Notes from meeting with Shelly Goehring, Community Preservation Project Manager, Massachusetts Affordable Housing Alliance (MAHA). December 2, 2010, 4:30.

Attendees: Shelly Goehring; Cyndi Andrade, CPC chair; Peg Drisko-Johnson, CPC, Housing Authority rep: Jim Lehan, Board of Selectmen and Affordable Housing Trust.

Ms. Goehring explained that her position is new and aimed at helping Community Preservation Committees (CPCs) use money for affordable housing. Her position is a support role. She can help research uses of monies for affordable housing. She also can help “sell” affordable housing projects to/for town meetings. She was interested in knowing what Norfolk has been pursuing with regard to affordable housing. 

Cyndi Andrade informed Shelly as to what CPC has funded thus far. She also explained the Gump’s Farm pending purchase with regard to affordable housing. Jim Lehan explained what the AHT has been doing. We explained the Planning Board’s subdivision provision of one affordable lot per 10. Also, Jim Lehan explained the agreement with Borelli whereby money from the sale of units in the center of town is set aside for the AHT.

Jim Lehan noted that the Board of Selectmen is pursuing a 40R development on “Kelly’s property” behind Frank Gross’ property. This is “in discussion” and they hope to bring it forward to the spring 2011 town meeting.

Shelly mentioned that she has seen CPA funds used to support Housing Authority (state) projects. Peg would like more information on this.

MAHA in general has been providing educational support for affordable home buyers. 

