Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

June 24, 2008 Minutes

Members Present: Tom Gilbert, Jeff Palumbo, and Mike Findlen

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Administrative Assistant, Bill Domey, Health Agent, and Rob Truax

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm. in Town Hall meeting room #124.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

MILL RIVER ESTATES DEFINITIVE SUBDIVISION PLAN REVIEW: Rob Truax, GLM Engineering, presented a proposed definitive subdivision plan for "Mill River Estates” off Myrtle Street in Norfolk. The subdivision consists of a roadway proposed to serve 7 new residential building lots. The subdivision is to be served by town water. Sewage disposal is proposed to be by on-site sewage disposal systems. The storm water from the proposed development roadway and other impervious surfaces is to be directed to a “Rain Garden” with out-flow to two detention basins preceded by STEP evaluated stormwater suspended solids removal units. 

Rob said that he would like to redesign this plan and he is meeting with the Conservation Commission to see if they will allow the lot to be regraded in the 50-foot buffer zone for drainage purposes.

Bill said that compensatory flood storage is allowed by the Board of Health.

Bill provided a subdivision review letter, dated June 24, 2008, and said that plans will have to be submitted once the redesign work is completed that Rob talked about. Bill said that the applicant will need to request a waiver from the Board of Health because it does not appear to be possible on this site to comply with the Board of Health requirement that the runoff volume after development be no greater than the volume of runoff before the development due to the low hydraulic conductivity of the soil as exhibited by the percolation rates. The applicant should provide data to demonstrate that there will be no significant adverse effect if this request is to be granted.

Rob said that on behalf of the applicant, he is requesting that the Board of Health waive the requirement for no increase in runoff volume off-site because it does not appear possible to recharge the total increase in storm water runoff volume generated from this project.

Jeff moved to waive the requirement that the runoff volume after development be no greater than the volume of runoff before the development. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, July 22, 2008.
MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS: Mike voted to appoint the following to serve on the Norfolk MRC Executive Committee:

1. Joann Squitieri -Chair

2. Virginia McGrory-Co-Chair 

3. Rita Sheppard-Clerk

4. Jim Lehan

5. James Giebfried

6. Beth Vallee

7. Bob Vallee

8. Ilene Segal

Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

DELTA PROJECTS/59 CLEVELAND STREET: The Board of Health received an email from Jack Hathaway stating that he had been asked a series of questions from opposing attorneys about the Delta Projects case. Jack asked the Board for help with two of the questions. The first question asked the town to identify each septic system in Norfolk which was at any time “failed” from January 1, 2000 to the present and describe the Town’s response to the “failure”. Betsy will provide Jack with this information as the Board of Health office maintains a list of all failed Title 5 inspections.

The second question asked the town to identify each instance in which the town investigated any residence for using a septic system smaller than that required by Norfolk regulations and state a response to any such situation. Bill said that the Board of Health normally investigates any complaint that is received. In this instance, a specific complaint was made to the Board of Health that more rooms were being used as bedrooms than the septic system allows and the Board of Health acted upon that compliant. Bill said that he does not recall receiving another complaint of this nature.

MEETING MINUTES: Jeff moved to approve the May 7, 2008 meeting minutes. Tom seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0. (Mike was unable to vote because he was not sworn in at that time)
HEALTH AGENT BUDGET: Tom said that he spoke with Jack Hathaway about the need to renegotiate or rebid the Health Agent contract and Jack did not see a need to rebid the contract. Tom told Jack that the Board was leaning towards adopting 53G for the review of larger projects and asked Jack to notify the Selectmen of this decision.

The Board spent a considerable amount of time drafting an engineering fee schedule for 53G projects, which includes subdivision and site plan reviews, earth removal permit reviews, Groundwater Discharge Wastewater Treatment Systems greater than 10,000 gallons per day, and pre-submission services.

Jeff moved to adopt Chapter 593 of the Massachusetts General Law Chapter 44, Section 53G so that the Norfolk Board of Health may impose reasonable fees for the employment of outside consultants for the review of any application submitted to the Board of Health pursuant to the requirements of the Subdivision Control Law, the State Environmental Code, or any other state or municipal statue, by-law or regulation. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

A legal notice will be placed in the newspaper.

Tom asked Bill if he was prepared to work on an hourly basis for all the other work, besides the 53G work.

Bill said that he intends to work with the Board to get everything straightened out, but indicated that he has hired an attorney to see to his best interest. Bill said that in the mean time he plans to continue doing his regular work for the Board of Health.

The Board discussed what a reasonable hourly rate to pay Bill for his health agent services may be. Tom asked Betsy to determine the hourly rate that the Board has paid Bill over the last 12 months based on the documented time Bill has spent on the job and what he was paid. The Board will continue this discussion on July 22, 2008.  

The meeting adjourned at 10:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael P. Findlen, Clerk

