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Conservation Commission

Business Meeting of
January 10, 2007

Present:
Jeffrey Kane, Cheri Lawless, Daniel Crafton, Paul Lugten, 




Laurence Harrington, Janet DeLonga (agent)
Absent:
Allan Shaw, Jay Talerman
This meeting was videotaped by NCTV.
The duly posted meeting convened at 7:35 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall. .

The members signed Vouchers for expenses.
The members reviewed the written request for a Certificate of Compliance for 18 Evergreen Road within the Christina Estates Subdivision.  The agent had conducted a site inspection and reviewed the subdivision plans.  The site contains a detention basin. Photographs of the site were taken by Ms. DeLonga and forwarded to the Commission members. Mr. Harrington made the motion to grant a Certificate of Compliance from the subdivision-wide Order of Conditions for 18 Evergreen Road.  Mr. Lugten seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous
Mrs. Susan Nelson submitted a written request for a Certificate of Compliance for the project at 12 Medway Street.  Ms. DeLonga conducted a site inspection and felt that the Certificate should be issued.  Photographs of the site were taken by Ms. DeLonga and forwarded to the members. Mr. Harrington made the motion to issue a Certificate of Compliance for 12 Medway Street.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  
The members discussed the written request from Bay State Gas for a Certificate of Compliance for the gas line installation on Clark Street.  Mr. Kane noted that some areas require reseeding.  The agent will draft a letter advising the applicant that they must comply with condition #3 of the Order of Conditions prior to a Certificate of Compliance being issued. 
The Commission reviewed the correspondence from Mr. Scott Colwell requesting the withdrawal of his Notice of Intent for the removal of several buildings on the former Buckley-Mann property.  Mr. Harrington made the motion to allow the withdrawal the Notice of Intent of Mr. Colwell’s company, Hoover Realty Trust.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  Mr. Kane will review a draft letter to that effect prior to mailing. The letter will also be sent to DEP, Central Region.  It was noted that the Town may be placing a warrant article on the Spring Town Meeting Warrant to appropriate monies for the removal of the buildings on the Buckley Mann property. 

The members signed the municipal acceptance signature page to accept the open space area at the Preserve at Keeney Pond.  The signed form will be sent to the Board of Selectmen for their signatures prior to forwarding to Town Counsel for recording.  Town Counsel had previously approved the deed as to its form.
The Conservation Commission received a formal application for emergency certification from the Norfolk Department of Public Works to breach a beaver dam within the Mill River.  The beaver dam is impacting the Miller Street bridge.  The members reviewed the written request and the site plan depicting the location of the beaver dam. The DPW will also be coming back to the Commission with a plan to help prevent flooding from any additional dams without harm to the beavers. Mr. Harrington made the motion to allow the DPW to breach the beaver dam to alleviate the emergency flooding concerns of the Miller Street bridge.  No trapping, removal or injury to the beavers will be permitted through this emergency certification.  Mr. Harrington made the motion to approve the emergency certification.  Ms. Lawless seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mr. Kane completed the emergency certification form.  The Board of Health has also signed off on this project. 
The Commission discussed the matter of the removal of the wire fencing on the Lind Farm property by the abutter at 25 Marshall Street.  The DPW will provide the labor and the Commission will provide the materials or pay for the cost of the materials for the re-installation of the fence.   The Commission noted that the fence is important to delineate private property from the Lind Conservation land.  The Commission asked Ms. DeLonga to contact the homeowners at 25 Marshall Street and let them know that the fence will be re-installed.  A more permanent solution to demarcate the area may be necessary in the future. 
Mr. Harrington made separate motions to accept the minutes of April 26, May 24, June 28, July 26, September 13, September 27, November 8, December 13 and the December 13th Executive Session.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motions to accept the April, May, June, and September minutes.  Mr. Lugten seconded the motion to accept the July, November, December and December Executive Session minutes.  The votes on the motions were unanimous.  
MEPA Review Report -  Ms. Lawless reported on the results of the site walk recently conducted by MEPA on February 9th at the Town Pond as a result of the filing by Lycott Environmental on behalf of the Norfolk Recreation Commission.  Ms. Lawless, Ms. DeLonga and Mrs. Simpson were present at the site inspection.  The Commission noted their confusion as to why Lycott had filed with MEPA as the criteria involving the 5,000 square foot of disturbance to the bordering vegetated wetland was not met.  It was noted that at the site inspection it was reported that no threshold had been crossed to trigger a MEPA review.  The Commission noted that some statements made in the ENF form, especially the statement that the town had tried to eradicate phragmities in 1995 made by covering, burning, cutting and harvesting the weeds were not quite accurate.  
Plans were shown at the MEPA site inspection that called for 60 parking spaces, beach clearing, etc. with no separation from passive and active recreation activities.  The Recreation Director stated at the MEPA site walk that a wetland delineation was going to be conducted very shortly.  Mr. Harrington referred to the April 26, 2006 minutes in which the Commission stated that they would support passive recreation at the town pond but not swimming as a use.  
The Commission denied an Order of Conditions, without prejudice, for the use of herbicide applications vs. mechanical removal of the phragmities at the town pond locus.  It was noted also that the phragmities are not located in the pond. It was noted that the Division of Fish and Wildlife never required the removal of the phragmities as part of their proposal to stock the pond with fish.  The appeal period under the Town’s Wetland Protection Bylaw has now expired.  Mr. Talerman will be assigned to draft a follow up letter to MEPA.  It was noted that a MEPA review is only a review process and not a permit process. 
Ms. DeLonga reported that she inspected 3 Stony Road for a certificate of release from an expired Order of Conditions.  She noted that there was standing water at the rear of the yard.  Ms. Lawless made the motion to issue a certificate of release for 3 Stoney Road.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.  

The members discussed the public notice for a proposed wetland mitigation bank within the Taunton Watershed Area.  Janet will contact Alan Anacheka for more information.  The Commission stated that they have significant issues with this proposal. 

The members reviewed the draft RFQ for the ANORAD peer review of Paddocks and Corrals. The Commission approved the draft, which will be sent out on Tuesday of next week.  The Commission will expect that responses will be returned in one week.  

The Commission noted that no revised plans were received as yet from Pine Creek Development.
Ms. DeLonga reported that she sent photographs via e-mail of the vegetation clearing at Comey’s Pond.  Ms. DeLonga will investigate this matter. 
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 9:20 p.m.  Mr. Crafton seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
________________________________________,

Jeffrey Kane, chairman (in the absence of the clerk)
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