Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

October 21, 2008 Minutes

Members Present: Tom Gilbert, Jeff Palumbo, and Mike Findlen

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Administrative Assistant, Bill Domey, Health Agent, John Glossa, Bob Foy, Matthew McCue, Christina Mirabile, Rob Truax, Lou Petrozzi, Peter Chipman, Bob Evans, Steve & Pat Brylinski, Maryellen Hurley, Mike Taurasi

Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:35 pm. in Town Hall meeting room #124.

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

18 ASH ROAD VARIANCE HEARING: 

The variance hearing for 18 Ash Road was called to order at 7:45 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances. John Glossa, Glossa Engineering, presented the plan to upgrade the failed septic system servicing the 2 houses (one is a 2-bedroom house and the other is a 1-bedroom house) on the lot and explained that the variance requested is to allow the soil absorption system to be 8 feet from the existing slab foundation, instead of the required 10 feet. 

Bill Domey commented that there was no other place on the lot to put the leachfield and recommended approval of the variance. 

Mike moved to approve the variance as requested. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

MEETING WITH MARK ORAM: 

Mark Oram, Board of Health Sanitarian, met with the Board to update them on some of the things he’s been doing for the Board this year. Mark is responsible for inspecting all of the food establishments in the town at least two times per year, conducting housing code inspections, and various other duties. 

FERNE RIDGE ESTATES DISCUSSION: 

Rob Truax, GLM Engineering, and Lou Petrozzi met with the Board to informally discuss a conceptual open space subdivision plan for Ferne Ridge Estates. Mr. Petrozzi said that he has acquired a 7-acre parcel of land to add to the proposed development. The open space plan would reduce the amount of roadway and infrastructure and create a significant amount of open space land. Mr. Petrozzi said that he is looking for some input from the Board, on an informal basis, on how to administer the waiver that was granted by the Board of Health on April 15, 2003, which allowed an increase in off-site runoff volume of stormwater after development from the proposed Fern Ridge subdivision. At the time the waiver was granted, the plan proposed to direct the stormwater from the development to Callahan Pond. Ultimately, the Planning Board approved a plan that discharged the stormwater toward Meadowbrook Way and into the wetlands behind.  

Tom suggested that the Planning Board, Conservation Commission and Board of Health get together to get all three boards on the same page as it relates to this subdivision. 

There were a few comments from people in the audience.

Bill suggested that the Board review the past history and records of the meetings when the waiver was granted.

Tom said that Board would need to review this new plan once it is submitted and see what the best procedure might be for handling the stormwater.

An unidentified audience participant said that Callahan Pond is a private pond owned by an association and any discharge into the pond would require approval from them to do so.

Mr. Petrozzi offered to provide the Board with a plan showing the pre and post development stormwater runoff flows.

Tom suggested that the joint meeting with the other boards occur before Mr. Petrozzi files his plans. Mr. Truax said he would call the Planning Board office tomorrow to set that meeting up.

BOARD OF HEALTH FEE SCHEDULE & HEALTH AGENT CONTRACT: 
Mr. Domey said that it was agreed at a prior meeting that he would be paid his usual rate for July, August, September and October. After that time he would be paid the fee that was set by the Board for the remainder of the year. Mr. Domey presented a schedule of fees that he would expect to get paid for different tasks that he does for the Board.

Tom said that a fee should be added to some of the items on the fee schedule to cover administration costs, which the applicant would have to pay separately and turned over to the town.

The Board modified the Board of Health fee schedule that was voted on at the last meeting. Mike moved to approve the modified fee schedule. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting was scheduled for November 25, 2008.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 

Mike moved to approve the September 24, 2008 meeting minutes. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0.

OUTDOOR WOOD BOILER REGULATIONS: 

Jeff moved to adopt outdoor wood boiler regulations entitled “Norfolk Board of Health Outdoor Hydronic Heater Regulations”, which will become effective on November 1, 2008. Mike seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 3-0. 
The meeting adjourned at 11:10 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael P. Findlen, Clerk
