Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

September 24, 2008 Minutes

Members Present: Tom Gilbert, Jeff Palumbo, and Mike Findlen

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Administrative Assistant, Bill Domey, Health Agent, Joann Squitieri, Jim Giebfried, Rita Sheppard, Beth Vallee, Francine McCarthy, Diane Miller, Bob Vey, Paul & Carol Crowley, Richard Peters

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. in Town Hall meeting room #25.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

MEDICAL RESERVE CORPS: The Norfolk Medical Reserve Corps met with the Board to update them on things that they have been working on. Joann Squitieri, MRC Chair, introduced the other members in attendance.  Joann said that each Executive Committee member made phone calls to existing members to update our contact database and encourage future involvement. The MRC updated the Board on the Special Needs Population database, tours of the various town buildings, grants and future financial needs and upcoming meetings and training sessions.

20 OLD COACH ROAD VARIANCE HEARING: The variance hearing for 20 Old Coach Road was called to order at 8:15 p.m. by informing the applicants of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. Bob Vey, Norfolk Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the septic system of the existing 4-bedroom house and explained that the variance requested is to allow the vertical separation between the soil absorption system to the high ground water to be 3 feet, instead of the required 4 feet. 

Bill Domey commented that granting this variance is in accordance with past policy and DEP guidelines because construction bids show that the system, if fully compliant with Title 5, will cost more than 10% of the valuation of the property as established by the Norfolk Assessors.

Jeff moved to approve the variance as requested to allow the vertical separation between the soil absorption system to the high ground water to be 3 feet, instead of the required 4 feet. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: Jeff moved to approve the August 26, 2008 meeting minutes. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 

HEALTH AGENT CONTRACT DISCUSSION: Tom said that he is waiting for a meeting to be scheduled with Jack Hathaway, Town Counsel & Bill’s attorney to resolve the issue with Bill’s contract. Bill said that his attorney has a different interpretation of the validity of the contract than Town Counsel does. The Board discussed paying Bill on an hourly basis for the work that he does for the Board. Bill said that he would expect to receive a reasonable, standard of the trade-engineering fee. 

REVIEW OF FEE SCHEDULE: The Board continued the revision of the existing Board of Health fee schedule. Mike moved to approve the revised fee schedule, including the addition of the Chapter 53G fee schedule. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

OUTDOOR WOOD BOILER REGULATIONS: Jeff explained that the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has proposed amendments to its Air Pollution Control Regulations, 310 CMR 7.26, that address outdoor hydronic heaters (also know as outdoor wood boilers). The Board is considering adopting the same regulations and agreed to place a legal notice in the newspaper stating that they will accept public comment on the draft regulation through October 31, 2008.

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was scheduled for October 21, 2008.

The meeting adjourned at 10:08 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael P. Findlen, Clerk

