COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

October 30, 2010
Site Inspection MINUTES

Purpose: to walk 2 properties for possible Community Preservation funding
1. Site Inspection: town-owned property at the former Landfill 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Peg Drisko-Johnson, Andrea Langhauser, Paul Terio, Tom Terpstra, Betsey Whitney, and GUESTS: Dave LaPointe of Beals & Thomas, with 2 children, and Betsy Whitney’s step-daughter 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Matt Noiseux, Cyndi Andrade, Betsy Pyne, and Conservation Commission Representative

Meet at DPW Facility @ 9:00 AM to walk property, Conclude @ 10:30 AM 

Notes:

· Dave LaPointe provided 2 plans entitled: “Low Density Development Concept Plan” dated 9/22/2010 and “Opportunities and Constraints Plan dated 8/18/2010 

· Potential area for Dog Park raised discussion about maintenance and need to design and construct any facilities with goal of incurring low-maintenance costs. Peg informed us that she recently observed the t/Medway had recently replaced the wood chips at their dog park. A member should call t/Medway for feedback on maintenance schedule, and lessons learned. It was also suggested that a member should contact Animal Control Officer, Hillary Cohen for her opinion on dog parks.
· Secondary entrances to the property presently exist as trails leading from Overlea Street and Brewster Road. Generally favorable reaction to these entrances remaining. Same reaction to a third trail head proposed from the Norfolk Senior Center, as shown on B&T plan.

· Walking on the old rail bed suggested 2 other possible uses at the site - letterboxing and Geocaching – 2 variations on a treasure hunting game where you use either written directions (in the former) or GPS coordinates (in the latter) to hide and seek containers with other participants in the activity
· The visioning survey is now available on the internet. Andrea Langhauser confirmed the location as www.surveymonkey.com/norfolkcpcsurvey.  All members are requested to notify friends and family of the availability of this survey. 
2. Site Inspection: Privately-owned property on Rockwood Road, “Gumps Farm”
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Peg Drisko-Johnson, Andrea Langhauser, Tom Terpstra, Betsey Whitney, and Matt Noiseux 

GUESTS: Kirk Henderson, representing the land owners, and Affordable Housing Trust members – Jim Lehan, Bill Crump, Scott Dittrich, John Weddleton - and Betsy Whitney’s step-daughter 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Paul Terrio (abutter), Cyndi Andrade, Betsy Pyne, and Conservation Commission Representative
Meet @ 10:35 AM in the parking lot @ Gump’s Farm to walk property, conclude @12:00 PM

 Notes:

· Bill Crump would attend the next CPC meeting on Wednesday November 3rd to discuss the AHT interest in possible acquisition and future use of the property
· The area that was actively farmed until this last year is presently grassed over and comprises less than 5 acres. The remaining area is comprised of: the homestead; the farm stand/retail outlet with parking, landscaped pond and animal pens; woodland; wooded swamp and pond.  
· Old barn and former chicken coop exist on property. Kirk said barn was used for chicken, turkey coop and storing farm equipment; we did not enter either structure. Barn has a concrete foundation.
· A high knoll near barn structures presents a great view of the property is different features - grassed fields, woodlands, trails, and farm activities. 
· Trails exist from the grassed area out to the pond that was wide enough to drive a golf cart. Kirk explained that there was a larger network of trails on property that could be recreated into loop trails.
· Wooden planking over the wetland made it passable but will need to be replaced. No clear stream bed was observed but Kirk showed us where the water generally flows off the property during spring high conditions. 
· Erratic boulder known as “Indian Rock” is located off the path. Betsy Whitney recognized the name of this rock, presumably from her knowledge of local history. Kirk Henderson said his grandfather allowed local boy scouts to camp out around this rock
· Pond is spring fed with no visible inlet or outlet other than the bordering wetland. Water level varies throughout the year, but standing water is generally present. According to Kirk, a section of pond on the former O. Sachs property had been filled. Natural cranberry and blueberry bushes are present along the border. Peg has photos.
· Kirk Henderson has maps dating back to the 1790s demonstrating his family owned the property, which originally included all land within the block bounded by Rockwood Road, Tucker Road, Medway Branch and Boardman with the exception of a parcel on Tucker with frontage on Rockwood that was formerly owned by Olga Sachs
Summary of site inspections was submitted by Andrea Langhauser.
______________________   Andrea Langhauser, member
