Norfolk Community Preservation Committee

Minutes, Thursday, January 6, 2011

Present:  Tom Terpstra, Betsey Whitney, Matt Noiseux, Cyndi Andrade, Peg Drisko-Johnson.

Absent:  Andrea Langhauser, Betsy Pyne, Paul Terrio, ConComm representative

The meeting was called to order at 7:34 pm by chair Cyndi Andrade.

The members signed a voucher for Allegra Printing, for Town Pond project – colored boards of the project.

Solar Array/Vision Plan:

The members discussed new information received on the proposed solar array at the old town landfill. Rob Garrity, selectman and member of the Energy Committee, had explained via phone call to Cyndi Andrade on January 5 that there has been a change in the plan that has expanded the site of the solar array beyond the capped landfill to an additional 3.5-acre area between the landfill and Overlea Road. The Energy Committee has issued a Request for Proposal (attached) given the increased scope of the project. Because the physical scope of the project has increased, the proposal has to go before Town Meeting for approval to lease out the expanded acreage. A special town meeting has been slated for February 1, and the Advisory Board will meet to discuss on Wednesday, January 12. The CPC is invited to attend. Matt Noiseux and possibly Betsey Whitney and Cyndi Andrade (if not in ConComm) will try to attend. Cyndi Andrade has forwarded this information to Dave LaPointe of Beals & Thomas.

Gumps Farm:

- Building demolition: The members discussed demolition estimates for the two buildings at Gump’s Farm that the Committee identified– a barn and a chicken coop. Three bids were initially received:

PJ Hayes: $6840

A. DiMartino Construction: $5,800

Tim Konowitz – Miles of Excavating: $5160-$6160

Based on this information, Cyndi Andrade asked for an amount to be set aside in escrow from the seller of $5300 (half way between the highest and lowest bid), which was agreed to by the seller. 

Subsequently, Barrows Contracting submitted an estimate of $7194. 

All estimates are attached.

A possibility exists that DPW dumpsters might be available, thus reducing the cost. Cyndi Andrade will contact all four parties and explain that we will contact them after the closing of the transaction to confirm bids and select a contractor.

-Purchase & Sales agreement: The most recent revisions to the P&S were discussed. The seller has agreed to pay the water betterment lien, and also to the cap on reimbursement of expenses to the Town of $3,300, should the seller decide not to proceed with the sale due to lots proving not buildable. A question on wording remains on draft paragraph 27 regarding the establishment of an escrow account for concept plan lot 1. Cyndi Andrade made a motion to accept the Purchase and Sales agreement subject to revision in wording of paragraph 27. Peg Drisko-Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, the vote was unanimous in favor. Pending wording revision, the Selectmen will sign the P&S at their Monday, January 10 meeting. Final P&S is attached.

-Phase 1 hazardous waste investigation. The members compared estimates and proposals from Beals & Thomas, Geosphere Environmental Management, and Horsley Witten Group. Based on cost, time to complete estimates, and other factors, the members voted to select Geosphere. Peg Drisko-Johnson made the motion and Tom Terpstra seconded. The vote was unamious.

Vision Plan Survey

Peg Drisko-Johnson spent an hour at the Norfolk Senior Center on Wednesday, January 5 to assist seniors in completing the on-line survey for the uses of the land around the capped landfill off Medway Branch. She reported that there were six seniors who attended, but they wanted to discuss the project, not fill out the survey. For the most part, they would not provide their names to Peg. They were critical of affordable housing efforts and spending taxpayers’ money. Only one person completed the survey. Mr. Jack Oliveri proposed constructing a shed and recycling program for lawnmowers and other items. 

A motion was made by Peg Drisko-Johnson and seconded by Matt Noiseux to adjourn the meeting. Vote was unanimous and the meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.

