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Conservation Commission
August 8, 2007

Present:
  Cheri Cousens, Allan Shaw, David Lutes, Ellen Friedman, Erin Bardanis, 


Jeffrey Kane, Janet DeLonga (agent)
ABSENT:  
  Daniel Crafton
Others:
  Matt McDonald, Editor of Norfolk Boomerang
The duly posted meeting of the Conservation Commission convened at 7:35 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. 
Discussion of Highland Lake purchase:

Mr. Paul Terrio, a member of the Community Preservation Committee reported that the CPC members and Conservation Commission members, David Lutes and Erin Bardanis conducted a site walk of the Highland Lake site two weeks earlier.  The property is on the market for $575,000.  An appraisal has been done on the property. The CPC is meeting on August 13th to discuss how to proceed.  The entire site is 44 acres, of which 22 acres is under water.  
The CPC had taken water samples from the lake and plan on taking more samples.  Their concerns are mainly the control of the dam, its liability and possible pollution of the lake.  Mr. Terrio noted that the CPC has also spoken with the owner of the dam and to the Director of Public Works, Butch Vito regarding this matter. Mr. Lutes noted that another concern is the potential for upgrading the dam or having the capacity to upgrade the dam. Mr. Kane noted that the owner of the dam had approached the town regarding the management of the water levels in Highland Lake.  He noted that the town currently manages the water levels at Mirror Lake.  The Commission approached Butch and Town Counsel about putting a mechanism in place to control and maintain the levels of Highland Lake.

 Mr. Terrio noted that the parcel was looked at with an affordable housing, historical, recreation and open space components.  Mr. Lutes stated that there is CPC meeting on Monday evening to discuss putting an article on the warrant to purchase the property. Mr. Lutes will convey the support of the Commission at that meeting if the Commission desires. 
Mr. Lutes stated that there are two parcels off Campbell Street that give access to the Highland Lake site.  The parcels are unbuildable.  Mr. Lutes stated that the Highland Lake property is a nice piece of land but he is concerned with the two houses that would be located in the middle of the property.  One house is existing and the other house is under construction.  He noted that the CPC looked at the site with the idea of constructing some affordable housing on the site.  Mr. Terrio stated that there are two lots that have frontage along Main Street.  Mr. Lutes stated that there could be a minimum of 6 buildable lots.  The lots would be difficult to develop due to ledge outcroppings. 
Mr. Kane stated that he felt that the dam component could be separated out from the purchase of the land. Mr. Lutes and Mr. Shaw stated their concern with the dam and wanted to see more study between the relationship of the dam and the pond before the town spends any money. Mr. Kane asked if the CPC would consider appropriating money for a study on the ability to develop, wildlife habitat and the structural integrity of the dam before the acquisition. 
Discussion with Ron Clough regarding repairs at Stony Brook Sanctuary:

Mr. Ron Clough works for the DCR and manages state parks and land in Norfolk County.  The Commission reviewed historical photographs of the concrete spillways.  Mr. Clough is proposing to install stone riprap in an area that is being eroded as a result of water turbulence and to repair a concrete spillway.  Mr. Clough also submitted sketches of the spillways that are proposed to be repaired. One area would consist of approximately 2 square feet.  Mr. Clough would loam and seed the area behind the riprap. All work would be done by hand.  Mr. Clough has done this kind of work before. The other spillway closest to the Sanctuary building would have to have the concrete repaired.  He would drill re-rod holes, construct a form and pour concrete to replace the missing concrete. Mr. Kane recommended that geotextile fabric be installed.  Mr. Kane recommended that no filing be required due to the size of the areas to be repaired.  The Commission instructed Ms. DeLonga to visit the site and get together with Mr. Clough on the timing and method of repair.  Photographs of the areas before and after the repairs will be taken by Ms. DeLonga.  It was noted that Mr. Clough also built and maintains the dam at Mirror Lake. 
8:25 p.m. Public Hearing for Ryan Sheehan – 39 Lafayette Lane – Mr. Sheehan was present and showed the Commission a revised as-built plan. The plan shows the location of the limit of lawn boundaries and the calculations of the mitigation areas. Mr. Sheehan requested that the performance bond for the work be released and a Certificate of Compliance for the house construction. The vegetation has been viable for two years and there is 100% of vegetation coverage. Mr. Kane made the motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance for the house construction (240-414). Mr. Lutes seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. Mr. Kane made the motion to release the performance bond for 39 Lafayette Lane.  Mrs. Bardanis seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to close the public hearing for the construction of the deck at the rear of the dwelling at 39 Lafayette Lane.  Mr. Kane seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.   The hearing was closed at 8:40 p.m. The Order of Conditions will be voted and signed on August 22nd.
The members signed vouchers for office expenses.

Discussion with Andrea Langhauser regarding Highland Lake:  

The members discussed the potential Highland Lake purchase with Andrea Langhauser, the chairman of the Community Preservation Committee (CPC).   The Commission would recommend that no more than two lots be developed and the lots would be located to the left of the right of way. 
Review and Approval of Minutes:
Mr. Kane made the motion to accept the Minutes of April 25, May 23 and June 13.  Mr. Shaw seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Lutes made the motion to accept the revised minutes of July 11th.  Mr. Shaw seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Paddocks and Corrals Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD):

The Commission had closed the hearing at the last meeting but had not issued the Order of Resource Area Delineation.  Mr. Kane made the motion to issue the Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) to Paddocks & Corrals.  Mrs. Cousens seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was 6-0 with one abstention.  
Discussion of Call & Wait status:

The Commission discussed that the Board of Selectmen have filed a contempt action with the court against Call & Wait due to violations of the Judgment for Agreement.
Eagle Scout Project:

The Commission was informed via e-mail correspondence that Eagle Scout candidate, Jeffrey Andrade, wishes to install cement footings to anchor a wood bench that is part of his Eagle Scout project on the Kunde Conservation Forest.  The footings would be 10 to 15 feet from the edge of the vernal pool on the site.  Mrs. Cousens recommended that Ms. DeLonga supervise the project.  Jeffrey will be advised to contact Ms. DeLonga when he plans on doing the work.  The Commission questioned if the bench would be pre-made or constructed on the site. 
Art Exhibit:
The Commission was informed that Ms. DeLonga is showing her paintings at the Holbrook Public Library during the month of August.  

Reorganization of Officers:

Mr. Kane made the motion to elect Mrs. Cousens as chairman.  Mr. Lutes seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Lutes nominated Allan Shaw as vice-chairman.  Mr. Shaw nominated Mr. Crafton as vice-chairman.  Mr. Kane seconded the motion to elect Mr. Crafton as vice-chairman. After a discussion, the members voted unanimously to elect Mr. Crafton as vice-chairman. Mrs. Cousens nominated Mr. Shaw as clerk.  Mr. Shaw declined.  Mr. Kane nominated Mrs. Bardanis as clerk.  Mr. Lutes seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.
Caritas Southwood Hospital Landfill fence installation:

Ms. DeLonga had been in contact with the representative for the fence installation at Southwood Hospital landfill.  The representative will be invited to attend the Commission’s August 22nd meeting at 7:30 p.m.  The Commission will require a better plan with a more accurate scale.   The fence must be installed by November 1st.
Mosquito Control Project – Myrtle Street:
Ms. DeLonga reported that she conducted a site inspection of the site where Mosquito Control is proposed to dredge a stream.  Ms. DeLonga had taken photos of the site and noted that there was no standing water, nor any stream channel to collect water.  Mosquito Control will be cleaning the stream for a distance of 12 to 14 feet.  Mr. Shaw stated that Mosquito Control should file with the Commission.  It was noted that there was no emergency.  The only plan provided was a locus plan.  Mosquito Control indicated that they wanted to provide better flow.  Ms. DeLonga will contact Mosquito Control and ask them why they are doing the project and when they plan to schedule the work.  Mosquito Control indicated that they do not have permission from the homeowners to do any work yet. 
Stormwater Regulations:

The Commission has been reviewing the proposed Stormwater Regulations proposed by the DPW.  The DPW requested comments from all boards and committees. Ms. DeLonga had made suggested revisions to Butch Vito, the Director of the DPW
Lot 10 Shire Industrial Park Round Table Meeting:

Mr. Shaw reported that he had attended the meeting.  The project may not go forward. 

Zoning Bylaw Study Committee Meeting:

Mr. Shaw noted that Mr. Talerman had attended the most recent Zoning Bylaw Study Committee meeting.  The next meeting is this Monday evening.  Mr. Talerman cannot make this meeting.  Some of the members of the Zoning Bylaw Study Committee want to eliminate the watershed and aquifer protection bylaws. It was noted that these bylaws protect the aquifers and groundwater.  These bylaws restrict certain land uses that potentially harm the groundwater.  The Commission can only protect wetlands. 
Inland Restricted Wetlands Information Packet:

An information packet on the state restricted wetlands was prepared for all the members.
The Commission reviewed the draft RFQ prepared for the Stop River Realty peer review. The office will obtain a purchase order from the Town Administrator to allow Mr. Shaw to contact Town Counsel regarding the River’s Protection Act as it relates to this property. Mr. Lutes made the motion to approve the draft RFQ.  Mrs. Bardanis seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mr. Lutes made the motion to close the meeting at 10:30 p.m.  Mr. Kane seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. .

__________________________,

Erin Bardanis, Clerk

w:\conservation commission minutes - 2007\august8.07.concomm.doc
w:\conservation commission minutes - 2007\august8.07.concomm.doc
