
                    Synopsis of COC meeting 03/10/05 
 

Agenda: 
 6 PM: Strategy on Vehicle Stabilization Fund 
 6:40 FC School 
 7:45 Town Clerk 
 8:15 Recreation 
 

Members In Attendance: 
 Kathy Lovell, Jack Hathaway, Jim Tomaszewski, Jim Rayner, Shawn McCormick 
 
Also in attendance at different times: 

 Butch Vito, Jack McFeeley, Ramesh Advani, Jim Lehan, Chief Stone, Ron Baine,   
 Marie Chifolo 
 

Kathy opened the meeting at 6PM and stated that the School Committee would not be attending. 
due to conflicts, she stated that we should move forward with the vehicle proposal at the $450,000 
level as discussed during our last meeting and everyone concurred. Jack McFeeley advised us that 
it was the Board of Selectman's responsibility to call for an override and that we should be looking 
at a warrant article to appropriate funds from the vehicle stabilization fund for the vehicles that we 
are looking at (even though there would be no funds available until a positive override election). 
There was some discussion as how this would affect various departments if there was a delay. It 
was also mentioned that the Fire Department was going to have a separate article for the new 
ambulance. We would also need another article for our other capital recommendations. 

 
We met with Ron Baine from the COA about their one request - the painting of the Senior Center - 
he was concerned about the mildew buildup on the trim on this building - he gave us some new 
figures for the work on the building - power wash $800 - touch up trim (after wash) $700 - Power 
wash and paint all trim $3,200 and power wash and paint all of the building $10,000. He stated 
that the COA could return any funds left over if a whole paint job was not needed. 

 
We spoke with Ramesh Advani and he indicated that he would be our new selectmen's liaison and 
Jim Lehan concurred when he came in later (they have to take a vote when they are in session) - 
though Jim said he would also attend some of our meetings. Ramesh also requested a start time of 
6:30 for our meetings. 

 
We met with Marie Chifolo about the requests for the town clerk's office. She stated that the 
requests for voting machines were not needed as they had been appropriated at the last town 



meeting but not spent as yet. She requested a mail slitter for $1,200 mostly for her department's 
use during the annual census, but this equipment could also be used by other departments in the 
town hall and could be centrally located. She also asked for us to recommend an appropriation of 
$4,000 to add 5 units of sliding shelving in the vault at town hall. These would be used to store 
town records and should be enough for the next 20 years. 

 
Butch Vito brought forward his capital requests for the DPW. $15.000 for eng. & design of a 
roofing system or tight tank system for the leachate ponds at the solid waste disposal - preferably 
the roof system. There is now approximately a 50% addition of rain water to the ponds which cost 
us now $21,000 per year so with the addition of $45,000 in construction (FY 2007) would save us 
money after 5 years. His second request was for engineering design of a new roadway to the 
Freeman Centennial School next to the Grange for $30,000. There was a lot of discussion on this 
project and most of us thought that this had a lot of merit especially with the safety issues but 
maybe should be deferred until we have more information as to what is going to happen with the 
school building. 

 
No one from the recreation department showed up and we deferred action on all their requests. 
 
We then went through the capital budget requests for FY 2006 and made some preliminary 
recommendations: 

 
  Fire   Back up Radio     $12,000 
  Fire   Pagers (need to request more info)  $10,000 
  Town Clerk  Shelving       $4,000 
  Town Clerk  Mail Slitter       $1,200 
  COA   Power wash & touch up paint of trim   $1,500 
  DPW   Design of roof for ponds    $15,000 
  Police   45 Cal Semi-Automatic Weapons   $6,500 
 
  Total          $50,200 
 
Chief Stone showed Kathy one of the new weapons as she was absent when they were presented 
before. 

 
We agreed to meet again next week on 3/17 at 6PM and to change our meeting the following week 
from Thursday to Wednesday 3/23 also at 6PM. Kathy will have  the town clerk post the 
meetings. 

 
Adjourned at 8:30PM 
 



 
     

 
 
  


