Town of Norfolk

Board of Health Meeting

May 7, 2009 Minutes

Members Present: Jeff Palumbo and Mark Nelson (Mike Findlen was absent)

Others Present: Betsy Fijol, Administrative Assistant, and Bill Domey, Health Agent

Jeff Palumbo called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. in Town Hall room #105-A

Audiotapes of this meeting are available for review in the Board of Health office.

BOARD REORGANIZATION:

Jeff Palumbo welcomed new Board member, Mark Nelson.

Mark moved to appoint Jeff Palumbo as Board of Health Chairman. Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0. 

Jeff moved to appoint Mark Nelson as Board of Health Clerk. Mark seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.
TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE 6:

The Board discussed Article 6 of the Town Meeting Warrant, which is to see if the Town will vote amend Article VII of the Town Bylaws by inserting Section 9. The intent of this bylaw is to consolidate the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Planning Board, The Conservation Commission and the Board of Health to create a Planning Department. 

The affected boards are meeting with the Advisory Board at 7:30 pm to discuss what impact this restructuring will have on the departments.

Jeff said that he did speak to Cheryl Sbarra, MAHB legal attorney, who commented that there is inherent conflict within Article 6 and this is potentially a legal issue. Massachusetts General Law Chapter 111, Section 27 provides Boards of Health its basic authority as given by the Legislature and town meeting does not have the authority to control the Board of Health, as it’s (BOH) authority comes from the state. 

Mr. Domey said that it is evident that this Article is trying to undermine the authority of the Board of Health. 

Jeff and Mark agreed that the Board of Health should work cooperatively with the Planning Department and assess whether certain aspects of the Board of Health should be excluded from the Planning Department.

At 7:37 p.m., Mark moved to recess and reconvened at the Advisory Board meeting in meeting room 124 (see Advisory Board minutes of 5/7/09). Jeff seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, 2-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark L. Nelson, Clerk
