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Conservation Commission – Minutes of February 11, 2009


Conservation Commission

Minutes of February 11, 2009

Present:
David Lutes, Daniel Crafton, Erin Bardanis,  Joyce Terrio, Ellen 



Friedman, Janet Delonga (Agent)

Absent:
Jeffrey Kane, Cheri Cousens

Others:
Allan Shaw, Thomas Houston (PSC, P.C., Michael Dunn, Peter Chipman
This meeting was videotaped by NCTV.

The duly posted meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105c at the Norfolk Town Hall.

Ryan Bakinowski, - Eagle Scout Candidate, was present for an appointment along with assistant Scout Master, Andrew Bakinowski, to speak to the Commission about a proposed Eagle Scout project at the Lind Farm.   The proposal consists of maintenance and trail marking.  Ryan Bakinowski proposes to clean up the Marshall Street entrance to the conservation property including mulching the pathway in the immediate area around signs.  He also proposes to clear the trails of fallen trees and branches and identify and repair trails that are in poor conditions from ruts or other traffic.  Ryan was instructed to come back to the Commission in either April or May to give the Commission more information.  Mr. Lutes volunteered to be the contact person from the Commission for this project.

Vouchers were signed.

Discussion on proposed wastewater treatment plant:
Mr. Lutes noted that he had recently had a conversation with Robert Nicodemus, the chairman of the Economic Development Committee (EDC), about a proposed wastewater treatment plant to be located in the area of the old town hall. The Town meeting had approved a study of a wastewater treatment plant to service the down town area. Copies of the locus map were disseminated to the Commission members by Mr. Lutes.

Robert Bullock, the Building Inspector, stated that the feasibility study determined where the best place would be to locate the treatment plant.  He stated that the town is now trying to change the zoning so that a treatment plant would be allowed use in the area of Town Pond, which is currently in the R-1 zoning district.  The leaching field for the treatment plant would be located under the school field.  The next step after the feasibility study is to study the hydrology of the land.  They would probably come back to the fall town meeting to seek funding for that study. Mr. Bullock stated that they are seeking state grant monies for the sewer treatment plant.  The grant monies would be funded by the federal stimulus package as proposed by President Obama. 

Mr. Bullock stated that the treatment plant would be sized to accommodate 1000,000 gallons per day and would service all buildings in the lower Norfolk Commons property in addition to the Library, Town Hall and Police/Fire station and the Freeman Centennial school.  The Wayside Building could also tie into the treatment plant. Mr. Lutes passed out copies of the proposed rezoned areas that were given to him by Mr. Nicodemus.  The potential build out calculations are still being checked out. 
On another matter, Mr. Bullock noted that 

Michael Dunn was present to seek clarification on wetland setbacks for property on Bretts Farm Road.  The wetlands had been flagged in the late 1990’s at the time of the construction of the house.  The Commission has no files for this property.  A sketch of the addition to the dwelling was looked over. The Commission noted that they would need more information. Mr. Dunn stated that he measured the house to be approximately 140 feet from wetlands surrounding Bush Pond.  If a formal decision is required the property owner would have to file a Request for Determination.  Mrs. Bardanis was concerned with the presence of vernal pools in the area.    

On another matter Mr. Bullock noted that they have currently drawing plans for a new Police/Fire Station.  A piece of property is being purchased from the Federated Church.  He noted that there was once a pond located on the Police/fire Station property. Mr. Bullock stated that the old septic system is located on what was once a pond.  The old system will be removed and the new system will be installed over the tank of the old system.  It was noted that the pond was filled in at some point in time.  The Police/Fire Station septic system has been in place for over 44 years.  The groundwater was calculated to be 4 feet below grade.  He asked if the Commission had any issues with locating the septic system in an area that shows a pond on the assessors’ maps. Mrs. Bardanis was concerned that if the new septic system were located in the area of the old system it would fail as well. More information on the history of the filled pond was requested. 
The Commission recessed at 8:15 p.m. for 5 minutes.
The Commission received the copy of the 1995 Order of Conditions and minutes of the Northside Interceptor project.  This project will be the subject of a discussion with Butch Vito about a new proposal for town center drainage. 

Old Business:

There has been no word from the Board of Selectmen regarding the Christina Estates Open Space parcels and trails. 
Mr. Lutes noted that the Planning Board wants to communicate with the Conservation Commission regarding stormwater management issues and the different standards used by several town boards.  

Mr. Houston noted that the Planning Board has charged him with revising the Planning Board regulations to come up with a standard for stormwater review.  The Planning Board, Conservation Commission and Board of Health currently have jurisdiction over stormwater.  Each Board has its own purview in reviewing the stormwater. The Town has a standard that is more strict than the state stormwater regulations.  Local regulations cannot be less stringent than the state regulations.  The stormwater issues are TSS removal, groundwater recharge and the use of the Cornell Curve vs. TP40.
The Conservation Commission and the Board of Health require the use of the Cornell Atlas in determining stormwater events.  Mr. Houston stated that he hoped to come up with a common set of standards for the review of stormwater and recommended that all review boards use TP 40.  The state regulations reference TP 40.  

Mr. Lutes noted that the Commission should set aside some time at the next meeting to talk about this.  It is hoped that they could come to a resolution at the end of the meeting.  A time of 7:30 p.m. on the 25th will be set aside for this discussion. 
Mr. Butch Vito, Mr. Robert McGee, and Mr. Kenneth Caputo from Coler and Colantonio were present to talk about the town center drainage.  They want to improve the drainage infrastructure that currently impedes development in the town center. 

Mr. Vito noted that in 1995 the town addressed flooding in the town center by constructing the Northside Interceptor project.  This project was reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals and the Conservation Commission. Mr. Vito stated that town pond will never be used for swimming purposes so they have developed a plan to increase the flows and runoff capacity in this area.  He wanted to know the Conservation Commission’s thoughts about filing for a new Notice of Intent or asking for an amendment to the 1995 Order of Conditions. 
Mr. Caputo explained the drainage history of the town center.  He noted that in 1995,  stormwater attenuation could only occur at the town pond.  This project has alleviated town center flooding.  Coler and Colantonio will conduct modeling to see how much more capacity they can get at the town pond.  The modeling will take into consideration the total build-out of the town center.  Mr. Lutes stated that this project would require the filing of a new Notice of Intent. This project would have to be reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals as well.  Mr. Caputo noted that an outlet control structure was constructed at the town pond area to prevent any flooding in the downstream residential areas.   A 25,000 gallon pre-treatment vortechnic system is located upstream of the town pond.  The 1995 town pond study showed that the stream around the pond and the pond itself would marry at least one time per year.  That has not happened however. 
There are stormwater galleys (approximately 500) situated beneath the town center hill to collect runoff from Liberty Lane and Independence Drive.  An overflow outlet is located off Union Street. He noted that Mr. Borrelli added his runoff from the Meetinghouse Road to that system as well.  The runoff from the Norfolk Library was also added to this system.  He noted that the DPW wants to further study the control points for these systems and come back to the Commission and the ZBA with a proposal to increase the stormwater management.  Mr. Caputo stated that some modifications would have to be made at town pond.  He was unsure if any modifications needed to be made at the Union Street outlet.  Mr. Vito stated that the new study would determine how much more capacity is there at the town pond.  The individual commercial property owners would be responsible for taking care of stormwater quality prior to connecting into the system.
Mr. Lutes stated that one of his concerns would be the boundary of the stormwater district.  He noted that the boundaries would have to be very tight. 
Ms. DeLonga expressed concern that the Recreation Commission wants to stock the town pond with trout.  She noted that water quality is very important to the trout habitat. 
Mr. Gil Axberg, a resident of Seekonk Street spoke to the Commission about his proposal to develop a residential development on his property off Seekonk Street. The development would be called Oak Knoll Estates. His property consists of approximately 21 acres and abuts Army Corps of Engineer floodplain along the Stop River. A cartpath runs from Brookside Lane to Stop River Road. 

Mr. Axberg questioned if it were feasible to bridge the wetlands to develop an open space plan. Mr. Lutes noted that more information would be required and recommended that Mr. Axberg do an Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation.  Mr. David Roche, a member of the Planning Board was present.  He noted that the Planning Board is concerned if the Commission would even allow a wetland crossing.  Ms. DeLonga noted that there are other alternatives to a wetland crossing that should be investigated.    

As requested by the representative of Mill River Heights, Mrs. Terrio made the motion to continue the public hearing for Mill River Heights to 8:00 p.m. on February 25, 2009. Mrs. Bardanis seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
Mr. Crafton made the motion to close the meeting at 10:15 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous. 
_________________________,

Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matter (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
