Community Preservation Committee

April 21, 2010

Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Cyndi Andrade, Paul Terrio, Betsy Pyne, Tom Terpstra, Peg Drisko-Johnson, 

Members Absent: David Lutes, Andrea Langhauser, Betsey Whitney

Guests: David LaPointe and Regan Herald of Beals and Thomas, Suzanne Green, Nancy Ray

The meeting was called to order at 7:38 by Chairman Cyndi Andrade. At the same time the Public Hearing on our Articles for Town Meeting was also called to order.

The seven articles for Town Meeting were read. A listing of the articles is attached to these minutes for their exact wording but in summary they are:

Article 30. Our operating expenses of $35,000.

Article 31. The set aside of 10% of our funds for future appropriation for Open Space preservation.

Article 32. The set aside of 10% of our funds for future appropriation for Affordable Housing creation.

Article 33. The set aside of 10% of our funds for future appropriation for Historic Preservation.

Article 34. The set aside of $50,000. for the affordable housing purchase price subsidy program.

Article 35. The allocation of $2,500. for cement bounds and descriptive signage at the Fales Memorial Park Preserve at Highland Lake from Historic Preservation reserves.

Article 36. The allocation of $3,000. to create Signage and brochures for a walking trail of Norfolk Town Center from Open Space/Recreation reserves.

There were no questions or comments and the Public Hearing was closed at 7:45.

Suzanne Green presented a progress report on the Grange Hall Restoration Project. The new site plan is still under review by the Planning Board. The septic plan has been approved. The Grange awaits the Planning Board decision before further hearings or work can go forward. There was found to be no easements across the property. Several trees have been removed from the site.  A sign describing the project has been erected in front of the building. CPA funds are cited as being a main source of funding. Suzanne will make an informative five minute presentation at Town Meeting on the work of the Grange organization in the community and an update on the progress of the renovations.

Bigelow Farm.  Cyndi Andrade contacted Wayne Beitler of the Trustees of Reservations regarding the status of Bigelow Farm.  He said that the project is no longer active as the family has changed its mind on preserving the farm at this time. He does not see their position changing in the foreseeable future.  Cyndi suggested that the funds be returned to the account from which they were appropriated and the project closed out.  Paul moved that we return the funds, Seconded by Peg Drisko, it was a unanimous vote in favor. 

Beals and Thomas. David LaPointe introduced Regan Herald, a Landscape Architect who will also be working on the project.  He presented two maps to the Committee on the proposed parkland near the recycling station. B&T has collected data on the site using Mass. GIS material. Dave is also working with Butch Vito and his separate GIS system.  It has data on owners, water systems and other factors. He reported that the main species likely to be listed with the National Heritage endangered species is the New England Box Turtle.  He is exploring restrictions around the well area.  He presented two maps laying out trails, opportunities, constraints and on the second map ideas and a “vision plan.”.He is identifying existing trails.  He described the three large usable areas with two large wetlands  in between.  He suggested sharing the parking lot with the senior center and showed an entrance at the back of their parking lot.  B&T had laid out a proposed  golf driving range, tennis courts, a dog park, picnic tables and a large grass field in an exercise to see how the footprints for these items could fit on the parcel. This was just a preliminary study. 

The area near the well may be suited for a camping area for Scouts. He needs to confirm restrictions that may apply to this area near the well.  The landfill may be suited for sledding and or solar panels. 

David will help with a presentation at Town Meeting on the proposed park.

Nancy Ray.  She owns a 9 acre parcel at 35 Seekonk Street that reaches back to the Town Pond and the rail road tracks.  The parcel abuts Ken and Shirley Woods' property, and Charlie Ray's property.  She would like to sell six or seven acres to the CPC.  The CPC will look into the boundaries, consider if we have interest and let her know. 

Tom Terpstra gave a quick update on the Town Pond. The Recreation Commission met with the Conservation Commission.  Ann Proto, Butch Vito and Tom were at the meeting.  The Conservation Commission requested they hire an environmental engineer to flag the high water mark around the pond.  Also to flag trails they want to put in.  Tom showed a map  with existing and desired trails around the pond. There is a proposed path to the pond behind St. Jude's church parking lot. Visitors could use this parking lot in addition to the Pond parking lot where 15 to 20 cars will fit.  The Con Comm said the plan looked promising.  The plan shows a fishing platform although Rec would like two. There will be handicapped parking. An ad hoc committee of some Con Com members and some Recreation members maybe formed to deal with questions and problems as they come up. 

CPC has been asked to attend the Advisory Board meeting tomorrow night at 8:00. Betsy and Cyndi will attend.

Members reviewed the minutes from the February 22nd meeting.  Motion made by Peg Drisko-Johnson to approve the minutes as amended. Seconded by Paul. They were approved by unanimous vote.

We reviewed and amended the March 17th minutes.  Paul moved to approve the minutes as amended, seconded by Tom. All were in favor.

Our next meeting will be on May 10, 2010 at 7:30. 

Paul motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Peg Drisko-Johnson.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:07

X___________________

   Paul Terrio, Clerk

