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Conservation Commission – Minutes of March 11, 2009


Conservation Commission

Minutes - March 11, 2009

Present:
David Lutes, Jeffrey Kane, Daniel Crafton, Ellen Friedman, Erin 



Bardanis, Joyce Terrio, Janet Delonga (agent)
Absent:
Cheri Cousens

Other:

Allan Shaw
This meeting was videotaped by NCTV.
The duly posted meeting convened at 7:30 p.m. in room 105C at the Norfolk Town Hall.  The first order of business was an appointment with Eagle Scout Candidate, Ryan Bakinowski.  Ryan presented a completed workbook to Mr. Lutes for his signature approving the project.  Ryan has not yet determined what sign and reflective markers to use for the trail project.  He will be walking the project this Sunday and requested that Mr. Lutes accompany him.  Mr. Lutes will be in touch with Ryan to arrange for a time.  
Andrew Bakinowski noted that there are 14 -15 Eagle Scout candidates coming up that will be trying to get a sponsor for their Eagle Scout badges.  Mr. Lutes noted that one project that the Commission is really interested in having trails marked at the Lind Farm using GPS equipment.   The Commission will put together a fully comprehensive list for future boyscout projects.  Mr. Lutes signed Ryan’s workbook. 
Mark and Robert Norman were also present.  Mark Norman is an Eagle Scout candidate.  He would like to work on the Weeber property. Mr. Lutes noted that the affordable housing issue for this property has not been formally resolved.  Mr. Lutes will check on whether the town would authorize trail work on this property. 
The members signed vouchers.

Correpondence:  Mr. Lutes noted that he received an e-mail correspondence from Robert Nicodemus regarding a multi-group meeting to be held on Tuesday, March 17th at 8:30 p.m. at the Norfolk Library to discuss a number of warrant articles related to the Economic Development Committee and the 43 D program.  Mr. Lutes stated that he will attend this meeting and asked other members to attend as well.  

A memo was received from the DPW Director to the Norfolk Planning Board regarding 269 Dedham Street.  

It was noted that the MA Highway Department filed a Request for Determination of Applicability for Route 1A roadway repaving with the Conservation Commission.  That hearing will be held on March 25, 2009. 
7:45 p.m.  Public  hearing – Arthur Kempton-  43 Mirror Lake Avenue.  No one was present to represent the applicant. The application for a septic repair was filed by United Consultants.  Mrs. Georgia Jones, an abutter at 27 King Street, was present. Mr. Kane made the motion to continue the public hearing to March 25, 2009 at 8:00 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.   The vote on the motion was unanimous.  Mrs. Jones will return on the 25th for the public hearing.  
Review Minutes:

Mrs. Terrio noted a spelling error in the February 25, 2009 minutes.  Mr. Kane made the motion to accept the Minutes of February 25, 2009 as amended.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion.  The vote on the motion was unanimous.  
New Business:

Mr. Lutes noted that there have been a number of inquiries about clear cutting lots on Main Street.  The property is owned by Paul Borrelli.  The Commission agreed to the use of the mitts at a recent meeting but the Commission required that the filter mitts be inspected by the agent prior to any work being done at the site.  The agent was to inspect the mitts on a Monday but there was a severe snow storm on that date.  Mr. Robert Borrelli informed the agent that he had called the conservation office on Monday morning for an inspection but the town hall was closed on Monday morning due to the weather.  The owner started work the next day.  The agent conducted a site inspection on Thursday and photographed the clear cutting and also noted that the mitts had not been double staked.  The agent is only in town on Monday and Thursday mornings. The applicant proceeded with work without an erosion control inspection in violation of the Orders of Conditions. Mr. Kane noted that the buffer zone to a wetland resource area only skirts the frontage on lots 1 and 2.  The Commission’s jurisdiction is only within that small area of 100 foot buffer zone. 
Mr. Shawn Meehan, the abutter at 268 Main Street, stated that he was concerned because he was not notified in advance of the clear cutting.  The tall pine trees that abut his property and the Borrelli property were removed.   Mr. Meehan stated his concerns with the development of the entire area and with the possibility of sedimentation into his pool and earth settling to the right of his property.  Mr. Kane noted that Mr. Borrelli is required to have a NPDES permit.  Some of Mr. Sheehan’s concerns are Planning Board and Building Department issues.  Mr. Meehan noted that the heavy April rains will test the site. 

It was noted that an article was placed on the spring town warrant that would prevent trees from being taken down within the rear and side yard zoning setback areas.  Mr. Meehan was advised to contact the Planning Board as well. 
Old Business:   
There has been no word from the Town Administrator regarding the Christina Estates Open Space trails.  The Administrative Assistant has sent e-mail correspondence to Jack Hathaway but there has been no response to date. Mr. Lutes stated that he spoke to the Town Administrator as well.  Mr. Crafton will follow up with contacting the Town Administrator. 
Mr. Lutes noted that the memorial stone invoice proposed for the Kunde Conservation Land was approved by Town Counsel.  Mr. Crafton will follow up on this matter. 
The Commission discussed the proposal to install a new septic system behind the Police/Fire Station.  Mr. Lutes noted that Mr. Bullock was advised to come back to the Commission with more information.  The pond behind the existing station was filled prior to the passage of the Wetlands Protection Act, therefore there is no violation of the state law. 
Mrs. Bardanis noted that all CPC warrant articles appearing on the spring town warrant had been scheduled to be placed on last fall’s town meeting warrant. 
Mrs. Bardanis noted that she spoke with Thomas Terpstra, the chairman of the Recreation Commission, about the Recreation Commission’s proposed improvements at the town pond.  She noted that Mr. Terpstra was not aware of the proposed drainage and stormwater developments being proposed by the DPW.  She questioned if the town pond subcommittee should still pursue recreational efforts.  Mr. Kane noted that town pond is only ten feet deep, which is too shallow for trout.  Mr. Lutes suggested that the subcommittee continue with their plans to meet.  Mr. Kane noted that he would still like to see a plan for the improvements at town pond.
It was noted that the conservation restriction for the Norman Gray property on Dedham Street has been signed and recorded at the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds.  The Commission has a copy of the signed CR. 
Mr. Kane made the motion to close the meeting at 8:30 p.m.  Mrs. Terrio seconded the motion. The vote on the motion was unanimous.
____________________________,

Ellen Friedman, Clerk

In accordance with the requirements of G.L. 39 § 23B, approval of these minutes by the Board constitutes its certification of the date, time and place of the meeting, the members present and absent, the matters discussed, and the action taken by the Board with regard to those matter (if any).  Any other information contained in these minutes is included for context only.  Notes memorializing deliberation or discussion of any matter are in the summary form and may include inaccuracies or omissions.  Where proof of the content of a statement is required, a tape recording or transcript should be consulted, if available. 
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