BOARD OF HEALTH

One Liberty Lane

Norfolk, MA 02056

Meeting Minutes

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, October 29, 2013
 Town Hall Meeting Room 124
Board of Health Members Attending



Chairman:

Tom Gilbert





Clerk:


Cheryl Dunnington 
Member:

Jeff Kane 



Admin. Asst:

Betsy Fijol
Health Agents: Wade Saucier, Tom Houston
Others: 
Tom Gilbert called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and informed the audience that the meeting was being video and audio taped.
New Business
Time: 7:35 p.m.

Project: Variance Hearing for New Construction at 47 Lakeshore Drive
Applicant: Ron Nation/Norfolk Development and Construction, LLC
Comments: Tom Gilbert called the hearing to order at 7:30 p.m. by informing the applicant of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.

Mr. Nation explained that he currently has an approved septic plan for a new 3-bedroom house. He said would like to set the house back further from the road and property line. He is requesting a waiver from local regulations to allow the system to be designed without additional capacity for the use of a garbage grinder and is willing to file a garbage grinder restriction at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds. He said that he is also requesting that the distance between the trenches be 6’ instead of the required 10’ for new construction. 
Wade commented that if the Board was to approve the variances from local regulations, it would set a new standard for Norfolk’s on-site septic system regulations. 
Jeff said that this does not meet the requirements for issuing variances as it is just for esthetics. 

Tom Gilbert said that Title 5 states that the enforcement of the provision from which a variance is sought must show to deprive the applicant of substantially all beneficial use of the subject property in order to be manifestly unjust. In this case, the applicant already has an approved septic design so there is no manifest unjust. 

Jeff moved to deny the waiver requests for 47 Lakeshore Drive because the applicant has failed to demonstrate any manifest unjust. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Time: 

7:45 p.m.

Project: 
Variance Hearing for Septic System Upgrade at 69 Fruit Street
Applicant: 
Bruce Wilson/Waterman and Associates, Inc. 
Comments: 
Tom Gilbert called the variance hearing to order for 69 Fruit Street by informing the applicants of the Board of Health requirements for issuing variances.
Mr. Wilson presented a plan to upgrade the failed septic system of an existing home. He is requesting a waiver to allow the reduction of the required four foot separation between the bottom of the soil absorption system and the high groundwater elevation. Mr. Wilson explained that the property has some grading issues explained that a retaining wall would be needed if the variance is not granted, which would increase the cost of the system. A pump system is proposed and infiltrators are being used for the leach field. The percolation rate was slow at 30 minutes per inch, so the leaching area will be fairly large. The proper setback of the leaching area to the well is maintained. 
Wade said that this area on Fruit Street has tough soils with slow percolation rates and recommended that the Board grant the variance as requested. 
Jeff moved to grant the waiver for 69 Fruit Street as requested to allow the reduction of the required four foot separation between the bottom of the soil absorption system and the high groundwater elevation with the inclusion of a garbage grinder restriction on the deed and the correction on the plan to correct the code reference. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Time: 

7:55 p.m.

Project: 
Dicussion re: 6-12 Rockwood Road
Applicant:
Rob Truax/GLM Engineering, Marianne Blue, Bob Volpicelli

Comments: 
Mr. Truax said that Marianne would like to put in a 30 seat café at 6-12 Rockwood Road where the former pharmacy was located. He said that he did soil testing with Wade, which revealed high groundwater and a slow percolation rate. 
Rob explained that the design flow for the septic system would need to be designed for 1,000 gallons per day to accommodate that entire building. He said that they will need waivers for setbacks to the property line & the existing building in the rear. A retaining wall will also be needed. This would be considered a change of use and would be required to design for new construction. He was told there used to be a soda shop with a counter and stools at the old pharmacy and is hoping the Board will consider this an upgrade of the existing system. This would be an asset to the Town and the tenant is willing to work with the landlord and Town to upgrade the septic system. 
Wade commented that the old use is an interesting concept. He said there is a series of cesspools in the back that services the building, but no one really knows what is there. There is more land available for an expansion of the septic. 
The Board agreed that this is a great idea but that they will need to obtain a determination from an attorney or DEP to see if this can be considered an upgrade of the existing septic system. 

Time: 

8:15 pm

Project:
Brambly Farm Update
Comments:
Wade said that he inspected the farm based upon an odor complaint. Wade said that there was no odor until he was right up to the pens. There was no odor at the perimeter of the property.
Tom Gilbert said that it seems that the plan is working and hopes it continues to work. 

Time: 

8:20 p.m.

Project: 
Regulation Discussion
Comments: 
The Board will continue the discussion of the revisions to the Board of Health septic system regulations at the next meeting.

Time: 

8:40 p.m.

Project: 
High Groundwater Testing Discussion
Comments:
Wade explained that the current Board of Regulations opens the high groundwater testing season on December 20th. He recommends that the season be opened on December 12, 2013.

Jeff moved to commence this season’s high groundwater testing on December 2, 2013. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
Time: 

8:00 p.m.

Project: 
Engineering RFP Discussion & PSC’s Contract Extension

Comments: 
The Engineering RFP has been advertised and bids are due to the Board of Selectmen’s office on November 6, 2013. 

Cheryl moved to extend PSC’s contract until 11/30/13 to allow time to evaluate the proposals and select an engineering consultant. Jeff Kane seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
Tom Houston said that he would be pleased to accept the extension.

Time:

8:50 pm

Project:
Review VNA Contract
Comments: 
Cheryl moved to accept the FY14 Walpole Area VNA contract. Jeff Kane seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Time: 

8:55 p.m.

Project: 
Meeting Minutes

Comments: 
 Cheryl moved approve the August 29, 2013 meeting minutes. Tom seconded the motion. The motion carried, 2-0 (Jeff was not present at that meeting)
Time:

9:00 p.m.

Project:
Pine Street Medical Building Discussion
Comments:
Tom Houston explained that the Board of Health office received a letter today from the Pine Street Medical Building contractor, Compass Development, LLC. The Board of Health approved the septic design with a standard leaching field, a dosing tank and a septic tank. Because the site is located in a nitrogen sensitive area, a recirculating sand filter design was included to reduce nitrogen from the wastewater effluent. As an alternative to sand filters, DEP also has provisions for “Aggregate Land Loading” to balance the concentration of nitrogen on the site. The developer is pursuing this option, but the details have not been finalized and will need to be approved by DEP. They have not yet submitted the plans for review to DEP. The developer would like to install the components of the septic system that are not likely to change by the review by DEP. The contactor would like to get the site work buttoned up by winter. The building cannot be occupied until DEP approval is received.

The issue is that the contractor has requested an inspection by the Board of Health Agent, but Wade is reluctant to do so without State approval of the system.

Tom Houston said he could prepare a letter to the contractor stating that in response to their request, the Board of Health will allow the installation of certain components of the septic system, and the applicant will be proceeding at their own risk. 
Jeff moved to allow Tom Houston to draft a letter to Compass Development and for Tom Gilbert to sign the letter on behalf of the Board. Cheryl seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Next Meetings & Schedule

The next Board of Health meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, November 19, 2013.
Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 9:12 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

________________________

Cheryl Dunnington, Clerk
