Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Preservation Committee meeting 10/15/2008

Present: Erin Bardanis

Paul Terrio

Andrea Langhauser

Richard Connors

Tom Terpstra

Cyndi Andrade

Betsy Pyne

1. Andrea opened the Public Hearing for three articles before the upcoming Town Meeting.  All three articles are funded with Historic Preservation funds. The first, submitted by the DPW, is for $29,000. for the restoration and partial relocation of the wall at the Norfolk Cemetery, a post and chain fence in front of the newer section of the Cemetery and a new sign.  The second article also submitted by the DPW, is for restoration of the deteriorating Virgil Pond Crypt at the Pondville Cemetery.  It is for $10,000.  The third article, submitted by the Historical Commission is for consulting services for $12,000 for consultant services for preparation of  National Register of Historic Places applications for the Pondville Cemetery and for the Norfolk Cemetery - Sulllivan’s Corner  National Register Historic District at Seekonk and Main Streets.

.

Erin mentioned that if the fence approaches the wetland the DPW should notify the Con Com

.

At a previous CPC meeting the third article specified Jane and Paul’s Farm as the second National Register candidate.  Because Jane Newton asked we not consider her property at this time, the committee voted unanimously to change this to the Norfolk Cemetery – Sullivan’s Corner.  

 Betsy will check with Butch Vito to verify that he will speak about the restoration work at both cemeteries. Betsy will get photos to Andrea of the two areas.  Betsy will speak at Town Meeting for the three articles. 

 The exact wording of the three articles is attached.

2. The Department of Revenue recently announced matching funds grants for all CPA towns.  All towns received a 2/3rds matching grant minimum based on several factors including the % of the CPA tax. 71 towns at 3% got between 68% and 100% based on population and income.  Norfolk got 87.73% matching or a total reimbursement of $387,129. Our match represents a 20% increase by our being a 3% community.  Richard Connors will see this information gets into the Chronicle and the Boomerang.

3. The Public Hearing closed at 8:25
4. Cyndi Andrade, Andrea Langhauser and Michele Thoener met with Jack Hathaway to discuss our financial reports.  A monthly report of bills posted will be given to Michele.  A comprehensive report covering our accumulated available balances in each account and total interest earned will be printed for the CPC twice a year.  An approximate total of available CPA funds at this time is $2,513,134. The totals in each account are as follows:

Undesignated

2,001,148.

Affordable Housing
220,608.

Open Space

 98,132

Historic Preservation
143,120. 

6. Purchase of the trail head to Highland Lake, owned by, George Nichols was discussed.  At the Spring 08 Town Meeting, it was voted to purchase the parcel for $5,000.  This amount was to cover the amount of back taxes of $3,191.20 plus legal fees.  Matt Roberts of Anderson and Krueger estimated the legal fees would be $7,500.00, making a total needed of $10,700.  The question discussed was how to proceed to buy the parcel knowing we are more than 5,000.00, over the article amount.

Andrea will ask Mr. Roberts to break down his estimate.

Paul questioned what the land is worth to the town.

The CPC agreed to go forward with the project to see if it can complete the purchase.
Richard Connors will ask the Assessors to explain the computation of the assessed value of $135,000.  Perhaps the subject parcel is part of a much larger parcel and should have a lower assessed value.

7. Andrea suggested holding a Grand Opening Day for Highland Lake before the May Town Meeting.  It was suggested that we unveil a plaque or interpretive sign.  A date at the end of April was suggested.
Betsy will mention to Barbara Bartholomew and members of the Historical Commission.

Erin will ask David Lutes at the Con Comm.

Tom will notify the Recreation Commission.

8. Our next meeting is November 5, 2008 at 7:30.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20

X_________________________

   Cyndi Andrade, Clerk

