located in. Bill said it is the owner’s responsibility to remediate any issues that may arise 

Jeff moved to approve the site plan subject to the condition that the owner of the property remediate any mosquito or odor issue caused by the wet basin and the variance to allow the basin sideslope to be 3:1, rather than the required 4:1. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, 2008.
HEALTH AGENT BUDGET: The Health Agent Budget was cut dramatically at Town Meeting. The Board had requested $37,860 for health agent services and the Town of Norfolk appropriated only $17,860. Tom suggested that the Board adopt Chapter 53 E ½ for approval at the fall Town Meeting, which is a revolving fund for the purpose of paying for Health Agent services. Betsy informed the Board that a Chapter 53 E ½ could only be established by vote of the annual town meeting in the spring. 

Tom recommended that the Board track the fees collected and pay Bill based upon the hours of service, rather than a flat rate. Once the Board sees that we are going to run out of money, we would go to the Advisory Board and request a transfer. 

Bill said that as far as he is concerned, he has a contract for a certain amount with the town that he entered into in good faith and believes he is entitled to that money at this time. Bill said the town has been receiving a very good deal all these years based on the numbers of hours he works for the town, what he gets paid and the hourly rate for a highly qualified engineer, which is about $120 - $130 per hour. 

Tom said the town would have to pay for engineering services for town projects.

Jeff said that the Board would have to adopt Chapter 53 G, rather than 53 e ½, because that does not need to be approved at town meeting. A 53G account is project specific and only used for large projects, such as site plan and subdivision reviews. Jeff recommended that Tom communicate with Jack Hathaway to get his prospective about Bill’s contract and find out how to launch a 53G account. 

Tom recommended that the Board look into adopting Chapter 53G for the site plan and subdivision reviews and pay Bill an hourly rate for all of the other routine Board of Health business. Tom suggested that the Board revisit the fee schedule to see if the fees are in line with neighboring towns. Tom asked Betsy to create a table of the fees schedules for Norfolk and area towns for the next meeting.

The Board decided to continue this discussion on June 3, 2008 after Tom has had an opportunity to discuss this issue with Jack.

MEETING MINUTES: Jeff moved to approve the April 15, 2008 meeting minutes. Tom seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0. (Mike was unable to vote because he was not a member at that time)

The meeting adjourned at 10:12 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael P. Findlen, Clerk

