Community Preservation Committee

July 14, 2010

Meeting came to order at 7:45 p.m. In attendance: Cyndi Andrade, Betsy Whitney, Tom Terpstra, Paul Terrio, Peg Drisko-Johnson.

New Business: 

Cyndi presented the committee members with a handout on the new Open Meeting Law.  

David Lutes is no longer the rep from Conservation Commission.  

Tom Terpstra brought forward 60 River Road, a property that will come on the market soon.  The parcel abuts current Conservation Commission parcels. 

There is a question of whether the lot is buildable.  There is currently a dwelling on the property but according to Tom it is unlivable.  Tom, The Recreation Department Rep, sees it as a boat launch, Peg, the Housing Authority Rep would like to consider whether or not it is a good site for affordable housing.  It was discussed that it might be a possible site for affordable housing.  The owner has given the Committee permission to go on the property to look at it.

Old Business:

Gil Axberg Property - The piece of property that abuts the 21 acres that is for sale  is being bought by his son will be retained by the son, David Axberg.  David will give the town a ROW for access to the cart path.  This gives access from Brookside to Stop River Road. Mr. Axberg has builders interested in building 3 house lots but prefers to sell the property to the Town.  He would like to know of our intentions as soon as possible because he needs to begin the engineering in the good weather.  Paul Terrio made it clear to Mr. Axberg that if the Committee were to request an appraisal, the appraisal would remain confidential.  Mr. Axberg said that he is open as far as the price of the property is concerned.  Mr. Axberg pointed out that the piece of property is the second highest point in Norfolk and could be used some time in the future as the site of a  water tower. 

Kingsbury Pond – The group that initially inquired about funds to improve the Kingsbury Pond access site has decided not to move forward with a formal request.

Medway Branch – Vision plan – David LaPointe was not able to be at the meeting tonight. Paul talked to David and David said that he needed more info from Butch Vito to move forward.  They have been in touch since that conversation and they seem to have worked out some of the details.  

Nancy Ray Letter- Cyndi will be writing a letter to inform Ms. Ray of the Committee’s decision not to purchase the Ray property.  The Committee will offer Ms. Ray technical assistance, at no cost to her, on gifting the property to the town.  This would provide her relief from taxes.

Kirk Henderson Letter – A letter has been drafted to Mr. Kirk Henderson, the owner/operator of Gump’s Farm informing him of three options and inviting him to contact the CPC.  

Agricultural Property Restriction Application

Chapter 61 Program

Potential sale of the farm property to the town via CPC

Broker Letter about the down payment assistance – Peg and Paul drafted a letter to brokers about the CPC down payment assistance program. Peg will contact a broker in town to see where we can get a list of realtors. 

Re-visit of the Axberg property – Conservation Commission has emailed Cyndi to inform her that they have no interest in purchasing the Axberg property, previously referred to as Granite Estates. As a point of information, a developer was denied a 24 unit subdivision in November 2007 by the Planning Board for insufficient information. Committee discussed the merits of  the land for the purpose of deciding whether or not to appraise the property.  Paul Terrio made a motion to appraise the Axberg property, there was no second. Paul Terrio withdrew his original motion and made a new motion not to appraise the property off of Stop River Road. The motion was accepted unanimously, the property will not be appraised. 

Other Business

June Minutes – Betsy Whitney made a motion to approve the June minutes as amended, Tom Terpstra seconded the motion, the motion passed 

Selectman Rob Garrity stopped by the meeting to answer questions regarding the article in the Boomerang regarding the access road and affordable housing lots that were proposedfor Bicentennial Park at the  previous Selectmen’s meeting.  Mr. Garrity explained the various scenarios that have been proposed for access to the school building project.  

Rob Garrity also addressed the issue of our rep from the Con Com to fill the seat vacated by David Lutes.  Selectmen will be making appointments in August for the vacant seat and the Con Com rep.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30.  Next meeting is August 18, 2010.  

